COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: MARCH 28, 1998 FILE NO.: 098-03717-0399-055 


C: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON ON ACTION: ACTIVE/INVESTIGATION 


FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL - CONDUCTED/VICTIMS AND 
245(d)(1) P.C./ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY - WITNESSES INTERVIEWED/ 
WEAPON ON A PEACE OFFICER - 245(d)(1) P.C./ CC #98-02325 
DEPUTY/OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/ 

SUSPECT DECEASED 


vV: (SEE BELOW) 
D: 03-27-98 (FRIDAY) BETWEEN 0240 AND 0330 HOURS 


L: 118TH STREET WEST OF PRAIRIE AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 


S: ARNOLD, MICHAEL W. MW/39, DOB: 04-24-58 
(DECEASED) 


tonino 


VICTIMS: 


V#1: JIMENEZ, MARIO, # H32 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Lennox Station Patrol Deputy 


V#2: FONTANILLA, KENNETH R, A 110/33 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
Lennox Station Patrol Deputy 


V#3: MILLIMAN, TIMOTHY B., A M33 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Lennox Station Patrol Deputy 


V#4: MC CORKLE, MARK A., A M37 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Station 
Lennox Station Patrol Deputy 
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V#5: VALENTO, MICHAEL E., | MW/28 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Station 
Lennox Station Patrol Deputy 


WITNESSES: 


W#1: GUNNER, DAVID R., AM M30 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Lennox Station Patrol Deputy 


W#2: BASSE, BLAKE E., E wwe 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Lennox Station Patrol Deputy 


W#3: MOREJON, ELIER, A vss 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
Lennox Station Patrol Sergeant 


WHA: 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Lennox Station Patrol Deputy 


W#5: JAUCH, STEVE L. AR] v33 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Lennox Station Patrol Deputy 


W#6: CORBETT, BRENDAN A. _ MW/38 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
SEB Canine Unit 240 K9-1 


‘ 
ISIS SSSI III IAEA ISIS III I 


On 03-27-98 at 0500 hours, Investigators Schrick and Beck were detailed to respond from 
their respective residences to 118th Street and Prairie in the city of Los Angeles to assist 
lead Investigators Scott and D. Smith in investigating the circumstances surrounding the 
assault with the deadly weapon by Suspect Arnold on Fire Department and law 
enforcement personnel, culminating in a deputy/officer involved shooting, which resulted 
in the suspect's death at that location. 

Investigators arrived at approximately 0610 hours and were briefly advised of the 
circumstances surrounding the shooting. Investigators were told that earlier in the evening, 
the suspect had been on a freeway overpass at the southbound 405 Freeway to the 
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eastbound 105 Freeway and was threatening to commit suicide by jumping from the 
freeway overpass. There was a Los Angeles Police Department helicopter circling 
overhead illuminating the suspect. Ultimately, the suspect fired rounds at the Los Angeles 
Police Department helicopter, Fire Department personnel and at law enforcement officers. 


The suspect then got into his vehicle and was pursued by the officers to 118th Street west 


of Prairie, where the suspect parked his vehicle on the north side of 118th Street. At {hat = 
time the suspect pointed his weapon at the officers, the officers shot the suspect, ark =| 


was deceased at the location: 


Investigators were advised that numerous deputies, officers and agencies were involved 
in this incident. Detective Scott requested Investigators to respond to Lennox Sheriff's 
Station and assist in interviewing victims and witnesses in this case. 


Investigators Schrick and Beck then responded to Lennox Sheriff's Station and interviewed 
victim #1, Deputy MARIO JIMENEZ. This interview was tape recorded, and the tape was 
started at 0930 hours. 


Deputy Jimenez stated he was a one-man "King" car working Unit 32B EM from 
hours. He 


While at I} Deputy Jimenez heard Highway Patrol was requesting assistance 
regarding a "barricaded suspect, possibly armed with a gun." Apparently, Highway Patrol 
at first requested Hawthorne units to respond to the 405 southbound freeway at the 105 
‘eastbound interchange. Other deputies from the training responded to assist; however, 
he and Sergeant Morejon stayed behind at the golf course to clean up their props from the 
training. 


Then Unit 32A, Deputies Messerschmidt and Morien, were on the radio patch saying they 
had a possible "jumper" on the freeway overpass at La Cienega and Imperial, and they 
were requesting two units’ assistance. Sergeant Morejon and Deputy Jimenez then drove 
to Lennox Station, where Deputy Jimenez changed into his uniform while Sergeant 
Morejon (who was already in uniform) arranged to get a radio car rather than the detective 
unit they had been driving. Deputy Jimenez got into his uniform in approximately three 
minutes, and then he and Sergeant Morejon drove to Imperial and Inglewood Avenue, 
arriving at about 0245 hours. 
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Sergeant Morejon informed Deputy Jimenez he had been listening to radio transmissions 
of this incident which said shots had been fired and Deputies Messerschmidt and Morien 
had been involved in a "998" with the suspect. They also heard on the radio the suspect 
had been shooting at the Los Angeles Police Department helicopter. Because of that 
transmission, they stopped their radio car at Imperial and Inglewood for officer safety, not 
wanting to drive into the middle of a shooting. They were in the westbound lane of 
Imperial, west of Inglewood, and he and Sergeant Morejon were trying to request mutual 
aid and set up a command post at that location. 


Next they heard radio traffic saying the suspect was back in his vehicle and was eastbound 
on the 105 Freeway. Deputy Jimenez said several units were behind the suspect, and the 
vehicles were now eastbound on the 105 Freeway. He and Sergeant Morejon got back 
in their vehicle with Deputy Jimenez driving and Sergeant Morejon as the passenger. 


Deputy Jimenez drove eastbound on Imperial to Prairie and stopped because he heard on 
the radio the suspect was exiting the freeway on Prairie, and he wanted to see if the 
suspect would go north or south. From Imperial, Deputy Jimenez stated he turned left or 
north on Prairie and got to the far right at the east curb and stopped. There were two units 
in front of him. He believed they were Sheriff's units, but he is not sure who they were. He 
believes they were near 113th Street, the first street that goes east, and he held his 
position at that location. 


Deputy Jimenez could see the suspect vehicle coming southbound on Prairie. The suspect 

vehicle had been described over the radio as a large American-made vehicle, possibly a 

Cadillac or Lincoln, white in color, with a male White suspect. He and the other units who 

had been northbound on Prairie all made a U-turn and got behind the suspect vehicle. 

Deputy Jimenez believes he was six to eight police units behind the suspect vehicle as the 

_ vehicle was southbound on Prairie. He believes he saw one Hawthorne unit, and he heard 
‘later that a CHP unit was also behind the suspect. 


‘ 
Deputy Jimenez heard on the radio the suspect made a right turn westbound onto 118th 
Street. He said he saw the suspect from the moment he passed them, and he (Deputy 
Jimenez) made his U-turn, but he could not see the suspect when he turned westbound 
on 118th Street. Deputy Jimenez heard over the radio the suspect had yielded and 
stopped his vehicle and opened his driver's door. 


Deputy Jimenez stopped his patrol unit in the middle of Prairie Avenue in the #1 lane 
facing southbound, just north of 118th Street. Sergeant Morejon exited the vehicle and 
Deputy Jimenez is not sure where he went. Deputy Jimenez went to stand betwéen two 
Sheriffs units. He stood at the vehicle that was assigned to Deputies Messerschmidt and 
Morien. Deputy Morien was at the passenger door of that vehicle, and Deputy Jimenez 
said he took a position between the doorjamb of the driver's side of the radio car and the 
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opened door with Deputy Messerschmidt just to his left (south). He believes Deputy 
Messerschmidt may have been crouched down because he recalls standing a little higher 
than him. 


Investigators had been given some Polaroid photos of the scene, depicting the position of 
the radio cars, for use during interviews. The photo that Investigators marked as #1 was 
shown to Deputy Jimenez. That photo depicts an intersection of 118th and Prairie from 
a westbound view from the middle of Prairie Avenue looking westbound 118th Street. In 
that photo are three Sheriff's cars and one police car. Deputy Jimenez said he was 
standing at the third vehicle from the right pointing in the southwest direction. 


Deputy Jimenez said his gun was drawn, and he could see the suspect in the vehicle with 
the driver's door open. The vehicle was on 118th Street by the north sidewalk facing 
westbound. He estimates it was approximately two to three car lengths west of Prairie. 
Deputy Jimenez said he saw the door open and a male White step out of the vehicle from 
the driver's side with a black object in his hands. He then realized the black object the 
suspect was holding was a black gun. He is not sure whether it was a revolver or 
semiautomatic. The suspect went around the front of his vehicle, walking towards the 
west, then turned northbound around the front of his car to the north sidewalk of 118th. 
This placed the suspect a little north and west of the right front fender of his car. 


The suspect was still holding the gun in his hand and making a "tap and rack" motion. 

Deputy Jiminez described this as a term commonly used at the Sheriff's range during 

handgun training, meaning he made a tapping motion at the butt of the gun to seat a 

magazine and then a racking motion at the top of the gun, which is pulling the slide back 

to chamber a round. This indicated to Deputy Jimenez the gun the suspect was holding 

was a semiautomatic, and he now believed the suspect had just chambered a round and 
_ was ready to fire his weapon. ' 


The suspect was facing Deputy Jimenez and other officers in a southeast direction. The 
suspect brought the weapon to port arms position in his chest area. Deputy Morien yelled 
at least twice for him to drop the gun. The suspect said nothing that Deputy Jimenez 
recalled. Then the suspect put the gun to his right temple with his right hand. Deputy 
Morien kept ordering him to drop the gun, but the suspect continued to hold the gun to his 
temple for several seconds. The suspect then dropped his hands slowly in a southeast 
direction and pointed the weapon at the deputies and the officers. 


Deputy Jimenez believed the gun was pointed towards him because Deputy Morien had 
been the one giving the suspect orders, and Deputy Morien was just on the other side of 
the car from Deputy Jimenez; therefore, he believed the suspect was pointing the gun at 
them. Fearing the suspect was capable of shooting them because he had “tapped and 
tacked" his weapon, and knowing he had earlier shot at the helicopter and at Deputies 
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Messerschmidt and Morien, and fearing for his life, Deputy Jimenez believed he had to 
shoot the suspect to protect himself and others around him. With his duty weapon he fired 
20 to 21 rounds. 


Deputy Jimenez stated he carries his department issued 9mm Beretta, Model 92F, with 16 
rounds; 15 in the magazine and 1 in the chamber. He fired all 16 rounds and then 
reloaded. At this time the suspect was still standing and still had the gun in his hand. 
Other officers were yelling at the suspect to drop the gun, but he failed to do so. Because 
the suspect was still standing and still had the gun in his hand and was still a threat, 
Deputy Jimenez fired another four to five rounds. He then heard a deputy, possibly Deputy 
Milliman, yelling to hold fire. The suspect was still standing, but Deputy Jimenez stopped 
firing and he saw the suspect move his body to the right. He was now facing in a south 
direction, and the suspect fell face first to the ground. No one else fired at that time. 


Sergeant Anderson summoned paramedics and Deputy Jimenez stayed back with 
Sergeant Anderson who assigned the deputies duties at the scene. Deputy Jimenez went 
to houses west of the shooting location at 118th and York Street to ascertain if there were 
any civilians injured during this incident. They found none. 


Deputy Jimenez said he never approached the suspect, and after approximately 20 to 30 
minutes, he was taken to Lennox Station to await interview by Homicide Investigators, 
leaving his radio car at the scene. 


Deputy Jimenez left the magazine for his weapon at the location, and he said it should still 
be in the driver's seat of Messerschmidt and Morien's vehicle. He does not know if his 
name is on the magazine or not. As Deputy Jimenez could add nothing further, this 
interview was terminated and the tape ended at 1036 hours. 


” On 03-27-98 at 1050 hours, Investigators interviewed victim #2, Deputy KENNETH 
FONTANILLA, in an office at Lennox Sheriff's Station. This interview was tape recorded, 
and the tape was begun at 1058 hours. 


Deputy Fontanilla stated he had been on patrol with his partner aaa and 
had observed a helicopter with its light on hovering over the freeway at southbound 405 
to eastbound 105. He then heard and saw a Hawthorne unit rolling Code 3 towards the 
freeway. Shortly after that, he received a radio call of a Possible attempt suicide "jumper" 
on the freeway. The Lennox desk requested units to respond. Lennox Unit 32A said they 
could get there in two minutes Code 3. When 32A got there, they requested assistance, 
and Deputy Fontanilla and his partner responded in less than a minute. 3 


Deputy Fontanilla stated they had traveled westbound Imperial between Inglewood and the 
405 Freeway and were stopped at the stoplight. They held that position stopping traffic for 
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approximately five minutes. Then Unit 32A, who was Deputies Messerschmidt and Morien, 
told Deputy Fontanilla and his partner to go block the off-ramp to the westbound 105 to 
eastbound Imperial to control the situation so no cars went into the kill zone. 


Deputy Fontanilla said he positioned his car west of La Cienega and east of Aviation by 
the off-ramp to the westbound 405. He is not sure the name of the off-ramp; however, they 
stayed there for approximately ten minutes. They had a visual from that location of a man 
on top of the overpass, and they could hear shots being fired because the suspect was 
shooting at Unit 32A. On the radio, 32A said the suspect was shooting at them and at the 
helicopter, and Deputy Fontanilla said he could hear four to five rounds. Then Deputy 
Morien advised on the radio they returned fire. 


More radio cars arrived and Deputy Fontanilla and his partner told them to steer clear of 
the area and waited for more units to come. A unit then advised on the radio the suspect 
was in his car and was now eastbound on the 105 Freeway from the southbound 405 
Freeway. Deputy Fontanilla and the other units were requested to join the pursuit. 


Deputy Fontanilla proceeded eastbound on the 105 Freeway and at that time he could see 
four to five radio cars, all Code 3, behind the white suspect vehicle. The radio had earlier 
said the suspect vehicle was a white sedan four-door with one occupant, a male White with 
blonde hair. He said the suspect vehicle was approximately 50 to 75 yards ahead of him, 
and there were approximately five radio cars between Deputy Fontanilla's unit and the 
suspect vehicle. 


Deputy Fontanilla does not believe the speed on the freeway was more than about 45 
miles per hour, and the suspect went from lane #2 to #4, but they were slow lane changes. 
The suspect vehicle then exited the eastbound 105 Freeway at Prairie and went 
_ southbound. When the suspect vehicle was southbound on Prairie, he observed it 
* -appeared to make a right turn onto westbound Imperial, then he made a U-turn and went 
back southbound on Prairie, The suspect vehicle continued southbound Prairie until he 
turned westbound or right at 118th Street. There were, by now, approximately 15 to 20 
radio cars all together following the suspect, and he believes they all had their lights on and 
some had their sirens on. After the vehicle was westbound on 118th, it stopped by the 
north curb approximately 50 to 60 feet west of Prairie. Deputies stopped their vehicles and 
exited. 


Polaroid photos #2 and #3 were shown to Deputy Fontanilla, and he indicated he stopped 
his vehicle on Prairie just north of 118th Street in the left turn lane. After he parked and 
exited his radio car, he drew his weapon and went to the rear of Vehicle #123, Deputies 
Messerschmidt and Morien's vehicle. He said his vehicle was #810, and the numbers were 
visible from the top view. 


@) 
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Deputy Fontanilla was at the right trunk area on the passenger side of that vehicle. The 
passenger of that car was between the car door, which was open, and the doorjamb, and 
there was a car to the right or north of them with the driver's door open with a deputy 
standing there. Deputy Fontanilla saw the suspect walk from the front of his vehicle 
towards the sidewalk on the north side of 118th Street. The suspect stopped on the 
sidewalk just outside his passenger's door. He had a gun in his right hand, which Deputy 
Fontanilla described as a blue steel semiautomatic, either a 9mm or a .45 caliber, large 
frame weapon. 


The suspect tapped the bottom of the gun like he was loading the semiautomatic, or 
making sure the magazine was fully seated. The suspect then racked the slide back to 
chamber a round to make the weapon fully operational. The suspect took a few steps 
forward or eastbound on the sidewalk towards the deputies. Several deputies were yelling 
to stop right there and drop the gun, etc. Several voices yelled at different times as this 
was ongoing. The suspect was holding the gun with his right hand, and he then put the 
muzzle to his right temple. Deputies continued to shout at him to drop the gun and to stop. 
The suspect paused then pulled the muzzle away from his temple and pointed the gun at 
the deputies. 


Deputy Fontanilla felt the weapon was pointed directly at him because he was in the middle 
of the line of radio cars and officers. Deputy Fontanilla fired his duty weapon several times 
because he felt the suspect was going to kill him or a fellow deputy or an innocent 
bystander. He knew the suspect had already fired at the helicopter and deputies earlier. 
Deputy Fontanilla believed he fired four to five rounds from his duty weapon, a county 
issued 9mm Beretta, Model 92F. 


Deputy Fontanilla keeps his weapon loaded with 16 rounds; 15 in the magazine and 1 in 
the chamber. He later counted his rounds and discovered he had in fact fired a total of 13 


* rounds. 


The suspect appeared to be hit several times and leaned against the chain-link fence on 
the north side of the sidewalk, and he did not move. Several deputies yelled to cease fire. 
The suspect then slowly leaned to his west and fell over to the sidewalk. 


Eventually, Deputy Fontanilla holstered his weapon, never approaching the suspect. He 
stayed at the rear of car #123. He then helped canvass the neighborhood in the vicinity 
of 118th and Prairie to make sure no civilians had been injured. He left his radio car at the 
scene and was transported by someone else back to Lennox Sheriff's Station for interview. 


Deputy Fontanilla was asked if he knew where his partner was during this incident. He 
said his partner had the shotgun from the car and was behind the Hawthorne unit, north 
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of his location. As Deputy Fontanilla could add nothing further, the interview was 
terminated. The tape ended at 1135 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at 1137 hours, Investigators began interviewing victim #3, Deputy TIMOTHY 
MILLIMAN, in an office at Lennox Sheriff's Station. Deputy Milliman was working Unit 31B 
EM with his partner, trainee Richard MacIntosh, who was the driver of their vehicle during 
this incident. This interview was tape recorded, and the tape begun at 1141 hours. 


Deputy Milliman stated he and his partner were on routine patrol when they heard on the 
radio Unit 32A, Deputies Morien and Messerschmidt, requesting assistance regarding a 
possible "jumper" on the freeway overpass. 


Deputy Milliman and his partner responded to Imperial Highway and stopped to block 
traffic. The suspect was southbound on the 405 Freeway to the eastbound 105 Freeway, 
but Deputy Milliman could not tell which direction his car was facing. He stated he moved 
to a safe position behind the concrete pillar, and from there he could see the suspect's 
head and shoulders. This freeway overpass is very high in the air, at least 100 feet above 
where Deputy Milliman was on Imperial Highway east of the overpass of the north/south 
405/105 interchange. 


Deputy Milliman said there was a great deal of radio traffic during this time with a Los 
Angeles Police Department helicopter overhead. He heard four or more gunshots from the 
area of the suspect, but he did not know where they came from. Then Unit 32A said on 
the air that the suspect had shot at the helicopter and then at them. They returned fire 
advising they were involved in a "998." Those were the shots that Deputy Milliman heard. 


Some traffic was coming off the freeway to Imperial Highway, but radio cars were stopping 
them. However, Deputy Milliman thought there were still some innocent people possibly 


“. 1+ Gn thè line of fire so he ran to the other radio car and told them they had to get people out 


of there and to send them eastbound on Imperial. He believes it was a Lawndale car, 
possibly Deputy Jauck, he gave this information to. There were at least five or six civilian 
cars, and they told them to turn around and drive eastbound on Imperial Highway so they 
were not in the line of fire. The deputies stayed behind their patrol cars. 


Unit 30L, Sergeant Anderson, arrived and asked if they were AR-15 qualified. Deputy 
Milliman stated he was not, but he believed Deputy Valick was. Sergeant Anderson said 
he had already given Deputy Valick an AR-15. 


Deputy Milliman then saw a radio car driving southbound on the 405 where the suspect 
was. He observed the suspect and his vehicle were gone, and there was a line of radio 
cars southbound on the 405 Freeway to the eastbound 105 Freeway. He told his partner 
to get in the car, and they ran to their patrol unit. With Deputy Macintosh driving, they 
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drove eastbound on Imperial Highway, and the units who were following the suspect said 
they were eastbound on the 105 Freeway and exiting at Prairie. 


As the line of radio cars were nearing Prairie, Deputy Milliman and his partner went 
northbound on Prairie. They could see the suspect coming southbound with the radio cars 
behind him. Deputy Milliman had his partner drive to approximately 112th Street and wait. 
The suspect then passed them with Unit 32A behind him. Deputy Milliman had his partner 
drive behind Unit 32A because there was a large gap between radio cars. They were now 
southbound Prairie, the second unit behind the suspect vehicle. There was a Hawthorne 
unit next to Deputy Milliman and his partner. 


While they were southbound Prairie, they observed the suspect slow at 118th Street and 
turn westbound. As Unit 32A was Code 3 (lights and sirens), Deputy Milliman turned off 
his siren but kept his red lights on. The suspect pulled to the north side of the curb and 
stopped. At this time Deputy Milliman turned his reds from circular to two solid reds to the 
front. He got out of his radio car and saw the suspect getting out of his vehicle. 


Deputy Milliman was shown Polaroid photo #1, and he indicated his unit was the second 
from the right. The other unit north of him was the Hawthorne Police Department unit. The 
third unit from the right in that photo is Unit 32A, Deputies Morien and Messerschmidt, and 
he is not sure who the fourth vehicle belonged to. 


Deputy Milliman stated he got out of his car and stayed at the junction of the open 
passenger door on his vehicle. His gun was drawn, which was his county issued 9mm 
Beretta, Model 92F. He carries his duty weapon with 16 rounds; 1 in the chamber and 15 
in the magazine. 


_ When the suspect got out of thé driver's side of his car, Deputy Milliman could see he had 


>a large handgun in his right hand. The gun looked approximately the same size as Deputy 


Milliman's 9mm. The suspect walked towards the deputies around the trunk of his car to 
the curb on the sidewalk north of his car, and he stood at the rear fender. Deputy Milliman 
could see the suspect "tap and rack" his weapon because he was holding the gun in his 
right hand, and with his left hand he hit the bottom of his gun as if he was inserting the 
magazine into the butt of his weapon or making sure it was seated. His left hand went to 
the top of his weapon pulling the slide back to chamber a round. Deputy Milliman believed 
the suspect's weapon was now ready to fire and so on the radio he said, "It is locked and 
loaded." 


The suspect turned and faced the line of officers. Several people, including Deputy 
Milliman, yelled at the suspect to drop his weapon. Deputy Milliman yelled again for him 
to drop his weapon in a loud and strong voice. Other deputies and officers were yelling at 
the suspect also, so Deputy Milliman stopped. He then heard the Hawthorne officer to his 
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right yelling like he knew the suspect, "Don't do it, don't do it. Put your gun down." The 
suspect, holding the gun in his right hand, then put the muzzle to his right temple while the 
officers continued to yell at him to put the gun down and not to do it. 


The suspect then pulled the gun away from his head and pointed it right at Deputy Milliman 
and other officers. Deputy Milliman fired at the suspect because he was convinced the 
suspect was going to shoot him if he did not. He believed he fired 6 to 8 rounds; however, 
later he counted his rounds and discovered he had fired 15. 


Deputy Milliman quit firing when the suspect's hand went down to his right side and the gun 
was no longer pointed at them. He believed the suspect was no longer a threat. A few 
more rounds were fired by others before the suspect stepped back into the fence on the 
north side of the sidewalk. Deputy Milliman saw the suspect then lean against the fence 
and he yelled, "Hold your fire!" The Hawthorne officer yelled, "Cease fire!" At that point 
the suspect slumped to the ground. 


Deputy Milliman never approached the suspect, but he did help canvass the area looking 
for any injured persons. None were found and he was then taken to Lennox Sheriff's 
Station for an interview, leaving his patrol car at the scene. As Deputy Milliaman could add 
nothing further, the interview was terminated, and this tape ended at 1217 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at 1230 hours, Investigators interviewed witness #1, Deputy DAVID 
GUNNER, in the presence of Sergeant Roger Zombeck from the Internal Affairs Bureau. 
This interview was tape recorded, and the tape was turned on at 1230 hours. 


Deputy Gunner stated he had been working Unit 31A EM as a training officer with his 
trainee, Deputy Basse. He had Deputy Basse drive during this shift. While they were on 
patrol, they heard a request for'assistance from Unit 32A, Deputy Messerschmidt and his 
` partner, Deputy Morien, regarding a man getting ready to jump off the southbound 405 
Freeway interchange to the eastbound 105 Freeway. 


Deputy Gunner and his partner drove Code 3 from Lennox Sheriff's Station to Imperial 
Highway west of Inglewood Avenue. They saw the suspect on top of the transition road, 
which was approximately 100 feet high in the air. He was illuminated by a Los Angeles 
Police Department Aero Unit helicopter overhead. Using binoculars, Deputy Gunner could 
see a gun in the suspect's hand. He was also advised over the radio the suspect had a 
gun. He believed they were too close to the situation, so they proceeded eastbound on 
Imperial to Inglewood and blocked traffic at that location for safety issues. They were there 
for approximately ten minutes, and his partner said that someone was shooting.“ Then, 
over the radio, Unit 32A advised of the "998." 
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Shortly thereafter, the suspect got in his vehicle and drove eastbound through the 
transition to the eastbound 105 Freeway. Deputy Gunner heard on the radio the suspect 
was on the move. He could also see the helicopter following him with the spotlight; 
however, he could not see the suspect vehicle from his position. They were told via the 
radio that units were in pursuit; therefore, he and his partner drove eastbound on Imperial 
to the entrance of the eastbound 105 Freeway and kept civilians from getting on the 
freeway. 


They heard the suspect had exited at Prairie from the eastbound 105 Freeway. Deputy 
Gunner said they then drove to Prairie and Imperial, where they saw the suspect vehicle 
passing southbound on Prairie followed by approximately 20 radio cars from the Sheriffs 
Department, Hawthorne Police Department, Highway Patrol, Los Angeles Police 
Department, etc. The units were Code 3 with their red lights and sirens on. 


Deputy Gunner said he and his partner joined the caravan of radio cars as it passed 
southbound Prairie. He was told via Sheriff's radio the suspect had turned westbound or 
right on 118th Street from Prairie. However, he was so far back he could not see, and his 
unit was stopped in a traffic jam on Prairie approximately 50 yards north of 118th Street. 
He and his partner got out and ran to the corner of 118th and Prairie in the middle of the 
street. 


Photo #3 was shown to Deputy Gunner, and he indicated he was north of the radio car in 
the left turn pocket, which is believed to be Deputy Fontanilla's vehicle. Deputy Gunner 
heard someone say the suspect was out of the vehicle and had a gun; therefore, he 
(Deputy Gunner) took cover behind the car and he could see a line of officers and deputies 
behind the radio cars on 118th Street and Prairie. He heard of volley of gunshots but he 
maintained his position. Before the shots, he had heard people yelling at the suspect to 
drop the gun, but he does not'remember much else. 


Deputy Gunner said he was by a radio car north of 118th and Prairie for about ten seconds 
after the gunshots, and then he took cover behind the engine block. After the gunshots 
ceased, he moved closer to the location and walked by the body when he checked houses 
to see if anyone else was injured. Deputy Gunner said when he saw the suspect for the 
first time, he was lying face down on the sidewalk next to his car on the north side of 118th 
Street. His vehicle was at the north curb line facing westbound and was approximately 15 
to 20 feet west of Prairie. Deputy Gunner and his partner were driven back to Lennox 
Sheriff's Station in their own patrol vehicle by Deputy Joe Garcia. 


Deputy Gunner said he did not fire any rounds during this incident because he was 


approximately 30 to 35 feet north of the limit line on 118th Street and Prairie and could not 
see the suspect from that position. He described the volley of gunshots as quick bursts 
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lasting approximately five seconds. He could not add anything further and this interview 
was terminated. The tape shut off at 1252 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at 1255 hours, Investigators interviewed witness #2, Deputy BLAKE BASSE, 
in the presence of Sergeant Stacy Lee from the Internal Affairs Bureau. This interview was 
tape recorded, and the tape was turned on at 1300 hours. 


Deputy Basse stated he was working Unit 31A with Deputy Gunner, and he was the driver 
of their vehicle. While they were on patrol, they heard a radio call from Lennox Station of 
a 417 suspect (man with a gun) on the overpass of the southbound 405 Freeway to the 
eastbound 105 Freeway. They proceeded to Imperial Highway west of Inglewood Avenue 
because they were told by the handling unit (Unit 32A, Deputies Messerschmidt and 
Morien) to block off traffic at that point. They did traffic control for approximately five 
minutes at that location. They could see the suspect vehicle lit up by the Los Angeles 
Police Department helicopter overhead, which was illuminating the area. 


Deputy Basse and his partner then went to the intersection of Imperial and Inglewood 
because they were too close to the situation. They knew the suspect was armed with a 
gun and he was moving around. Deputy Basse stated he and his training officer directed 
traffic while others assisted with the situation. He heard three gunshots and then heard 
on the radio the suspect shot at the Los Angeles Police Department helicopter. Then he 
heard on the radio that deputies were involved in a shooting with the suspect on the on- 
ramp. He knew the suspect was shooting at the deputies and the deputies had shot back. 


In the meantime, assisting units were rolling to their location at Imperial and Inglewood, 
including 30L, Sergeant Anderson, 30S, Sergeant Hinkle, and Sergeant Morejon and other 
agencies responded to help. The radio said the suspect was now moving, and Deputy 
Basse saw the Los Angeles Police Department helicopter with its light on, moving along 
- the transition road, following the suspect, who went from the southbound 405 Freeway to 
the eastbound 105 Freeway. 


Deputy Basse and his partner left and drove eastbound on Imperial in an attempt to keep 
up with the suspect, who was on the freeway, to clear the intersections for safety reasons. 
The suspect vehicle exited the freeway at Prairie. Deputy Basse and his partner had been 
eastbound Imperial at Prairie and saw the suspect vehicle drive through the intersection 
to southbound Prairie followed by about 15 radio cars, all with red lights, not all with sirens. 
Deputy Basse believes his red lights were on, but he put his siren on only through the 
intersections. He had the siren off other times so they could listen for gunshots. , 


Deputy Basse joined the caravan of radio cars following the suspect vehicle and learned 


the suspect vehicle had turned westbound on 118th Street from southbound Prairie. This 
information was transmitted over Sheriffs radio. He stopped and parked his radio car 
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approximately 80 feet north of 118th Street on Prairie. He parked against the curb on the 
west side of Prairie. He got out and went towards the intersection and took up a position 
at a radio car at the northwest corner of 118th and Prairie. 


Deputy Basse was shown Polaroid photograph #3, and he pointed out the Hawthorne 
Police unit at the northwest corner of 118th and Prairie and said that was the vehicle he 
was behind. Deputy Basse said within one to two seconds of his getting to that position, 
he heard multiple gunshots. He could not see the suspect, but he had heard several 
people yelling at him to drop his gun. He stated he could only see the suspect vehicle 
parked on the north curb of 118th Street west of Prairie. He heard the numerous gunshots 
and believed the bursts lasted for approximately one to two seconds. He felt it was very 
quick. 


After the shooting ended, Deputy Basse took a better advantage position to the front of the 
Hawthorne Police unit, and he was now by the front left tire. From that position he could 
see the suspect on the ground. He had his gun out, but he did not fire or approach the 
suspect. He assisted in canvassing the neighborhood checking for other injured persons, 
but none were found. They did find bullet holes in stucco from the gunshots. 


Deputy Basse and his partner were driven back to Lennox Sheriff's Station in their own 
vehicle. As Deputy Basse could add nothing further, the interview was terminated, and the 
tape was shut off at 1320 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at 1330 hours, Investigators interviewed witness #3, Sergeant ELIER 
MOREJON, in the presence of Sergeant Stacy Lee from the Internal Affairs Bureau. This 
interview was tape recorded. 


. _ Sergeant Morejon stated he was working Unit ad been conducting a BE 

ee 
at that location, he heard Unit 32A requesting assistance or backup in regards to a "417 
suspect" or "man with a gun.” Sergeant Hinkle left to respond to that request and took his, 
(Sergeant Morejon's) vehicle because it had all their response gear in it. Sergeant Morejon 


and Deputy Jimenez stayed behind at the scenario to clean up after the training. 


Sergeant Morejon explained they were on a different radio frequency so he was getting 
his information secondhand. Sergeant Morejon said he and Deputy Jimenez drove back 
to the station in a detective car, and he turned the radio onto the Lennox frequency. 


When he and Deputy Jimenez got to the station, he went into dispatch to check’on the 
location of the request for assistance while Deputy Jimenez changed into his uniform. He 
continued to hear updates on the radio as to the situation, and he heard the suspect was 
shooting at a Los Angeles Police Department helicopter overhead. He and Deputy 
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Jimenez got into a patrol unit and went to Imperial and Inglewood where they stopped. 
Other units were there, including Deputy Gunner and his trainee. Sergeant Morejon was 
unsure where the suspect was. He heard others on the radio say they were taking rounds 
and that the suspect had shot at the helicopter and at the deputies. 


From his location, Sergeant Morejon could not see the suspect vehicle. All his information 
was coming from the radio. K-9 units were at his location and Sergeant Morejon asked for 
Unit 30L to respond to his location with Sergeant Hinkle so they could set up a command 
post for Special Enforcement Bureau personnel, who had an estimated time of arrival of 
about 15 minutes. 


When Sergeant Hinkle and Sergeant Anderson arrived, Sergeant Morejon saw the Los 
Angeles Police Department helicopter starting to move in a northeast direction above the 
freeway. He asked where the helicopter was going and was ultimately advised the suspect 
was in his vehicle and was moving from the southbound 405 Freeway to the eastbound 
105 Freeway. 


With Deputy Jimenez now driving, he and Sergeant Morejon turned around and went 
westbound on Imperial to Prairie. The suspect got off the freeway at Prairie, and Sergeant 
Morejon and Deputy Jimenez were now northbound on Prairie at 113th Street looking for 
the suspect. They saw the suspect southbound on Prairie, and Deputy Jimenez turned to 
the right, or east, on a side street so the suspect could not drive past them. Deputy 
Jimenez then made a U-turn and went back southbound on Prairie after the suspect had 
passed their location. 


Sergeant Morejon did not see the caravan of radio cars as they passed; however, once 
they were back on southbound Prairie, they joined the caravan of radio cars following the 
suspect. They were Code 3 one to one half blocks behind the suspect. 


Sergeant Morejon heard on the radio the suspect turned right on 118th Street and yielded. 
He and his partner stopped in the left turn lane southbound on Prairie. He said they got 
out of their car, and he does not know where Deputy Jimenez went. He saw the line of 
radio cars facing southbound Prairie at 118th Street. 


Photo #3 was shown to Sergeant Morejon, and he stated that the bottom right of that photo 
is the front of the radio car he believes is his radio car. 


Sergeant Morejon got out of the passenger door of his car, and he heard officers yelling 
for the suspect to drop his gun and to put it down. He went northbound from his radio car 
and tried to stop other cars and deputies from getting to his position for officer safety 
reasons because there were so many officers already at the scene. Then he heard a burst 
of gunfire which lasted for approximately ten to fifteen seconds. 
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Sergeant Morejon said he ran to the rear driver's side of his car and he stayed down at the 
rear wheel area unti: the end of the gunshots. Then he ran to the northwest corner of 
118th and Prairie and looked westbound. He saw three to four Hawthorne officers walking 
up to the suspect, who was lying on the north sidewalk. The Hawthorne officers cleared 
the suspect vehicle and looked at the suspect, then walked back to Sergeant Morejon's 
location. Sergeant Morejon walked to the middle of 118th and contacted Sergeants Hinkle 
and Anderson and asked them for the yellow crime scene tape so they could cordon off 
the area. 


Sergeant Morejon also requested the Fire Department to respond. When they arrived, he 
and the fire captain and paramedics went to the body. Sergeant Morejon stated he 
accompanied the Fire Department personnel because he did not want any of the shooters 
of this incident to approach the suspect. Fire Department personnel pronounced the 
suspect dead at the scene. 


Sergeant Morejon then assigned several deputies to canvass the area to make sure there 
were no innocent victims as a result of this incident. West of the suspect's location, the 
deputies contacted numerous citizens, but there were no injuries. The deputies who were 
involved and Sergeant Morejon were taken back to Lennox Sheriffs Station where they 
awaited interviews by Homicide Investigators. 


Sergeant Morejon said he fired no rounds during this incident; however his radio car was 
left at the scene. 


Sergeant Morejon also indicated a Hawthorne officer had been at the With them 
earlier in the evening and had left before the Sheriff's personnel because the officer had 
a call from either the Fire Department or Highway Patrol requesting assistance at the 105 
Freeway and Crenshaw. As it turned out, it was the same incident which culminated in this 
“shooting. Sergeant Morejon could add nothing further and the interview was terminated. 
The tape ended at 1400 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at 1405 hours, Investigators interviewed witness #4, Deputy 
in the presence of Sergeant Stacy Lee from Internal Affairs Bureau. This 
interview was tape recorded, and the tape was turned on at 1405 hours. 


Deputy EM stated he was working Unit 34 EM. He was the passenger, and the 
driver was Deputy Fontanilla. While they were on patrol, they heard over Sheriff's radio 
Unit 32A, Deputies Messerschmidt and Morien, requesting assistance in regards to an 
attempt suicide on the transition road between the southbound 405 to the eastbound 105 
Freeways. This transition road is approximately 100 feet high in the air. He and his 
partner took up a position on the 405 Freeway on-ramp west of Inglewood on Imperial to 
block traffic. They were there approximately 20 minutes or longer, and while there, they 
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monitored the Los Angeles Police Department helicopter as it was overhead lighting up 
the area. 


Deputy EE sai he looked through binoculars and could see a male White hanging 
over the bridge looking at the units below. He had something in his hand, and they were 
told via Sheriffs radio it was a gun. He also Jearned over the Sheriff's radio the suspect 
had fired at the helicopter and at the radio car. Deputy NN said he heard 
approximately six gunshots, and Deputy Messerschmidt, Unit 32A, said on the radio he 
was taking rounds and was involved in a "998." No deputies were injured, and the suspect 
was still up on the transition road and appeared to be Okay. 


heard this information transmitted over the Sheriffs radio also. He and his 
partner went eastbound on the105 Freeway and took a Position in the pursuit. They were 
approximately six to eight radio cars behind the suspect vehicle and were Code 3 with their 
lights and sirens on. Deputy SEs 2id the suspect's speed appeared to be between 
35 and 45 miles per hour, but he does not know which lane the suspect was in. He only 
got one brief look at the suspect vehicle from behind because there were so many radio 
cars and he does not know if the suspect was driving erratically or not. 


n. then got in his vehicle and traveled eastbound on the105 Freeway. Deputy 


The suspect exited the freeway at Prairie and went southbound. Deputy Bana his 
partner remained in the caravan of radio cars. The suspect vehicle then turned westbound 
on118th Street and stopped per the Sheriff's radio; therefore, all the radio cars stopped. 
He and his partner stopped southbound on Prairie approximately 25 feet north of 118th 
Street in the middle of the street. Deputy [EMM oot out and took up a position at 118th 
and Prairie, just south of a telephone pole. 


The pole was near the right réar passenger side of the Hawthorne unit at the northwest 
-corner of 118th and Prairie. Deputy I coi see the suspect standing on the 
passenger side of his vehicle moving onto the sidewalk, and he had a pistol resembling a 
semiautomatic pointed at his head. The gun was in his right hand and it was pointed at his 
right temple. The suspect kept moving towards the chain-link fence in a north direction 
on the sidewalk, and Deputy ost sight of him at that time. He and numerous 
other officers were yelling for the suspect to put the gun down, etc. 


Deputy EEE stayea at his position by the telephone pole and then heard numerous 
gunshots which lasted for approximately five to ten seconds. During the gunfire, he stayed 
in his crouched position, but afterward he stood up and reassessed his position in 
relationship with everything going on around him. He had the12-gauge shotgun in his 
hands, but he never fired it or his 9mm. He then unloaded the round in the chamber of his 
shotgun, reloaded it, and checked on the safety of his partner, who was one to two cars 
south of him, and other officers in the vicinity. 
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Deputy HS 2s shown Polaroid photo #1 and said his partner was by Deputy 
Messerschmidt's car, which was the third car from the right. He did not approach the 
suspect and did not canvass the area, maintaining his position. Then he was driven to 
Lennox Sheriff's Station to await interview by Homicide Investigators. As he could add 
nothing further, the interview was terminated. The tape ended at 1426 hours. 


On 03-27-98, Investigators interviewed witness #5, Deputy STEVE JAUCH, in the 
presence of Sergeant Stacy Lee from the Internal Affairs Bureau. This interview was tape 
recorded, and the tape was turned on at 1431 hours. 


Deputy Jauch stated he was working a one-man car, Unit 35 EM, and was on patrol when 
he heard on the radio Unit 32 Adam requesting assistance regarding a possible "jumper" 
from the 405 Freeway in the Lennox area. He responded with his sister units, 35F (Deputy 
McCorkle) and 35T-1 (Deputy Valento). All three of them went to the 405 Freeway 
northbound to contain the area and he (Deputy Jauch) exited at Imperial. 


Deputy Jauch said as he was on Imperial east of the 405 Freeway exit blocking traffic, he 
took cover and watched the Los Angeles Police Department helicopter overhead. He 
could see the suspect's head above him, as this was on the transition road from the 
southbound 405 Freeway to the eastbound 105 Freeway and approximately 100 feet up 
in the air. Deputy Jauch monitored the radio and heard the suspect was armed with a 
handgun, then he heard shots being fired. He is not sure how many shots but believes it 
was less than ten. The sound of gunfire was coming from west of him in the direction of 
where the suspect was. 


Deputy Jauch heard on the radio Unit 32A, Deputies Messerschmidt and Morien, say the 
suspect was firing at the helicopter. Then one of the units said on the radio they were 
involved in a "998." The suspect had fired at the deputies and the deputies returned fire. 


Lennox Unit 30L, Sergeant Anderson, arrived at his location with an AR-15 and wanted to 
know if they were trained to use it. They advised they were not. Then he saw several 
tadio cars Code 3 southbound on the 405 Freeway and approaching the eastbound 105 
Freeway, so Deputy Jauch knew the suspect must be on the move. 


Deputy Jauch got in his marked patrol car and proceeded eastbound on Imperial to Prairie 
because he heard on the radio the suspect vehicle was eastbound on the 105 Freeway 
and was exiting at Prairie. Deputy Jauch went northbound on Prairie from Imperial. He 
saw the suspect vehicle, a white American-made car, coming southbound on Prairie with 
several radio cars behind it. Deputy Jauch turned eastbound on a side street, possibly 
112th Street, so he would not be in the line of fire when the suspect passed. Then he 
made a U-turn back southbound on Prairie and fell in behind the line of radio cars, which 
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were by now ten to fifteen radio cars ahead of him with their lights and sirens on. He had 
just his light bar activated. 


Deputy Jauch heard on the radio the suspect vehicle was now turning westbound on 118th 
from Prairie. He saw all the radio cars stop in front of him north of 118th, and he also 
stopped in the #1 lane of Prairie between 60.to 80 feet north of 118th Street. Units were 
stacked across Prairie, and some units were on the northbound side of Prairie. He exited 
his patrol car and took out his county issued 9rnm weapon and followed the deputies and 
officers in front of him. 


Sergeant Morejon yelled, "He is 417!" meaning he has a gun. Deputy Jauch first took 
cover behind his vehicle. Then he left cover and went southbound on Prairie towards 
118th Street, where several officers were standing in a semicircle from south to north 
across 118th. Several other officers were behind that semicircle. He heard gunshots, and 
at that time he was several feet north of 118th Street on Prairie. 


Deputy Jauch was shown photo #3, which depicted the front of a radio car in the picture. 
He said he was in the vicinity of the front bumper of that vehicle. He could not see the 
suspect before the gunfire, but he heard officers yelling loud commands to put the gun 
down, etc. Then he heard the burst of gunfire, which he believes lasted approximately five 
seconds. 


Deputy Jauch said he went closer to 118th Street to see the suspect. By the time he got 
there and could see past everyone, the suspect was down on the sidewalk. He never went 
to the suspect's body and he re-holstered his weapon without firing it. 


Deputy Jauch did not assist in canvassing the neighborhood but instead returned to 
Lennox Sheriffs Station in his' patrol vehicle, which was a Lawndale unit. He estimates 
“there were approximately 20 to 30 officers in front of him during this shooting incident. As 
he could add nothing further, the interview was terminated. The tape ended at 1500 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at 1510 hours, Investigators interviewed victim #4, Deputy MARK 
McCORKLE. This interview was tape recorded, and the tape was turned on at 1512 
hours. 


Deputy McCorkle stated he had been working Unit 35F, a one-man unit. He was on patrol 
when he heard Unit 32A say they needed assistance in regards to a "jumper" on the 
overpass of the northbound 405 Freeway transition to the eastbound 105 Freeway. It 
turned out the location was actually southbound 405, not northbound. 


Deputy McCorkle stated he was at the intersection of 159th and Hawthorne by the 
northbound on-ramp to the 405 Freeway from Hawthorne Boulevard when this request 
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came out. He drove northbound on the 405 Freeway, and then someone on the radio said 
Unit 32A was at La Cienega and Imperial and he wanted units on Imperial east of his 
location. 


Deputy McCorkle then exited the freeway at Imperial and took a position east of Unit 32A 
and the suspect. He could see the Los Angeles Police Department helicopter overhead 
lighting up the area. He got out of his patrol vehicle and saw a white, four-door vehicle 
and the suspect on the transition road lit up by the helicopter. Deputy McCorkle then 
changed his position at the request of Unit 32A, who wanted units south of Imperial on La 
Cienega to block traffic. He was with Deputy Mike Valento, Unit 35T-1, and they were at 
the southwest corner of La Cienega and Imperial. 


At that point Deputy McCorkle saw the suspect straddling the wall on the interchange with 
his right leg hanging over Imperial Highway. This interchange is approximately 100 feet 
high in the air. He said Unit 32A, Deputies Messerschmidt and Morien, then advised over 
the air they were fired upon by the suspect and they returned fire. They also said the 
suspect was shooting at the helicopter. Deputy McCorkle heard approximately five to six 
rounds and could see the deputy shooting at the suspect from a crouched position behind 
the radio car. He could see the muzzle flashes from their guns. 


Deputy McCorkle and Deputy Valento held their position until the suspect left the location, 
and then Deputy McCorkle drove northbound on La Cienega to eastbound Imperial. He 
was at Prairie and Imperial when he heard over the radio the suspect was exiting the 
eastbound 105 Freeway at Prairie. Deputy McCorkle was on the east side of the 
intersection facing west in the wrong lane. The suspect went southbound on Prairie past 
Imperial followed by several radio cars Code 3. Deputy McCorkle joined the rear of the 
caravan, behind approximately ten radio cars. He saw the suspect turn right on 118th 
Street, so he stopped on Prairie perpendicular to the southwest curb of 118th and Prairie. 


Deputy McCorkle described his vehicle as being parked on the west side of Prairie, south 
of 118th Street, pointed in the northwest direction because he had swung his vehicle 
around into that position and then stopped. He got out of his vehicle and walked to the 
rear and took a position on the driver's side of Unit 316, which was north of him. 


The suspect had exited his car; however, Deputy McCorkle did not see him get out. He 
saw him by the driver's door facing towards the officers in the southeast direction. The 
suspect turned and walked away from the deputies to the front of his car and then north 
to the sidewalk area. The suspect stepped on the sidewalk, and Deputy McCorkle saw him 
loading a magazine into the butt of his gun. The suspect held the gun in his right hand and 
he racked the slide back or made a motion with the gun as if he had just chambered a 
round into the weapon and was preparing to shoot. Deputy McCorkle believed the suspect 
was now capable of firing the weapon, and he had his county issued 9mm Beretta, Model 
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92F, out of his holster. He carries it with 16 rounds; 15 in the magazine and 1 in the 
chamber. 


Deputy McCorkle had his gun trained on the suspect because he knew the suspect had 
previously fired at the Los Angeles Police Department helicopter and at Deputies 
Messerschmidt and Morien. He saw the suspect holding the gun in his right hand, then he 
raised the gun to his right temple. Deputy McCorkle does not recall hearing anyone say 
anything. He saw the suspect lower the gun from his right temple and point it at him 
(Deputy McCorkle) and other officers near him. 


Deputy McCorkle believed the suspect was going to shoot them so he fired three times. 
Deputy McCorkle saw the suspect fall back into the chain-link fence. He still had the gun 
in his hand, and Deputy McCorkle still felt he was a threat, so he fired two more rounds. 
He stopped firing because now the suspect's arms were down at his side and were limp. 
It appeared the suspect's jacket was tangled in the fence. The suspect was no longer a 
threat at this point, and he then fell to the ground. 


Deputy McCorkle never walked to the suspect's body. He did assist in canvassing the area 
for any injuries and none were found. He left his radio car at the scene and was given a 
tide back to Lennox Sheriffs Station where he awaited an interview by Homicide 
Investigators. He could add nothing further, and the interview was terminated. The tape 
was ended at 1546 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at 1552 hours, Investigators interviewed victim #5, Deputy MICHAEL 
VALENTO. This interview was tape recorded and the tape begun at 1555 hours. 


Deputy Valento stated he was working a one-man car, Unit 35T-1, in the early morning 
hours. He was on patrol and héard Unit 32A requesting assistance in regards to a possible 
“"jJumper" on the 405 Freeway. He drove Code 3 to the northbound 405 Freeway and exited 
at Imperial Highway, where four to five units were already stopped. He stated he stopped 
on Imperial between Inglewood and La Cienega. He was there approximately two minutes 
when he received information from units already there that the "jumper" was on the 
southbound 405 Freeway to the eastbound 105 Freeway. There was a Los Angeles Police 
Department helicopter overhead, but Deputy Valento never saw the suspect. 


Unit 32A requested one or two units to shut down eastbound traffic at La Cienega and 
Imperial. Deputy Valento and Unit 35, Deputy McCorkle, went southbound Inglewood 
Avenue and met with Unit 32A to ascertain exactly where they wanted traffic blocked off. 
Unit 32A wanted them to go south of Imperial on La Cienega and stop the northbound 
traffic, which they did. 
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Deputy Valento said he heard approximately three to four gunshots while he was there. 
He did not see any muzzle flashes, but then he heard a "998" on the air from Unit 32A. He 
also heard over the radio the suspect had shot at the helicopter and at Unit 32A, but 
Deputy Valento kept his position, as he was directed to do, and continued to block traffic. 


Deputy Valento said he saw the helicopter orbiting east and heard a unit say the suspect 
was in his vehicle and was now eastbound on the 105 Freeway. Deputy Valento left his 
position and drove northbound on La Cienega to westbound Imperial to the105 east and 
got on the freeway. He joined the line of radio cars chasing the suspect, and he believes 
he was approximately seven to nine cars back. He was Code 3 and believes the other 
radio cars were also. 


Deputy Valento saw the suspect exit the freeway at Prairie Avenue, and he and the other 
radio cars followed. He does not know how many radio cars were behind him but said he 
passed several on the shoulder of the freeway, so he believes they joined in behind him. 
Deputy Valento then proceeded southbound on Prairie through Imperial, and he saw the 
suspect turn westbound on 118th Street, so he parked his vehicle in the second row of 
radio cars. 


Deputy Valento was shown Polaroid photo #5 and said the car in the center on Prairie 
Avenue headed in the southwest direction was his. He got out and went to the radio car 
in front of his, which was a Crown Victoria. In Polaroid photo #4, he said he was by Car 
#316, which was the fourth car from the right and parked west at the southwest corner. 
He stood behind the driver's front tire and the engine block. 


As Deputy Valento was taking cover, he could see the suspect exit his vehicle with a 
handgun in his hand. He described the gun as being a black or blue steel semiautomatic 
handgun. The suspect was holding his gun in his right hand, and he turned his back to the 
‘officers and walked around the front of his vehicle to the north sidewalk. The suspect then 
turned to face Deputy Valenfo's position, and he put the gun to his right temple. Deputy 
Valento never heard the suspect say anything, but there were numerous commands from 
Deputy Valento, the deputies, and other officers for the suspect to drop his gun. Deputy 
Valento had his county issued 9mm Beretta, Model 92F, out. He keeps it loaded with 16 
rounds; 1 in the chamber and 15 in the magazine. 


Deputy Valento saw the suspect lower the gun and point it towards Deputy Valento and 
the other deputies. Believing they were about to be shot, Deputy Valento fired 15 rounds 
from his service revolver. He reloaded but did not fire because he perceived the threat was 
over as the suspect appeared incapacitated. It appeared his clothes were hung up on the 
fence for approximately 20 seconds and then the suspect fell limp to the ground. 
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Deputy Valento originally believed he fired 16 rounds, but upon Investigators’ checking it, 
it appeared he fired 15 rounds. He apparently mistakenly believed his gun was empty 
when he reloaded. When Investigators checked his weapon, both magazines were fully 
loaded with 15 rounds and 1 round was in the chamber. This serial number of his weapon 
is BER121292Z, and he used his county issued AST ammunition. 


Deputy Valento did not approach the suspect's body, but he did help canvass the area for 
any civilian injuries; none were found. He left his car at the location and was transported 
back to Lennox Sheriffs Station to await interview by Homicide Investigators. Deputy 
Valento added that when he fired his weapon, he had fired some rounds and then took a 
quick moment to reevaluate the scene. He believea the suspect was still a threat and he 
fired more rounds. He believed that his life and the life of others around him were in 
danger. Deputy Valento could add nothing further, and the interview was terminated. The 
tape ended at 1620 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at 1625 hours, Investigators interviewed Deputy BRENDAN CORBETT. 
Although he was a non-shooter, Internal Affairs Bureau personnel were not available, and 
this interview was conducted in their absence. This interview was tape recorded, and the 
tape turned on at 1630 hours. 


Deputy Corbett is a Canine Unit with the Special Enforcement Bureau (SEB) assigned to 
Unit 240 K9-1. He stated that he was at SEB Headquarters monitoring the radio scanner 
when he heard on the radio a “man with a gun" situation on the freeway overpass in the 
Lennox area. He responded in his marked patrol unit with his dog. He was in uniform. 
While responding, he heard there was an officer involved shooting, or 998, with the 
suspect on the freeway overpass. He updated the SEB desk with this information and 
exited at Prairie from the 105 Freeway and proceeded westbound Imperial to La Cienega. 


‘Deputy Corbett stated by the time he arrived, he knew the suspect was shooting at the 
helicopter overhead and deputies had returned fire. They were attempting to set up a 
command post when the suspect went mobile or got in his vehicle and left. He heard on 
the radio the suspect went eastbound on the 105 Freeway, so Deputy Corbett followed. 
He was behind Sergeant LeBarge, also from SEB, and they proceeded to eastbound 
Imperial at the Prairie on-ramp to the 105 Freeway eastbound. However, as they were 
trying to get on the freeway, the suspect was exiting the freeway at Prairie and proceeding 
southbound with units in pursuit. 


Deputy Corbett backed up and joined the caravan of radio cars following the suspect. He 
said the line of radio cars were approximately four abreast, and he was initially seven to 
eight radio cars behind the suspect and later eight to ten cars back. The suspect vehicle 
turned westbound on 118th Street and stopped. He heard on the radio the suspect was 
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yielding at that location. He continued behind the units, who stopped facing westbound 
on 118th Street. He also stopped but was facing southbound. 


Deputy Corbett got out and went to the rear driver's side of his vehicle and got his K-9 dog 
out, and then he went to the front left tire area of his radio car. In photograph #4, he 
indicated the fourth car from the right in the photo, facing west at the southwest curb, is 
where he and his dog took a position. From there they could barely see the suspect; 
however, he could see the suspect on the passenger side of his car on the sidewalk slowly 
walking east with his right hand holding the gun to his right temple. Deputy Corbett tried 
to get the dog to focus on the suspect. 


The suspect continued slowly walking east at the northwest corner. As the suspect was 
near his right rear tire, he lowered the gun and pointed it at the officers. Then Deputy 
Corbett heard a burst of gunfire. He concentrated on the dog because he did not want the 
dog to get excited and bite anyone because of the noise, and he wanted to get his dog out 
of the way. He said the burst of gunfire lasted approximately five to ten seconds, which 
was enough time for him to almost get back to his car and put his dog in the backseat 
before the shots stopped. He looked in the direction of the suspect and saw the suspect 
slumped against the fence in a half sitting position. Then the suspect was on the ground. 


Deputy Corbett said he never went to the suspect and he never had his gun out. He is left- 
handed and he was holding his dog in his left hand and his attention was strictly on the 
control of the dog. He never fired any weapon. 


Deputy Corbett left the scene in his radio car and maintained a position up the street for 
a short time, then he returned to the area and signed the log documenting his presence 
at the location. After talking to his supervisor, he left and went home because his shift 
was [to MJ hours; however, he had been on duty since noon the day before 
‘because of a special assignment. 


When requested to do so, Deputy Corbett responded back to Lennox Sheriff's Station to 
be interviewed regarding this incident. Deputy Corbett wanted to add to his statement, 
saying he did recall hearing on the radio at one point that someone said the suspect had 
gone back to his car and gotten another weapon or reloaded his weapon. It was Deputy 
Corbett's impression the suspect had two guns. As he could add nothing further, the 
interview was terminated. The tape ended at 1650 hours. 


GD 
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This concludes the interviews conducted by Investigators Schrick and Beck. This report 
is to be made a permanent part of this file. 


BY: INVESTIGATOR PAMELA SCHRICK. 

INVESTIGATOR JEROME BECK, nbd. 
APPROVED BY: A/LIEUTENANT MIKE ROBINSON f/¥~ 
HOMICIDE BUREAU - DETECTIVE DIVISION 
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TEI OSSD III III III III III III ITI I TIT IIIA. 


On 03-27-98, | was assigned to assist in this case and interview several firemen and police 
officers that were identified as victims/witnesses in the shooting death of Mr. Michael 
Arnold. 


While at Lennox station | was awaiting the arrival of paramedic firemen for interviews. 
During my wait, | responded to a public address page asking for anyone in homicide to 
contact the station operator. In doing so, | received a telephone call from a male adult 
caller who identified himself as ees The conversation was taken at the 
detective bureau on a non-taped line. 


Mr egan the conversation by saying, "sir my name is. I'm calling 
in response to the television news release about the shooting on the freeway. Can you tell 
me if the person who was killed is Michael Arnold"? | asked Mr. to spell his name 
and identify himself. | se and again asked; “can you tell me if the person is Mr. 
Arnold?" | told the caller that | was unable to tell him because the investigation was 
ongoing and specifically no identification had been confirmed at this time. It was also 
explained that the Coroner's investigator had not yet arrived to examine and process any 
personal affects that would assist in the positive identification of the deceased. 
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Mr 2 "I understand sir, however, l'm looking at the television and | can see 
the news release which shows the person and his car which I’m sure is my -iner 
my | just want to confirm this is the guy." 


As | asked ~ R he recognized the person on the television, he replied, " Yes, 
this is really for my she’s hysterical as you can imagine." | asked i he 
could give me the information about BA He described the person as owning 
a business, "a leasing company of some sort which has to do with plastic surgery and he 
works out of his home... a residence on La Casa Bella." He was unable to recall the 
address however he said, "My business was at or near the corner of 
Franklin and Overman, west of Highland Avenue. Mr] aid that his’ 

name was Michael "Buzz" Arnold, MW/40's. He added that his “has medical 
roblems. He's had prior suicide attempts and it was his personal knowledge that his 
had a history of liver damage from alcoholism. It was his understanding that 
was a terminal Cancer patient who at one point was doing well, clean and 
fell back into alcoholism and in recent months, has gotten back on 


sober. His 
an alcohol binge." 


Mr. EE said that his I came to his home last night, in Simi Valley. (He 
estimated the time at or around late evening) He described the visit as, "very unusual 
because the victim rarely if at all visits his home." He was surprised that 6‘ 


knew his way to the Simi Valle home. B- o2 that the visit seemed troubling to 
him because his II op pearee to be bothered with something yet he had no 


specific purpose for the unannounced visit. His] Said "Goodbye" and he stayed 
only a short while. 


According | his "appeared to be sober, and his{ibecame very 
concerned over her father's behavior. He said that his believed that her father was, 
"HBD" (Had been drinking). Mr. said that he wasn't able to detect the victim's 
alcoholic condition because he, was impaired with the flu and had no sense of 
smell. He just knew that his, " was acting unusual because of the good-bye 
and his showing up to visit." a with reference to the unannounced visit, BE 


commented, "it’s something his just didn’t do." 


Mr. added that his told him not to allow her father to leave, however by the 
time he got to the driveway, his drove away. Ms 2d that his 
HB “drives the car that was in the news", describing a white Lincoln Towne Car! 


said that the car that was on the television as we spoke and it was clear that the car on TV 
belonged to his 


| told Mr. that the information would be passed on to the handling investigators 
and referred him to call back and ask for Homicide Detectives M. Scott and D. Smith. 
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Following this conversation | made a quick note and called the on scene command post 
to forward the information. 


BY: SERGEANT J. KELE KAONO, +A fs 
APPROVED BY: LIEUTENANT FRANK MERRIMAN ay Z — 
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On 03-27-98, Sergeants J. Kele Kaono and Tom Harris were detailed to assist in the 
interviews of various officers who were identified as involved in the shooting death of Mr 


Michael Arnold 


Sergeants Kaono and Harris conferred with the lead investigators, M. Scott and D. Smith. 
A basic walk-thru of the scene and circumstances was made and the duty of interviewing 


various police and fire personnel was assigned. 


Investigators went to the West Los Angeles CHP office and conducted the interviews of 
two officers who were identified as the first dispatched officers to the initial call and 


eventual shootings. Each interview took place separately and each was tape recorded. 
Present during the interviews as “Monitor for the CHP” was Sergeant West LA. 


CHP 


Investigators began with CHP OFFICER, OoOO O O MW/30, DOB: fi 
CHP# Officer [has been assigned to the West Los Angeles CHP 
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Office for approximately nine months, on early morning patrol. He has been a member of 
the California Highway Patrol since [EEE graduating from Cadet Training Class #CTC 


On the evening of the incident, Officer was assigned to beat 51, EM Patrol with 
his partner vo o aae Oita in unit 79-61. Officer [was driving and his 
partner was the bookman passenger. He and his partner were dispatched to assist a 
disabled motorist on the 405 and 105 freeway interchange. That call met with “unable to 
locate the motorist.” The incident eventually resulted in a second dispatch to the location 
where LA City paramedics were called to the location expecting an impaired driver, instead 
they were confronted by a gun-wielding motorist who threatened to shoot them. The 
motorist turned out to be suspect Michael Arnold. 


The paramedics requested the assistance of the CHP. What followed next was a shooting 
confrontation that moved from the freeway location to the intersection of 1 18" street and 
Prairie Avenue in the unicorporated county area of Lennox. 


The CHP officers were involved in the second shooting incident, which ended at the post 
pursuit location, (1 18" and Prairie Avenue.) and, in substance, described the following: 


(Note, the following information depicts, in substance, a review of investigators notes and 
is not specifically verbatim; however, as indicated, all information was tape-recorded and 
will be made a permanent part of this investigation.) 


Oficer Meco that he and his partner had just left the Brotman Medical Center re: 
a D.U.I. follow-up when they received a radio dispatch of a pedestrian in the roadway call 
at the 405/105-freeway interchange. The call was in their beat and they were enroute to 
LAPD Pacific Division at the time of the call. No evidence of a disabled motorist was found 
ard they went on to eventually stop another motorist whom they were about to arrest for 
drunk driving when they received a second dispatch to the location. He said that they 
attempted to advise his dispatch that they were making an arrest and were unavailable to 
respond. Another dispatch was received, this time a request for assistance from LA. City 
Fire, paramedics regarding, “man with a gun.” 


Officer EE saic this time he and his partner responded and they asked for a sig-alert 
to shut down the freeways because of the man with a gun situation. Upon arrival, they 
were met by firemen who frantically signaled them to stop approaching the 
suspect/vehicle. 


HE requested a field supervisor and assistance from LAPD Aero support services. 
The suspect was observed sitting on the guardrail of the 405 overpass. The paramedics 
told him that the suspect was armed with a very large weapon, described as a big gun, or 


o 
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large rifle. He added that a request for S.W.A.T. was made and eventually the LAPD 
helicopter, air-70 arrived and he began coordination and containment procedures. 


Officer [EE said that Air-70 gave several updates of the situation including information 
that the suspect had two hand guns/ firearms. Hawthorne Police units arrived and 
coordination included Lennox Sheriffs units, CHP and LAPD ground units. During the 
coordination of the containment operation, radio dispatch indicated, “shots had been fired.” 
The eventual chronology of events and coordination between the various agencies 
indicated several sources of information reporting, “shots had been or were fired” by the 
suspect and ground units. 


The first reported shots fired took place at the interchange of the 405 and 105-freeways. 
Eventually the suspect re-entered his vehicle and sped away from the first location. Officer 
said that he and his partner followed the suspect and began calling the pursuit. 
He and his partner were overtaken by the Hawthorne Police Department S.W.A.T. units. 
said that the pursuit speeds were relatively slow, manageable and eventually led 
to the 118" and Prairie Avenue where the suspect eventually pulled over. 


Officer M- £ scrive the pursuit as, “slow, traveling approximately 20 MPH and the 
Hawthorne S.W.A.T. guys pulled up and announced over their P.A. system that they were 
taking over the pursuit because they had flack vests and S.W.A.T. equipment.” This he 
recalled seemed reasonable and he relinquished control of the pursuit. The pursuit ended 
at 118" and Prairie Avenue 


Oricer Esc that he took up a position near the northwest corner of the location 
where he recalled a female Hawthorne PD officer crouched down in front of him. His 
partner, Officer [EEE was to his left. He said that he noticed a lot of armed cops 
behind him and it caused him to abandon his position and take two steps to the left. 
Eventually he was situated next to his partner, who was armed with a shotgun. 


Officer EEE said S.W.A.T. Officers were shouting, “put the gun down, put the gun 
down, don't do this.” He said the Hawthorne S.W.A.T. personnel were situated to his left 
and slightly ahead. There were two other officers to his right and he sensed a lot of 
officers had their weapons trained on the suspect. He said that the suspect was out of his 
car and was armed, carrying a gun in his right hand. 


O" cor MR br “the suspect had the gun in his right hand, he was facing us. He 
staggered and walked towards the chain link fence. (A fence located on the north side of 
the vehicle.) I had my weapon trained on the suspect. The suspect at one point put the gun 
to his head. The gun came away from his head and he pointed the gun, one handed 
towards all of us. When the weapon leveled at our direction, | was focussed on my front 
sights when | heard a crack.” 


| 
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Unable to estimate the time in seconds EEE said, “The time seemed distorted, it was 
a flash. | didn’t see muzzle flashes, but | know the rounds (shooting) came from my left and 
in front of me just as | squeezed my trigger.” Officer ac: that he fired one round 
and he recalls that his weapon recoiled and as he focussed again, a volley of rounds from 
his immediate position rang out. He recalled that he distinctly saw a muzzle flash from the 
front of his partner's shotgun. “The suspect stood and appeared unaffected, he was still 
on his feet. He staggered and fell towards the chain link fence, turned and started falling. 
Someone from the S.W.A.T team was yelling, cease-fire, cease-fire, four times. | kept my 
weapon at the ready, then de-cocked and holstered my weapon.” 


Officer EE vas asked to go over the shooting, event and specifically describe his 
actions and reason for shooting. He recalled that, “The suspect was armed and he failed 
to respond to any commands.” He added, “the suspect may have wanted to shoot himself, 
but when he (The suspect) pointed his weapon down range, | feared that me and my 
partner would have been shot. The suspect just didn’t seem to want to drop his gun and 
because of the first shooting incident up at the freeway over-pass, | felt that the suspect 
was about to shoot me or other police officers.” 


Officer [EE saic that his supervisor, SERGEANT [a collected his duty 


weapon. His weapon is a CHP Department issued .40 cal. semiautomatic Smith & Wesson 


istol. Investigators checked with CHP Sergeant [EN who affirmed that he had 
ae.) weapon in the CHP office safe. The interview was terminated at this time. 


iie interviewed CHP OFFICER, i MW/28 DOB: 


HP# Officer [EE has been assigned to the West Los Angeles CHP 
Office since land was assigned to the EM shift, Beat 79-61. He was the bookman 
passenger, partner of Officer Sean Crowley. He is ‘a graduate of Cadet Training Class 
#CTC 


cud and described substantially the same as his partner Officer 
His description, statements and account of events are, in substance, recalled 
from investigators’ notes and not specifically verbatim. The interview was, however, tape- 
recorded and monitored by CHP Sergeant [NN and is a permanent part of this 
investigation file. 


In substance, Oa ERE that he was coordinating allied agencies via the 
CHP dispatch radio. Because of the multi-agency participation, “The coordination and 
sharing of information was impaired by the incapability to communicate on a common radio 
frequency amongst four separate police agencies. The early communications were literally 
by shouting/verbally from one agency/officer to another.” 


He stated substantially the same as his partner, officer MN as to the first dispatch and 
eventual encounter with the suspect at the freeway overpass. Although present, he added, 
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“Neither he nor his partner were in a position to engage in the first shooting confrontation; 
however, he did engage in the second shooting at the post pursuit location.” 


lescribed his actions at the second scene, (End of pursuit, 118" and Prairie 
Avenue.) He said that he exited his patrol car armed with a department issued Remington 
shotgun. He chambered a .12 gauge round and took up a position to the left of his partner. 
There were several officers to his left and to his rear. He said that he fired four rounds at 
the suspect after several commands to drop his gun went unheeded. 


Officer EEE described the suspect to be, ‘in an apparent drunken stupor, the suspect 
ignored all commands to drop his weapon; failed to follow any commands and stood there 
looking at us. He smiled and despite numerous commands he raised his gun and pointed 
it at us. As he drew his weapon up and pointed at me, | fired. | opened fire and | recalled 
hearing four to five other rounds went off from other police officers. | fired two rounds at 
the suspect and he stood there for what seemed to be an incredibly long time. | stopped 
and other police officers were firing to a point where someone yelled, “cease fire.” | backed 
off. 


Officer EEE said he used his departmental Remington .12 gauge, pump action, Model 
870 using .00 buck ammunition. He said, “I fired two rounds and loaded two more in the 
tube. When the shooting stopped, Hawthorne S.W.A.T. officers approached the suspect 
and his vehicle. My partner and | were instructed to leave the scene and report to our field 


supervisor.” 
Both CHP weapons i.e.; .40 cal. semiautomatic pistol from Officer land the .12 
gauge Remington, 870 Shotgun were collected from Sergeant ind turned over to 


investigators M. Scott and D. Smith. The interview was subsequently terminated. 


Sergeants Kaono and Harris interviewed DEPUTY CURT MESSERSCHMIDT, MW/29 
DOB: EEE et Lennox station detective bureau. Deputy Messerschmidt was 
assigned to Lennox early morning patrol in ‘a two-man unit 32A/Em's. His partner was 
Deputy Joe Morine, = He said he became involved in the incident when he saw 
a helicopter orbiting in the area. He drove to the overpass at the 105 and 405 freeways. 
He observed the suspect sitting atop a barrier wall and his first thought was that he had 
a “jumper” about to commit suicide. He was then advised via radio Sheriff's radio that the 
LAPD Aero unit was advising that the suspect was armed with a gun, “417”. Eventually he 
saw the suspect armed, holding a handgun in one hand and a Whiskey bottle in the other. 
Deputy Messerschmidt requested additional sheriffs units. Messerschmidt said the 
suspect pointed the gun towards his position. 


At that point, Messerschmidt said that he heard what he believed were gunshots, followed 


by the sounds of ricochet bullet fragments striking near his position. He added that he was 
approximately two hundred yards away from the suspect. He turned out his spotlights and 
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he heard at least one bullet and/or fragments hit his police car and more bullets striking 
the pavement near his position. He added that the gun appeared to be a large caliber 
handgun. 


The suspect then pointed his gun upward at the helicopter and fired three to four 
rounds. Messerschmidt advised, “9-9-8” on the radio and heard the field sergeant was 
attempting to set up an AR-15 on an adjoining overpass. 


Deputy Messerschmidt added that when the suspect left the overpass, he joined in the 
pursuit along with numerous Hawthorne PD. units. He said that he served as the primary 
pursuit unit and called the suspect location and speeds. He said that he believed the 
incident was a sheriff's handle. 


The incident moved to Prairie Avenue and 118". Messerschmidt explained, “A containment 
was being set up when the suspect exited his vehicle and he was carrying a handgun in 
his right hand. The watch commander began yelling at the suspect to drop his gun. The 
suspect moved away from his vehicle, pointed the gun towards his head and looked in our 
direction. Next, “The suspect lowered his gun and pointed it in our direction. | thought he 
was about to shoot at us and/or the adjoining police officers.” 


Messerschmidt said that he feared police personnel were going to be shot so he fired at 
the suspect. He fired several rounds and “The suspect just wouldn't go down. I couldn't 
believe it, in my mind | questioned whether my gun was functioning. Finally the suspect 
fell.” Messerschmidt said he fired sixteen rounds. He said the reason he fired so many 
rounds was, “because the suspect's mindset involved the first shooting, (Prior shooting 
up on the freeway overpass.) and now he’s confronted by a battery of police officers. | was 
scared and | thought | was about to be shot. | thought sure we were going to have a major 
gun battle.” 


Deputy Messerschmidt's department issued duty weapon, 9MM Beretta serial number 
BER0686240, was collected and turned over to the handling investigators, M. Scott and 


D. Smith. 


I tigators interviewed DEPUTY STEVE JOHN MARELLA MW/30 pos: ii 
Deputy Marella has been employed by the Sheriff's Department for 
He has been assigned to patrol for the last year and was a one-man unit 
at the time of this incident. 


Deputy Marella said that he responded to the freeway scene based upon the radio request 
for assistance. He recalled that the radio information indicated that the suspect was “417”, 
armed with a gun and there were shots fired at deputies. As he arrived, he observed the 
suspect sitting atop the barrier wall on the freeway overpass. The deputies warned him 


that the suspect had a gun. 
D 
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He said that the suspect pointed a gun at him and started firing rounds at him. He recalled 
that unit 32A was close to him. He felt that the suspect was firing directly at him. 


Deputy Marella said that he became concerned for civilian vehicular cross traffic that was 
traversing the area. The traffic was in the line of fire between the suspect and the deputies. 
He added that, “When the suspect began firing, In thought | was about to be shot. | heard 
32A’s car being hit with gunfire and | could hear metal hitting the ground near me. The 
suspect began shooting at the police helicopter. | started shooting back believing that the 
suspect was attempting to shoot the helicopter down. | fired two rounds at the suspect and 
the suspect retreated towards his car away from my vision.” 


Following the overpass shooting, a pursuit was initiated and deputy Marella said that he 
joined in eventually following the suspect to the Prairie and 1 18" location. Marella said that 
he stopped his vehicle closest to the center of the intersection flanked by several police 
cars on either side of his. He took up a position next to the driver's side wheel well. He 
described the circumstances and the suspect's actions. 


Marella added that he fired at the suspect because, “I feared that the suspect was about 
to shoot at me and fellow officers.” He said that he fired six rounds at the suspect with his 
department issued Berretta pistol. He clarified his actions explaining, “While at the 
overpass location, | fired two rounds at the suspect and while at the post pursuit location 


| fired six rounds.” 


Deputy Marella’s duty weapon was collected and turned over to investigator M. Scott. The 
interview was subsequently terminated 


Sergeant Tom Harris responded to LAPD Piper Technical building, Aero Support Services 
unit, City of Los Angeles. The pilot and tactical flight officer of air-70 were located. They 
were interviewed separately and tape-recorded which will be made a permanent part of 
this investigation. 


LAPD OFFICER O EO currently assis as the Tactical Flight 


Officer (observer) aboard air-70, on early morning watch, hours. His pilot 
partner was Sergeant [EEE Los Angeles Police Department. He stated that 
shortly after 0200 hours, an assistance request was received and they were dispatched 
to the 405 & 105 freeway interchange. The request was via CHP. He arrived approximately 
four minutes after the request and he observed CHP and Fire Department ground units at 
the location, along with a white Lincoln vehicle. 
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A tactical orbit was set up over the location and the suspect was observed sitting on the 
freeway overpass atop a barrier wall. The suspect was armed with what appeared to be 
two ours sic he advised CHP via the airship radio that the suspect was in view, 
armed with two guns and he asked Pacific Division patrol dispatcher to contact Lennox 
Sheriff's to advise of the armed situation 


The suspect was observed and the ground units were cautioned that the suspect could be 
seen armed with two guns. From his vantage point, orbiting (450-500 feet above) he could 
see that the suspect was pointing the guns at the ground units. Several police units began 
to arrive and tactically, in some cases were in poor position, he indicated that they were 
in the suspect's field of fire. He tried to advise ground units to abandon their position but 
found that the radio frequency was apparently not compatible with all agencies. 


Officer [EJ added that he observed the suspect ‘s actions, still armed with two guns, 
and so advised via his dispatch radio. He further advised units that the suspect went to the 
back of his vehicle (Indicating the trunk) where ihe suspect appeared to retrieve a bottle. 
HEE said that the suspect appeared to point his weapon(s) towards a deputy and then 
he would put a gun into his mouth. The suspect then placed the gun up to his right temple, 
followed by the suspect kicking the bottle and causing it to fall. Then the suspect, for 
unknown reasons, laid himself down onto the ground. After a few seconds, he stood up 
and went to the right front passenger door where the he appeared to obtain a cellular 
telephone and was making an apparent call. The call lasted approximately one minute. 


Officer [IEEE said that during this time, the suspect placed one of the weapons atop the 
roof of the car and he was unable to observe where, if at all, the suspect had the long 
barrel weapon. The suspect re-entered his vehicle, the lights came on and [EEE adioed 
that the suspect was about to go mobile. 


A ground and air pursuit began; however, Officer HE sai that the pursuit was 
relatively short at low speed to where it came to a halt at 118" and Prairie Avenue. The 
suspect exited his vehicle with a gun in his hand. He walked around the front of the car, 
stopped and placed the gun up to his temple. The suspect was facing east towards the 
numerous ground units. The suspect took the gun away from his head and pointed it in an 
easterly direction, where deputies and other agencies began shooting. The suspect went 
down and four officers approached the suspect. They cleared the vehicle and the situation 
was indicated code-4 by hand signals. 


Officer IEEE added that the ground officers first approached the suspect who was down 
and then they approached the car. A hand signal from the ground officers indicated a code 
four and because their airship was low on fuel, they pulled off the incident. The interview 
was concluded. 


Sergeant Harris interviewed SERGEANT OOO E Sergeant 


Go) 
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was the pilot in command of L.A.P.D. airship-70. He stated that he and his tactical 

flight officer MN wore dispatched on a CHP request for assistance regarding a man 

with a gun. He indicated “417 at the 405 and the 105-freeway intersection.” He recalled 

that they received the call at or about 0230 hours. He requested helicopter pattern 

clearance from LAX flight control and arrived within a couple of minutes. 


Upon arrival he noticed CHP and police units on the transition road 405 to E/B 105 and 
a vehicle “blacked out” about 200 yards ahead. He saw a male white straddling the wall 
and his tactical flight officer indicated that the suspect had a gun. 


Other police units began to arrive and at least one of them was “tactically in the kill zone.” 
Sergeant stated and described substantially the same as his flight officer adding 
that he was busy at the controls of the helicopter. 


When the suspect left the freeway intersection location, he conducted a flight following to 
the eventual post pursuit location. While orbiting the 118" and Prairie location, he was 
again busy at the controls and aircraft radios presenting the FAA required clearance 
request(s) for the LAX flight pattern. He occasionally observed the ground operation and 
the events leading to shooting incident. His tactical flight officer maintained a 
constant visual and verbal update of the ground operations. 


Sergeant m ---- that he maintained an orbit at the first scene, (Indicating the 
freeway transition, 405-105) of approximately 300 to 400 feet MSL. (Mean Sea Level) and 
the suspect's position was approximately 100 feet above the lower freeway ground level. 
The interview was concluded 


For more specific details, of all interviewed personnel, and their respective statements, 


refer to the investigators notebooks and accompanying audio tapes which will be made a 
permanent part of this investigation. 


BY: SERGEANT J. KELE knoe E 
SERGEANT T. HARRIS 

APPROVED: JOESPH BROWN, LIEUTENANT . 

DETECTIVE DIVISION/ HOMICIDE BUREAU 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: MARCH 31, 1998 FILE NO.: 098-03717-0399-055 


Cc: DEPUTY/OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING ACTION: ACTIVE/EVIDENCE HELD/ 

SCENE INVESTIGATION/ 
V: (SEE BELOW) LOCATIONS #1 AND #2 
D: 03-27-98 (FRIDAY) AT 0240 HOURS 


L: 118TH STREET AND PRAIRIE AVENUE 
HAWTHORNE 


S: ARNOLD, MICHAEL MW/40 


bH III III III III IIIT ITT A TA AI AA TAS IIIA A 


VICTIMS: 


EVIDENCE HELD/LOCATION #1, EASTBOUND OVERPASS TRANSITION ROAD 


Item #7: One copper BB pellet, laying on top of the west cement barrier 8 inches east of 
the westernmost side. This item is listed as Firearms Eviden t Location 
#1 and was collected by Firearms Examiner R. Catalani, = Firearms 
Section, Sheriffs Crime Lab, under Lab Receipt #H938697. 


Item #8: One broken "Smirnoff's" Vodka bottle, laying on the west shoulder of the 
overpass 22% inches east of the west side barrier, collected by Sheriff's Crime 
Lab Photographer FIS D. Carter, AB under Lab Receipt #H925819. 


Item #9: One pair of broken prescription eyeglasses, laying on the west shoulder of the 


overpass 92 inches east of the ide barrier, collected by Sheriff's Crime Lab 
Photographer FIS D. Carter, under Lab Receipt #H925819. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE: 


SRA: Blood on the west side of the west side barrier. 
SRB: Blood on the top portion of the west side barrier. 
SRC: Blood on the right shoulder of the transition road. 
SRD: Blood on the right shoulder of the transition road. 
SRE: Blood on the east side of the west side barrier. 
SRF: Saliva on the right shoulder of the transition road. 


Photographic Evidence SR B, C, and F were physically collected by Criminalist S. 
Renteria, EO Sheriffs Crime Lab, under Lab Receipt #H935668. He will prepare 
a detailed report regarding his actions and observations, which will include a detailed 
description of the location of all blood and saliva evidence. 


On Friday, 03-27-98, at approximately 0340 hours, Investigator Lyons was contacted and 
requested to respond to the command post set up at 118th Street and Prairie, Hawthorne. 
Upon arrival, Investigator Lyons was directed to assist the handling Homicide team, 
Investigators M. Scott and D. Smith by documenting crime scene Locations #1 and #2. 


The overpass transition road from the southbound 405 freeway to the eastbound 105 
freeway was designated as Location #1. The transition road is 38 feet 8 inches wide and 
consists of two traffic lanes, each 11 feet 7 inches wide, a right shoulder 9 feet 10 inches 
wide, and a left shoulder 5 feet 8 inches wide. There is a 3-foot-high, 1-foot-wide concrete 
barrier on either side of the roadway. Evidence Held Items #7, 8 and 9 were located as 
indicated 852 feet southeast of Call Box #405-215TB and 378 feet 4 inches northwest of 
Call Box #405-215TD. 


Sheriff's Criminalist S. Renteria, who responded to Location #1, examined and collected 
the serology evidence as indicated. A detailed report will be prepared by him and made 
a permanent part of this file. 


EVIDENCE HELD/LOCATION #2, IMPERIAL HIGHWAY AND LA CIENEGA BLVD. 


Item #1: One expended 9mm cartridge casing 20 feet 5 inches west of the east curb line 
of La Cienega Boulevard and 14 feet 6 inches south of the south curb line of 
Imperial Highway. 


Item #2: One expended 9mm cartridge casing 20 feet 5 inches west of the east curb line 
of La Cienega Boulevard and 20 feet south of the south curb line of Imperial 
Highway. 
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Item #3: One expended 9mm cartridge casing 20 feef¥0 inches west of the east curb line 
of La Cienega Boulevard and 21 feet 7 inches south of the south curb line of 


Imperial Highway. 


Item #4: One expended 9mm cartridge casing 25feet’ inches west of the east curb line 
of La Cienega Boulevard and 26 feet 7 inches south of the south curb line of 


Imperial Highway. 


Item #5: One expended 9mm cartridge casing 27 feet 8 inches west of the east curb line 
of La Cienega Boulevard and 36 feet 5 inches south of the south curb line of 
Imperial Highway. 


Item #6: One expended 9mm cartridge casing 28 feet 11 inches west of the east curb line 
of La Cienega Boulevard and 36 feet 11 inches south of the south curb line of 
Imperial Highway. 


Evidence Items #1 through #6 were collected by Firearms Examiner J. Dunn, + 
Firearms Section, Sheriffs Crime Lab, under Lab Receipt #H938698. 


III III III II OSI IOI III IIIS IIIS SSSI IIA. 


The intersection of Imperial Highway and La Cienega Boulevard was designated as 
Location #2. Eastbound Imperial Highway at La Cienega consists of seven lanes. The two 
southernmost lanes are right turn only to southbound La Cienega. The two northernmost 
lanes are left turn only to northbound La Cienega. The three center lanes are eastbound 
only. Westbound Imperial Highway at La Cienega also consists of seven lanes. The two 
northernmost lanes are right turn only to northbound La Cienega. The two southernmost 
lanes are left turn only to southbound La Cienega. The three center lanes are westbound 


only. 


Southbound La Cienega at Imperial Highway consists of five lanes. The number five or 
westernmost lane is right turn only to westbound Imperial Highway. The adjacent or 
number four lane is optional for right turn or southbound. The number three lane is 
southbound only, and the two left lanes are left turn only to eastbound Imperial Highway. 


Northbound La Cienega at Imperial Highway also consists of five lanes. The number five 
or easternmost lane is right turn only to eastbound Imperial Highway. The adjacent or 
number four lane is optional for right turn or northbound. The number three lane is 
northbound only, and the two left lanes are left turn only to westbound Imperial Highway. 
The intersection is controlled by functioning traffic signals, including left turn only. 
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Evidence Held Items #1 through #6, expended 9mm cartridges, were observed in the street 
in the number three and four northbound lanes of La Cienega Boulevard. All of the 
cartridges were south of the south curb line of Imperial Highway. Item #1 was north of the 
north line of the south crosswalk. Items #2, 3 and 4 were in the crosswalk. Items #5 and 
6 were south of the south line of the south crosswalk. La Cienega Boulevard is 90 feet 
wide at Imperial Highway between the southeast and southwest corners. 


On the northwest corner is a liquor deli set back from the intersection, allowing for parking 
on both the south and east sides. Access to the liquor deli is gained from driveways 
located on the west side of La Cienega Boulevard and the north side of Imperial Highway. 
The remaining three corners are each enclosed by a 6-foot chain-link fence behind, which 
are vacant dirt lots. The transition road for the 105 freeway westbound, from either the 
405 freeway north or south, passes over these vacant lots. 


Sheriff's Crime Lab Photographers D. Carter and F. Roberts took still photographs, video 
and aerial photographs of Locations #1 and 2 as directed by Investigator Lyons, in addition 
to a sketch of each location. They will prepare a detailed report regarding their actions and 
observations which will become a permanent part of this file. 


By: DETECTIVE CHERYL LYONS, 
SERGEANT LYNN REEDER, 4s 
APPROVED BY: LIEUTENANT JOSEPH BROWN -` “ 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: APRIL 1, 1998 FILE NO.: 098-03717-0399-055 


C: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON ONA ACTION: ACTIVE/ADDITIONAL 


PEACE OFFICER - 245(C) P.C./DEPUTY INFORMATION/EVIDENCE 
INVOLVED SHOOTING/OFFICER INVOLVED HELD 
SHOOTING 


V: JIMENEZ, MARIO MH/32 ETAL 
DEPUTY, LENNOX SHERIFF'S STATION 


D: 03-27-98 (FRIDAY) BETWEEN 0240 AND 
0330 HOURS 


L: 118TH STREET AND PRAIRIE AVENUE 
HAWTHORNE 


S: ARNOLD, MICHAEL W. MW/39 
DOB: 04-24-58 (DECEASED) 
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On 03-27-98 at 0335 hours, Investigators were contacted and advised to respond to the 
intersection of 118th Street and Prairie Avenue, Hawthorne, to assist in the investigation 
of an officer involved shooting. 


At 0530 hours, Investigators arrived and were briefed by Investigator Mike Scott of the 
Sheriff's Homicide Bureau, who advised Investigators as to what had transpired. In brief, 
Investigator Scott told Investigators that the decedent in this case had been shooting at a 
police helicopter and ground units, which eventually led to a short pursuit. Investigator 
Scott continued that the pursuit terminated on 118th Street, just west of Prairie Avenue, 
where the decedent exited his vehicle and pointed what appeared to be a handgun at his 
own head and then at several officers in the immediate area. He continued that it was at 
this time several officers, fearing for their own safety, began shooting at the suspect. 


Investigator Scott concluded by advising Investigators that their assignment would be to 
document the crime scene at 118th Street and Prairie Avenue, referred to as Location #3. 


Investigators found the location to be 118th Street and Prairie Avenue, Hawthorne. Prairie 
Avenue is a four-lane business street with left turn lanes for both north and southbound 
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traffic that allow access to either east or westbound 118th Street. 118th Street is an 
east/west residential street that meets Prairie Avenue in an offset intersection. For 
purposes of this report, the east curb line of Prairie Avenue will be used as a point of 
reference for measurement. 


In and around this intersection is yellow crime scene tape that is used to protect the area 
deemed to be part of the “crime scene.” Within the confines of this taped area of 
intersection are twelve marked patrol vehicles and several expended cartridge casings. 
All expended casings, as well as any other items of recovered firearms evidence, will be 
listed as to item and location of recovery in the supplemental report entitled “Legend,” 
prepared by Darnell Carter of the Sheriffs Crime Lab. A copy of this report will be obtained 
and made a permanent part of this report. 


Of the twelve aforementioned patrol vehicles, three belonged to the Hawthorne Police 
Department and the remaining nine were the property of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department. One Sheriffs vehicle, Rooftop #3-873, was parked at the southwest corner, 
along the west curb of Prairie Avenue, facing north, while six other Sheriff's vehicles were 
generally facing either in a south or northwesterly direction. The two remaining Sheriffs 
patrol cars were parked in the southbound number one and left turn lanes, respectively, 
facing south on Prairie Avenue. One of the Hawthorne vehicles was parked at the 
northwest corner facing west, with the remaining two Hawthorne vehicles being behind one 
another in the number two lane of southbound Prairie Avenue facing south. 


For a better understanding as to the positioning of these vehicles, please refer to the 
sketch prepared by Deputy Abbinanti of the Sheriffs Crime Lab, which is attached to this 
report. 


Qn the northwest corner of the intersection is Victor's Market Company, 11735 
Prairie Avenue. On the west side of Victor's property is a parking lot where three business 
trucks and one business van are parked heading in a northwesterly direction. There is also 
one business truck along the south side of the building that is also parked in the enclosed 
parking lot. 


It should be noted that the trucks and van parked in the northwest corner of the parking lot 
all sustained minor bullet damage which will be listed in the evidence portion of this report. 


Along the south property line is a chain-link fence with a gate that allows entrance and exit 
onto 118th Street from Victor's parking lot. 


On the sidewalk just outside the aforementioned chain-link fence was Suspect Arnold. He 
was lying on the north sidewalk of 118th Street, face down, with his head to the west and 
his feet to the east. The suspect was clad in dark-colored jogging trousers, white and gray 
athletic shoes, red shirt, and brown jacket. Investigators noted that the suspect appeared 
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to have sustained several gunshot wounds. Investigators also noted the Evidence Held 
“Crossman Repeater” BB pistol in the suspect's right hand. 


Just south of the suspect, at curbside, was a white Lincoln Towncar, License EO O e] 
that had been identified to Investigators as the car driven by the suspect. Investigators 
noted that there was a bullet hole to the rear window of the aforementioned vehicle. On 
the front seat of this vehicle, in plain view, was where the Evidence Held pump pellet pistol 
was observed and recovered. Also on the front seat was a cellular telephone and a small 
open carton of BB's. 


At the southwest corner of 118th Street and Prairie of Avenue is an elementary school that 
is unremarkable and bears no further mentioning in this report. 


Continuing west on 118th Street is the intersection of 118th Street and York Avenue. York 
Avenue is a north/south residential street. Parked at the northwest corner of this 
intersection was a red 1995 Ford Taurus, License AM] This vehicle was parked at 
the north curb of 118th Street facing west and appeared to have sustained a non- 
penetrating bullet strike just below the trunk lid near the license plate. 


Also at this same northwest corner is an apartment building bearing the address of i 

Investigators noted that there were what appeared to be two bullet holes on 
a second-story apartment that had a wall facing east towards York Avenue, and one that 
faced south towards 118th Street. Neither hole, one on the south wall or the other on the 
east wall, penetrated the interior walls. 


One block west of York Avenue is Oxford Avenue. Oxford Avenue, like York Avenue, is 
a north/south residential street that intersects with 118th Street. At the northeast corner 
of this intersection is a two-story apartment building bearing the address of 

On the second story of the east-facing wall belonging to Apartment ##fis a bullet 
hole. This bullet did penetrate the southeast bedroom and was recovered by Hawthorne 
Police orice a Officer then turned the recovered projectile over to 
Deputy D. VanHorn of the Sheriffs Crime Lab Firearms Section for processing. 


At the direction of Investigators, the following personnel assisted in the processing of this 
crime scene location (3): from the Sheriffs Crime Lab, Latent Print Section, were Deputy 
N. Abbinanti, —_ Mr. D. Carter, AEE Mr. W. Leo, A and Mr. F. Roberts, 
EEE from the Sheriff's Crime Lab, Firearms Section, were Deputy D. VanHorn, 
A Mr. R. Catalani, AE ang mr. J. Dunn, ae Written reports will be 
prepared outlining the actions and findings of these individuals, copies of which will be 
obtained and made a permanent part of this file. Copies of all photographs taken at this 
location will also be obtained and made a permanent part of this file. 
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At 1010 hours, Los Angeles County Deputy Coroner Investigator B. Nelson arrived and 
took charge of the suspect's remains. 


The facts of this case are ongoing with further reports to follow. 
BY: INVESTIGATOR GILBERT CARRILLO, inal 
INVESTIGATOR FRANK GONZALES, + 


APPROVED BY: LIEUTENANT JOSEPH BROWN , | 
HOMICIDE BUREAU - DETECTIVE DIVISION / 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: APRIL 4, 1998 


C: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON 
ON A PEACE OFFICER - 245 (c) P.C./ 
DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING/ 
OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING 

V: (SEE BELOW) 


D: 03-27-97 (FRIDAY) AT 
APPROXIMATELY 0221 HOURS 


L: (SEE BELOW) 


S: (SEE BELOW) 


FILE NO.: 


ACTION: 


098-03717-0399-055 


ACTIVE/INVESTIGATION 
CONDUCTED/WITNESS 
INTERVIEWS/CC#98-02325 


EODD EEEE 


VICTIMS: 


V#1: M/A 
(Paramedic, 
Los Angeles City Fire Department 


V#2: MWA 
(Paramedic, 
Los Angeles City Fire Department 


ves: M» 


(Police Officer, P 1+2, IE 
Los Angeles City Police Department 
Tactical Flight Officer/Air 70 


V#4: M/A 
ergeant, 


Los Angeles City Police Department 
Pilot/Air 70 
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v#5: MORIEN, JOSEPH _MW/33, DOB: D 
(Deputy Sheriff, 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
4331 Lennox Boulevard 
Inglewood, California 90204 
(310) 671-7531 

V#6: MESSERSCHMIDT, CURT M/A 
(Deputy Sheriff, 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
4331 Lennox Boulevard 
Inglewood, California 90204 
(310) 671-7351 


LOCATIONS: 


L#1: Southbound 405 Freeway transition road to the eastbound 105 Freeway, Los 
Angeles 


L#2: La Cienega Boulevard and Imperial Highway, Los Angeles. 


L#3: 118th Street and Prairie Avenue, Hawthorne. 


SUSPECT: 
ARNOLD, MICHAEL WILLIAM _MW/39, DOB: 04-24-58 (DECEASED) 


SUSPECT'S VEHICLE: 


1997 Lincoln, Towncar, 4-door, white in color, California License | 


NA 
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WITNESSES: 

W#1: HINKLE, GREG Mw/38, DOB: MAM 
(Sergeant, 


Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
4331 Lennox Boulevard 

Inglewood, California 90304 

(310) 671-7531 


W#2: ANDERSON, CRAIG mWwi37, DOB: MEMM 
(Sergeant, # 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
4331 Lennox Boulevard 
Inglewood, California 90304 
(310) 671-7531 


W#3: DAVOREN, JOHN __MW/27, DOB: BEM 
(Deputy Sheriff, 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
4331 Lennox Boulevard 
Inglewood, California 90304 
(310) 671-7531 


W#4: VELEK, MICHAEL R._Mw/29, DOB: BAM 
(Deputy Sheriff, 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
4331 Lennox Boulevard 
Inglewood, California 90304 
(310) 671-7531 


W#5: McINTOSH, RICHARD Mw/36, 008: D 
(Deputy Sheriff, 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
4331 Lennox Boulevard 
Inglewood, California 90304 
(310) 671-7531 
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EVIDENCE HELD: 


Item #1: Sixty-nine (69) Coroner's envelopes containing miscellaneous ballistic 
evidence, recovered from Suspect Arnold's body. 


Item#2: Three (3) Coroner's envelopes containing miscellaneous ballistic evidence, 
recovered from Suspect Arnold's clothing. 


Item #3: One (1) Coroner's envelope containing a nail kit from Suspect Arnold. 
item #4: One (1) Coroner's envelope containing a hair kit from Suspect Arnold. 


Item #5: One Coroner's envelope containing two packages of sugar. 


FEI III I III III IIIT IIR 


On 03-27-98 at approximately 0335 hours, Investigators Scott and Smith were detailed 
from their residences to the location of 118th Street and Prairie Avenue to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding an officer involved shooting at that location. 


Investigator Scott arrived at the location at approximately 0435 hours and contacted 
Captain Don Mauro, Sheriffs Homicide Bureau, and Sergeant Craig Anderson, the early 
morning watch commander from Lennox Sheriff's Station. Investigator Scott was briefed 
by Captain Mauro and Sergeant Anderson. 


Per Sergeant Anderson, Los Angeles City Fire Department responded to a rescue call at 
the 405 Freeway transition road to the 105 Freeway. Upon their arrival, fire personnel 
contacted the suspect, who pointed a gun at them. Sergeant Anderson said that the 
California Highway Patrol subsequently responded and that Lennox deputies and 
Hawthorne Police officers were also involved. Sergeant Anderson said that the suspect 
had pointed a gun at the Fire Department paramedics and had also pointed a gun at a Los 
Angeles Police Department helicopter. There was a subsequent pursuit of the suspect and 
an officer involved shooting, with shots fired at the suspect. 


Sergeant Anderson advised that while the suspect was at the 405 Freeway transition road 
to the 105 Freeway, there were shots fired by deputies at the suspect from La Cienega 
Boulevard and Imperial Highway. Sergeant Anderson advised that the suspect had high 
ground on the deputies from a freeway overpass, and Sergeant Anderson called for 
Special Enforcement Bureau and deployment of an AR-15 rifle. 
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Per Sergeant Anderson, the pursuit was terminated at 118th Street and Prairie Avenue, 
where the suspect was killed. The Fire Department responded and was escorted through 
the scene to the suspect. The suspect was pronounced dead. Sergeant Anderson 
advised he was also involved in the shooting. 


Investigator Scott made arrangements for Sergeant Anderson to go to Lennox Station, 
where he was going to be interviewed by Homicide Detectives. 


Lennox Station Unit #32 EM Deputies Dennis Duarte, MM and Ryan Laughlin, 
were assigned to prepare a crime report. 


Deputy Duarte was instructed by Investigators to contact the California Highway Patrol unit 
at the command post, who responded to the call by Los Angeles City Fire Department, and 
obtain information regarding the initial crime. 


Deputy Duarte contacted California Highway Patrol Officers HEB and 
Pe aA] 4B Officers BEN onc told Deputy Duarte that at 


approximately 0149 hours, they were dispatched to the northbound 405 Freeway transition 
road to the eastbound 105 Freeway ms a disabled occupied vehicle. California 


Highway Patrol Officers Meno arrived on scene at approximately 0159 
hours but were unable to locate the vehicle. 


Per California Highway Patrol officers, they received an assistance call from Los Angeles 
City Fire Department at approximately 0221 hours. Los Angeles City Fire reported that 
paramedics were on a rescue call and a person had pointed a rifle at them. Los Angeles 
City Fire requested the California Highway Patrol to respond Code 3 (emergency 
response). 


California Highway Patrol Officers ind responded tothe southbound 405 
Freeway transition road to the eastbound 105 Freeway and stopped approximately 300 
yards north of the suspect. They met with Los Angeles City Fire paramedics, who told 
them that the suspect had pointed a rifle at them. 


Due to the fact that California Highway Patrol Officers and [Eh ad fired their 
duty weapons, they were instructed by their immediate supervisor not to make any further 


statements at that time. 


Investigators received additional information from Sergeant {J Hawthorne Police 
Department, that Hawthorne Police officers arrived on scene shortly after California 
Highway Patrol. Shots were fired at the 405 Freeway transition road to the105 Freeway. 
There was a pursuit that ended with additional shots fired at 118th Street and Prairie 


Avenue. 
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Deputies Duarte and Laughlin prepared a crime report and a supplemental report, which 
will be attached to this report and made a permanent part of this file. For further 
information regarding these statements, refer to their reports. 


While at the command post, Investigators received additional information from Sergeant 
Anderson. Per Sergeant Anderson, there were 22 officers and/or deputies who fired their 
duty weapons. Sergeant Anderson stated that there were 13 deputies, 7 Hawthorne Police 
officers, and 2 California Highway Patrol officers who fired their weapons. 


Investigators were contacted at the command post by Lieutenant Los Angeles 
Police Department Pacific Division | Lieutenant tated that two of 
the Los Angeles Police Department Aero officers had been shot at by the suspect. He 
identified the Aero officers as Sergeant [EE] -A and Officer 


assigned to Airship #70. 


Investigators noted the main shooting scene (Location #3) to be the intersection of 118th 
Street and Prairie Avenue, the termination of the pursuit. Investigators observed the 
suspect vehicle on 118th Street west of Prairie Avenue. Investigators further observed 
several black and white marked patrol units from various agencies parked at and near the 
intersection of 118th Street and Prairie Avenue in various directions. 


Investigators arranged for a walk-through of this scene by all concerned personnel. 
Homicide Investigators Carrillo and Gonzales were assigned to investigate and document 
this scene (Location #3). They were assisted by Deputy Abbinanti from Latent Prints and 
Deputies Van Horn and Dunn from Firearms. For details regarding this crime scene 
investigation, refer to their supplemental reports, which will be attached to this report and 
made a permanent part of this file. 


Homicide Investigator Cheryl Lyons was assigned to investigate and document the scene 
of the southbound 405 Freeway transition road to the eastbound 105 Freeway (Location 
#1). She was to be assisted by Carter and Roberts from Latent Prints and Deputy Catalani 
from Firearms. For details regarding this crime scene investigation, refer to their 
supplemental reports, which will be attached to this report and made a permanent part of 
this file. 


Homicide Investigators Beck, Schrick, and Lyons were assigned to investigate and 
document the scene at La Cienega Boulevard and Imperial Highway (Location #2). They 
were to be assisted by Carter and Roberts from Latent Prints and Deputy Catalani from 
Firearms. For details regarding this crime scene investigation, refer to their supplemental 
reports, which will be attached to this report and made a permanent part of this file. 
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Homicide Investigators Comstock and Lopez were assigned to assist with interviews. They 
were assigned to interview the Hawthorne Police officers involved in this shooting incident. 
For details regarding these interviews, refer to their supplemental reports, which will be 
attached to this report and made a permanent part of this file. 


Homicide Investigators Sergeant Kaono and Sergeant Harris were assigned to assist with 
interviews of the California Highway Patrol officers, the Los Angeles City Fire Department 
paramedics, and the Los Angeles Police officers involved in this incident. For details 
regarding these interviews, refer to their supplemental reports, which will be attached to 
this report and made a permanent part of this file. 


Investigators Scott and Smith were to conduct interviews of Lennox Station deputies with 
the assistance of Investigators Beck and Schrick. 


Investigators took Polaroid photographs of the scene at 118th Street and Prairie Avenue, 
and also at Imperial Highway and La Cienega Boulevard, for the purpose of interviews. 


At Investigators’ direction, Sergeant Morejon, Lennox Station, was called to the scene to 
assume responsibility for Lennox Station deputies at the scene. 


On 03-27-98 at approximately 0935 hours, Investigators Scott and Smith conducted an 
interview with Witness/Sergeant GREG HINKLE, _ Sergeant Hinkle is assigned 
to Lennox Station patrol and has been so assigned since August of 1994. His 
departmental hire date is 03-05-81. On 03-27-98, Sergeant Hinkle was assigned to the 
early morning shift as a field sergeant, Unit #30S. He was assigned to Vehicle #23873, 
a marked black and white Chevrolet Caprice Sheriffs patrol vehicle. 


Investigators conducted an exam of Sergeant Hinkle's duty weapon and noted it to be a 
Beretta, Model 92F, Serial #BER035127Z. Investigators noted that the safety was in the 
"on-safe" position. There was 1 live Winchester Luger 9mm round in the chamber. There 
were 13 live Winchester Luger 9mm rounds in the attached magazine. Sergeant Hinkle 
said he believes he fired 2 rounds. He stated he carries his gun with 1 round in the 
chamber and 15 rounds in the attached magazine. 


Sergeant Hinkle said he started his shift at [hours on 03-26-98. He believes the 
incident happened at approximately 3 a.m. on 03-27-98. Sergeant Hinkle said that they 
were conducting at 120th Street and Western Avenue in the Vermont 
District. They were utilizing a building at the golf course to conduct "459 now” (burglary in 
progress) in-service training. They began training at approximately 0130 hours. 
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Sergeant Hinkle stated that while monitoring their dispatch frequency, he heard Unit #32A 
request assistance regarding a "jumper" on the northbound 405 Freeway at the105 
Freeway. Sergeant Hinkle said that the suspect was actually on the southbound 405 
Freeway at the105 Freeway. While en route to that location, Sergeant Hinkle attempted 
to find out from his desk which unit was handling the call. He learned that the deputies 
actually observed the incident with the jumper, and there was an Aero unit overhead. 
Sergeant Hinkle was told that the Hawthorne Police Department and the California 
Highway Patrol were also involved. 


Sergeant Hinkle drove to the northbound 405 Freeway at the 105 interchange, where he 
believed the California Highway Patrol had established a command post. Upon his arrival, 
he realized that this information was incorrect as there was no one there. At this time 
Sergeant Hinkle heard Sergeant Anderson, the Lennox Station early morning watch 
commander (Unit #30L), on the radio. Sergeant Anderson was inquiring as to which 
deputies were qualified with the AR-15 rifle and what their locations were. At that time 
Deputy Velek, Unit #31, came on the radio and directed Sergeant Hinkle to his location. 


Sergeant Hinkle met with Deputy Velek and issued him an AR-15 rifle from his (Sergeant 
Hinkle's) trunk. Sergeant Hinkle stated that field sergeants are now authorized to carry 
AR-15 rifles in their trunk. Sergeant Hinkle said that he met with Deputy Velek on Imperial 
Highway east of the 405 Freeway, approximately 300 to 400 yards east of where the 
suspect was stopped. 


Sergeant Hinkle stated that prior to meeting with Deputy Velek, he (Sergeant Hinkle) heard 
Deputy Messerschmidt, Unit #32A, broadcast that the suspect was shooting at the 
helicopter. Sergeant Hinkle was told that it was an LAPD helicopter. Sergeant Hinkle then 
picked up Deputy Velek. Deputy Messerschmidt then broadcasted that he was involved 
in a 998 (officer involved shooting). Sergeant Hinkle said that Sheriff's Radio Center (SRC) 
asked if any deputies had fired. Deputy Messerschmidt confirmed that he had fired. 


After Sergeant Hinkle picked up Deputy Velek, they were driving with the intent to get on 
the freeway and find a location on similar high ground as the suspect to deploy the AR-15 
rifle. Prior to their deploying the AR-15 rifle, the suspect drove away from the location. 


It should be noted that at this point in the interview, at 1000 hours, Investigators took a 


break to respond to a 9-1-1 page from Homicide Bureau. Investigators were back on tape 
and continued the interview at 1002 hours. 
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Sergeant Hinkle said that other units began to follow the suspect Code 9 (non-pursuit 
mode). Seconds after that, deputies advised that they were in a pursuit and that the 
suspect was exiting at Prairie Avenue. Sergeant Hinkle said he could not get to Prairie 
Avenue from the freeway and had to go to Crenshaw to get off. He was not part of the 


pursuit. 


Sergeant Hinkle exited the freeway at the Crenshaw off-ramp and proceeded west on 
120th Street towards the suspect and the pursuit. Sergeant Hinkle went to 120th Street 
and Prairie Avenue and waited for the suspect. The suspect turned right on 118th Street 
and yielded there. 


Sergeant Hinkle said he thought that it was imperative to have an AR-15 rifle deployed at 
the scene for everybody's safety. Sergeant Hinkle said he had been advised that the 
suspect was seen with more than one gun and that he had shot at people. He said that 
for safety reasons, he wanted an AR-15 rifle deployed. 


Sergeant Hinkle drove north on Prairie Avenue, two blocks to118th Street. He could see 
patrol cars with their rotators (emergency lights) going stopped at that location. Sergeant 
Hinkle knew that that is the location where the pursuit had terminated. 


Sergeant Hinkle said there was a position where he felt he could give Deputy Velek a 
position of advantage along the west curb of Prairie Avenue, south of 118th Street. At that 
location, Deputy Velek would have a good view of the suspect and be able to utilize the 
engine block of their vehicle for cover. 


Investigators provided Sergeant Hinkle with some Polaroid photographs taken at Location 
#3, 118th Street and Prairie Avenue. Sergeant Hinkle identified his vehicle in Photograph 
#2 of Location #3 as the vehicle positioned at the far left of the photograph, along the west 
curb of Prairie Avenue, facing north. This vehicle is identified as Rooftop #873, Vehicle 


#32873. 


Sergeant Hinkle said he and Deputy Velek parked. Deputy Velek had exited their vehicle 
and directed Sergeant Hinkle into a good vantage point. Sergeant Hinkle slowly moved 
the vehicle forward until Deputy Velek told him where to stop. Sergeant Hinkle then exited 
via the driver's side, went around the trunk of the vehicle, and positioned himself next to 
Deputy Velek. They used the engine block of their vehicle for cover. 


Sergeant Hinkle said that when he first saw the suspect, the suspect was outside of his car 
on the sidewalk along the passenger side of his (suspect's) car. Sergeant Hinkle described 
the suspect as a male White with long brown hair, wearing a heavy and thick brown jacket. 
He described the suspect vehicle as a large four-door white Lincoln Sedan. 
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Sergeant Hinkle said he saw that the suspect had a handgun in his right hand, which was 
pointed at his head. He described the handgun as a blue steel auto-loader. Sergeant 
Hinkle said he is not sure how long the suspect was holding the gun to his temple. He said 
it was to the right side of his head for perhaps a few seconds. Sergeant Hinkle said he 
was thinking at that point that the suspect was going to kill himself. Sergeant Hinkle 
reminded himself that the suspect had already shot at officers and deputies. He (Sergeant 
Hinkle) said he was not going to give the suspect an opportunity to shoot at him (Sergeant 
Hinkle) or anyone else. Sergeant Hinkle said he then saw the suspect take the gun away 
from his head. 


Throughout the incident, the suspect was facing Prairie Avenue towards the officers and 
deputies. Sergeant Hinkle said the suspect then took the gun from his head and that it was 
coming down in their (officers' and deputies’) direction. Sergeant Hinkle said he was 
certain that the suspect was going to begin firing and did not want his guys to get shot. 
Sergeant Hinkle stated he then fired in order to stop the suspect. He said that he double- 
tapped, firing two rounds. He was pretty sure he fired two rounds. Sergeant Hinkle said 
that almost simultaneously, there were other rounds going off. Sergeant Hinkle said there 
were a lot of rounds fired and he felt no need to continue firing. 


Sergeant Hinkle said he saw a van parked behind the suspect, behind a chain-link fence, 
in the line of fire between him and the suspect. Sergeant Hinkle said he was not worried 
about anyone in the line of fire because of the van behind the suspect. He felt there was 
no need to fire any more rounds. Sergeant Hinkle stayed behind cover until the shooting 


stopped. 


Sergeant Hinkle said that after the shooting, a small group of approximately four to five 
Hawthorne Police officers, with the lead officer armed with an MP-5, approached the 
suspect. They cleared the suspect vehicle and saw that the suspect was incapacitated. 
Sergeant Hinkle said he then looked to see that his guys were okay. 


Sergeant Hinkle said the Fire Department arrived almost immediately, maybe within two 
minutes. The suspect was pronounced dead at the scene. Sergeant Hinkle said he then 
took measures to secure the shooting scene. 


Sergeant Hinkle said that he only heard shots being fired and did not see other deputies 
or officers fire their weapons. 


Sergeant Hinkle said he had seen the suspect when the suspect was on the northbound 
405 Freeway and Imperial Highway. He said the suspect vehicle was parked and the 
suspect was sitting on a concrete wall next to his car. Sergeant Hinkle could only see from 
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the suspect's shoulders to his head. Sergeant Hinkle said he saw the suspect after he 
(Sergeant Hinkle) got off the freeway to meet Deputy Velek. He looked up and saw the 
suspect walking around the transition road. At that time he was approximately 400 yards 
from the suspect. 


Sergeant Hinkle said he believes he was approximately 20 yards from the suspect when 
he fired at him at the location of 118th Street and Prairie Avenue. He did not hear the 
suspect yell or say anything. Sergeant Hinkle said he heard other voices yelling for the 
suspect to drop the gun. 


Per Sergeant Hinkle, the Lennox Station early morning watch commander, Sergeant 
Anderson, had authorized deployment of the AR-15 rifle via radio. This interview was 
terminated at approximately 1028 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at approximately 1045 hours, Investigators Scott and Smith conducted an 
interview with Witness Sergeant CRAIG ANDERSON, HE] at Lennox Station. 
Sergeant Anderson is assigned to Lennox Station patrol and has been so assigned since 
November of 1995. His departmental hire date is 07-27-83. 


Investigators conducted an inspection of Sergeant Anderson's duty weapon and noted it 
to be a Beretta, Model 92F, Serial #BERO09110Z. Investigators noted that the safety was 
in the "on-safe" position. Sergeant Anderson said he believes he fired 3 to 4 rounds. 
Investigators noted that Sergeant Anderson's duty weapon was loaded with 1 live 
Winchester Luger 9mm round in the chamber and 11 live Winchester Luger 9mm rounds 
in the attached magazine. 


On 03-27-98, Sergeant Anderson was assigned as the Lennox Station early morning shift 

{tof hours) watch commander. Sergeant Anderson stated that at about 0230 
hours, the watch deputy, Deputy Dave Florence, received a phone call from California 
Highway Patrol dispatch. Sergeant Anderson was in the station at that time. Deputy 
Florence spoke with the California Highway Patrol and subsequently told Sergeant 
Anderson that they (CHP) were requesting assistance from Lennox Station deputies. 
California Highway Patrol advised they had a vehicle stopped, and there was a guy with 
a gun and it was a barricade situation. 


Sergeant Anderson said that the location given was bad. The California Highway Patrol 
said the location was the 105 Freeway at Imperial Highway, and that was all they had. 
California Highway Patrol was recontacted by Deputy Florence for a better location to send 
the deputies. Sergeant Anderson said they spent approximately two to three minutes 
trying to get the right location from the California Highway Patrol. 


TA 
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During this time, a field unit observed an LAPD helicopter overhead, above the eastbound 
105 transition road from the southbound 405 Freeway. The unit was later identified as Unit 
#32A, Deputies Messerschmidt and Morien. They (Unit #32A) saw the helicopter circling 
and the suspect sitting on the ledge of an overpass. Deputy Messerschmidt started 
coordinating units on the radio, using the patch on Dispatch 12. Sergeant Anderson said 
he was still in the station dispatch area at this time. 


Sergeant Anderson said ground units started to acknowledge and take positions on 
Imperial Highway. Sergeants Morejon and Hinkle advised they were rolling. Sergeant 
Anderson said they (Morejon/Hinkle) were together in the same car. The deputies 
coordinating this could see the suspect with a gun looking down at the deputies and 
pointing the gun at them and the helicopter. Sergeant Anderson said that he heard this 
over the radio. 


Sergeant Anderson then heard a deputy, who he believes was either Deputy 
Messerschmidt or Morien, say that they were being fired at by the suspect. They had 
returned fire and put out a 998 (deputies involved in a shooting) broadcast. At this time, 
Sergeant Anderson said he gathered his equipment and shotgun and made sure that an 
AR-15 rifle was in the trunk. He then started rolling out to the containment. Sergeant 
Anderson said he knows that the field sergeants also have an AR-15 rifle. 


Sergeant Anderson coordinated on his radio with Deputy Velek, who at that time had taken 
over the coordination of responding units. Deputy Velek was assigned to Unit #31. 
Sergeant Anderson said he deployed an AR-15 rifle to Deputy Velek, who is certified to 
shoot it. 


Sergeant Anderson met with Deputy Velek at Imperial Highway, under the transition just 
east of where the suspect was. He (Sergeant Anderson) was being briefed by Deputy 
Velek when he heard one of the ground units, Unit #32A, Deputies Messerschmidt and 
Morien, advise that the suspect was shooting at the LAPD Helicopter. Sergeant Hinkle 
then pulled up to their location, and Sergeant Anderson noted he was by himself. 


Sergeant Anderson was going to set up a command post at Inglewood Avenue and 
Imperial Highway. He believed that Sergeant Morejon was possibly there. Sergeant 
Hinkle arrived alone at Imperial Highway and the transitions. 


Sergeant Anderson remembers there was radio traffic regarding deployment of Special 
Enforcement Bureau (SEB) personnel. Sergeant Anderson asked his desk to notify SEB 
to deploy and respond. At about that time, an SEB K-9 unit came on the radio and said 
they were responding to the location and would be monitoring via radio. 
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Sergeant Anderson said he was talking to Sergeant Hinkle and Deputy Velek about the 
suspect shooting at the helicopter and ground crews. He said they had to formulate a plan 
to go up there and take this suspect out before he killed somebody. The plan was for 
Deputy Velek to be the passenger in Unit #30S, Sergeant Hinkle's car, and for Sergeant 
Hinkle to drive. Sergeant Hinkle was to drive up to the top portion of the transition road, 
where he and Deputy Velek could scout out the suspect. The California Highway Patrol 
had the transition road blocked at that time. 


Sergeant Anderson said the suspect was moving from one side to the other and to his car. 
He was moving around a lot. They (Hinkle and Velek) tried to get a position to "take him 


out." 


Sergeant Anderson said that while they were talking, they received an update from LAPD 
Aero, relayed from the Lennox desk, that the suspect went to his trunk and retrieved one 
or two more handguns. Sergeant Anderson said that his thought process was that after 
scouting a location, they could use a radio car for cover and get as close as they could 
without compromising their safety, and if the suspect was armed and would not comply, 
they would take him out, kill him. Sergeant Anderson said he felt an urgency on their part, 
when he (suspect) went to the trunk to get more firearms. He (Sergeant Anderson) thought 
the suspect was going to shoot at the helicopter again and the ground units. 


Sergeant Anderson said that after they formulated their plan, Sergeant Hinkle and Deputy 
Velek got in a patrol car and were about to leave. Sergeant Anderson looked up and saw 
that the suspect was gone. He (Sergeant Anderson) broadcasted on Dispatch 12 that the 
suspect was gone and said to ask LAPD what the guy's location was and what was 


happening. 


There was then a radio broadcast from the Lennox desk providing the suspect's direction 
of travel, which was eastbound on the 105 Freeway. Sergeant Anderson got back into his 
car and had Deputy Velek retain the AR-15 rifle. Sergeant Anderson then monitored the 
pursuit. Sergeant Anderson said that Deputy Velek got into a Sheriff's radio car, which 
believes was his (Deputy Velek's) car. 


Sergeant Anderson said that Unit #32A, Deputies Messerschmidt and Morien, got on the 
eastbound 105 Freeway to catch up to the pursuit, which had been initiated by California 
Highway Patrol. Unit #32A caught up with CHP and broadcast the pursuit. At that time, 
Unit #32A was the only Sheriff's unit in the pursuit. Sergeant Anderson said Unit #32A 
took it on their own initiative to catch up with the pursuit. He said that was fine with him 
(Sergeant Anderson), adding that he was the watch commander. Sergeant Anderson said 
there was a problem with radio communications between LAPD, CHP, and the Sheriffs 
Department. 
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Sergeant Anderson said the suspect then exited at Prairie Avenue and turned southbound. 
He went south on Prairie Avenue across Imperial Highway, where there were at least five 
Sheriff's units, including Sergeant Anderson. 


Sergeant Anderson said that the pursuit passed southbound on Prairie Avenue at Imperial 
Highway in front of him. He saw that there were three Hawthorne units, two CHP units, 
and approximately five Sheriffs units. Sergeant Anderson said that when he saw the 
Hawthorne units, that was the first he knew of Hawthorne Police Department being 
involved in the situation. Sergeant Anderson told SRC to have the Hawthorne units 
abandon the pursuit. Sergeant Anderson said it was his understanding that this was a 
Sheriffs handle. Sergeant Anderson said he also broadcast over Dispatch12 for 
Hawthorne units to abandon the pursuit, adding that Hawthorne has the ability to monitor 
the Sheriff's frequency. 


Sergeant Anderson said that the pursuit lasted another ten to fifteen seconds, and then 
ended when the suspect turned westbound on 118th Street. Within seconds, the suspect 
turned on 118th Street and stopped. Sergeant Anderson said he knew that there would 
be a lag time of dispatch talking on the phone, attempting to get other units out of the 
pursuit and advising that it would be a Sheriff's handle. As the suspect pulled to the curb, 
Sergeant Anderson said he knew he was going to have problems controlling the situation 
with three different agencies and a guy with a gun involved. 


Sergeant Anderson said he pulled in behind where other radio cars had stopped, facing 
westbound, on 118th Street and Prairie Avenue. He was stopped on Prairie Avenue facing 


southbound. 


Investigators provided Sergeant Anderson with Polaroid photographs depicting the crime 
scene. Sergeant Anderson, viewing Photograph #1 of Location #3, stated that his car was 
not in that photograph, adding it was further north of the radio cars depicted. Sergeant 
Anderson said he was driving a marked black and white Chevrolet Caprice Sheriffs 
vehicle, #32795, Rooftop #795, the watch commander's car. 


Sergeant Anderson said that he took out his gun and ran up to a position near the fender 
of a radio car. Sergeant Anderson then viewed Photograph #2 of Location #3 and pointed 
to a Ford Crown Victoria Sheriff's vehicle located at the far left and facing westbound. He 
said that this was the vehicle where he took a position near the left front fender. Sergeant 
Anderson said that Deputy Velek was on his left side facing west, next to the Sheriff's car 


facing northbound. 
Sergeant Anderson said the suspect got out of his car with a handgun in his right hand. 


The suspect walked west in front of his vehicle and then turned north and walked up onto 
the north sidewalk. The suspect had a handgun in his right hand, and it looked like he 
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was doing something to the gun. He was manipulating the gun as if he was putting a 
round in the chamber or was attempting to unjam or unload it. The suspect walked a little 
further towards the deputies (east) and put the gun to his head. Sergeant Anderson said 
the suspect did not say anything that he could hear. Sergeant Anderson said that sworn 
personnel were yelling for the suspect to put the gun down. 


Sergeant Anderson said that at this time he tried to communicate to an SEB K-9 deputy 
who had taken his dog up to the front fender of a car to the right of Sergeant Anderson. 
Sergeant Anderson yelled at the K-9 deputy to get his dog out of there. The SEB K-9 
deputy stayed at his location, and Sergeant Anderson's attention went back to the suspect. 


Sergeant Anderson said the suspect then removed the handgun from his head and pointed 
it at the officers and deputies in front of him (suspect). Sergeant Anderson saw that the 
SEB K-9 deputy was still at his location. Sergeant Anderson fired three to four times at the 
suspect. It looked like the suspect fell against the fence next to him for a short time and 
then fell. Sergeant Anderson yelled at the K-9 deputy to get his dog out of there again, 
and he finally moved. 


Sergeant Anderson walked northbound on Prairie Avenue to get a better vantage point 
where he could see the suspect. He said that several rounds had been fired by officers 
at the suspect. Sergeant Anderson said he was again thinking that this situation was their 
(Sheriff's) handle, and he was going to tell Hawthorne to stay put and back off. He said 
that before he could, a team of Hawthorne officers walked up and checked the suspect and 
the car. 


Sergeant Anderson said he then broadcast on Dispatch 12 that there had been a shooting 
and that the suspect was down. He requested rescue respond for the suspect. 


Sergeants Morejon, Hinkle and Anderson gathered the Lennox deputies involved in the 
shooting and took a count of who had fired and who had not. Sergeant Anderson then told 
the deputies to leave their guns in their holsters until they were interviewed by Homicide 
Investigators. 


Sergeant Anderson said that Sergeants Morejon and Hinkle then got together with a 
Hawthorne sergeant, the only Hawthorne sergeant at the scene, and advised him that they 
needed a head count of guys who shot. They instructed the Hawthorne sergeant to have 
those officers respond back to Hawthorne Police Department. A command post was then 
established. 


Sergeant Anderson advised Hawthorne officers to assist in a check for additional victims 


and to check homes in the vicinity and make sure that no one else was hit down range. 
Sergeant Anderson then saw to it that crime scene tape was set up and that desk 
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personnel made notifications. He then arranged for a jailer to bring a station van to the 
location and pick up deputies. They left the field cars at the scene and in place. This 
interview was terminated at approximately 1145 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at approximately 1215 hours, Investigators Scott and Smith conducted an 
interview with Witness/Deputy JOHN DAVOREN, EO O | at Lennox Station. Deputy 
Davoren is assigned to Lennox Sheriff's Station patrol and is currently on loan to Marina 
Del Rey. He has been assigned to Lennox since March, 1997. His departmental hire date 
is 12-10-90. 


On Friday, 03-27-98, Deputy Davoren was assigned to Unit #272, early mornings, a one- 
man car. He said he heard a request for assistance regarding a 902A (attempt suicide), 
417 (man with a gun) suspect on the overpass of the105 Freeway, above the 405 
Freeway. 


Deputy Davoren checked with his desk to see if Lennox deputies needed additional units. 
He was advised that Unit #271 was authorized to respond. Deputy Davoren stayed in his 
assigned area. 


Deputy Davoren then heard a 998 (deputy involved in a shooting) radio broadcast with 
information that deputies were shot at and were returning fire. He then heard Unit #30S 
broadcast that he was "97" (on scene) on the northbound 405 Freeway at Imperial 
Highway. Unit#30S advised the Lennox desk to contact the California Highway Patrol and 
shut down all northbound and southbound traffic. A few minutes later, he heard Unit #34 
on surface streets requesting additional units to block traffic on La Cienega Boulevard. 
Deputy Davoren then started heading toward the 90 Freeway. He got to the 90 Freeway 
and heard Unit #30S contact the Lennox desk again via radio. Unit #30S advised that 
traffic was still going southbound on the 405 Freeway under the 105 Freeway where the 
suspect was at. 


Deputy Davoren responded Code 3 (emergency lights and sirens activated) southbound 
on the 405 Freeway to the Century Boulevard exit, where he positioned his vehicle across 
the #2 and #3 southbound lanes of the 405 Freeway. He activated his emergency lights 
to block traffic and laid a flair pattern across the southbound 405 Freeway traffic lanes. 


Deputy Davoren said he waited there until he heard via radio that Unit #32A was unable 
to see the suspect and was unsure of his position. Deputy Davoren looked in the direction 
of the overpass and saw the suspect vehicle start to drive eastbound on the 105 Freeway 
overpass and get onto the freeway. Deputy Davoren only saw the top part of the suspect 
vehicle and said it was possibly black. He noticed that there were two police cars, with 
rotators (light bar) activated, following behind the suspect's vehicle. 
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Deputy Davoren believed he had the shortest ETA (estimated time of arrival) to assist 
those units already on the 405 Freeway. He caught up to the pursuit on the 105 Freeway 
eastbound and was the fourth unit in the pursuit at that time. Deputy Davoren followed the 
suspect off at Prairie Avenue from the 105 Freeway. The suspect turned southbound on 
Prairie Avenue from the 105 Freeway. Deputy Davoren positioned himself in the #2 lane 
on Prairie Avenue, and there were several units on both sides of him. 


Deputy Davoren said the suspect vehicle continued southbound on Prairie Avenue, 
passing Imperial Highway. The suspect vehicle continued to 118th Street, where he turned 
from Prairie Avenue, and stopped along the north curb of 118th Street. Deputy Davoren 
positioned his car on the south side of 118th Street and Prairie Avenue. He stated that his 


vehicle was #00281, Rooftop #281. 


It should be noted that at this time in the interview, Deputy Davoren telephoned the Marina 
desk to confirm the vehicle number for Unit #272 early morning. Deputy Davoren 
confirmed he was driving Vehicle #00281, a marked black and white Sheriff's Ford Crown 


Victoria. 


Investigators provided Deputy Davoren with Polaroid photographs of Location #3. In 
Photograph #2 of Location #3, Deputy Davoren identified the Ford depicted at the far left 
of the picture, on Prairie Avenue south of 118th Street facing west, as his vehicle. 


Deputy Davoren said he exited his vehicle and drew his 9mm Beretta, pointing his gun at 
the suspect vehicle. The suspect was still inside his vehicle at that time. Deputy Davoren 
saw two deputies approach the vehicle just north of his vehicle and crouch down behind 
the engine compartment and driver's side wheel area. Deputy Davoren thought that his 
position was unsafe with these two deputies in front of him in the line of fire. He said if they 
stood up he might hit them if he shot. Deputy Davoren then went around the rear of his 
vehicle and approached the car that was to his right, where the other two deputies were 
crouched down. He took a position by the open driver's door. 


At that time, Deputy Davoren changed weapons. He holstered his Beretta, in 
for the shotgun, and took the shotgun out of the car that he was standing next to. 

Deputy Davoren looked at Photograph #3 of Location #3 and identified the Ford on the far 

left of three vehicles facing westbound on 118th Street as the vehicle he was behind. 


Deputy Davoren said he took the shotgun out and pointed it at the suspect vehicle as the 
suspect driver's side door opened and the suspect exited the vehicle. The suspect walked 
westbound on 118th Street next to the vehicle until he got to the front of the vehicle. He 
then turned northbound and started to walk towards the north sidewalk. 
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Deputy Davoren noticed the suspect had a weapon when he got out of the car. As the 
suspect was in front of the vehicle by the driver's side, he (suspect) did a racking motion 
with the gun. He then continued to walk north towards the sidewalk. The suspect got on 
the sidewalk and turned eastbound towards the officers and deputies. Deputy Davoren 
said he believed the gun was in the suspect's left hand. He described it as a black 
semiautomatic handgun and that the barrel seemed long. 


Deputy Davoren said the suspect stared at the officers and deputies for about four to five 
seconds. He said it seemed like twenty to thirty seconds. After staring, he (suspect) put 
the gun to his temple, possibly on the left side, and kept it at his temple for a few seconds. 
He then brought the gun down in a swinging motion towards the deputies and officers, at 
which time Deputy Davoren fired one round from his shotgun. Deputy Davoren said the 
shotgun he used was a department Ithaca12-gauge shotgun loaded with 00 buck. 


Deputy Davoren said he could hear several guns going off. He saw that the suspect was 
still standing, leaning to his right. Deputy Davoren said he now remembers the gun was 
in the suspect's right hand. Deputy Davoren then fired a second round from the same 
shotgun. After he fired the second round, the suspect fell to the ground and out of his 
view. 


Deputy Davoren said that he kept the shotgun pointed in the suspect's direction and 
covered Hawthorne officers as they approached the suspect. When he noticed that the 
officers were halfway to the suspect, he pointed his shotgun in the air to prevent discharge. 
Deputy Davoren said when the Hawthorne officers got to the body, they put out a Code 4 
(no further assistance needed). 


Deputy Davoren then secured the shotgun into the rack of the Crown Victoria that he had 
taken it from. He subsequently advised Sergeant Morejon that he had fired his gun. 
Deputy Davoren then gave statements to Deputy Laughlin. 


Deputy Davoren asked Sergeant Morejon about what to do with the shotgun he used. 
Sergeant Morejon told him to clear the chamber, leave the gun in the car, and put the live 
rounds from the shotgun on the driver's seat. 


Deputy Davoren said that he then waited outside of the crime scene for the van and was 
subsequently taken back to Lennox Station. 


Deputy Davoren said that when the suspect got out of the car with the gun, he thought that 
because the suspect had already shot at LAPD Aero and Sheriff units on the ground, and 
had a gun in his hand, he (Deputy Davoren) was in fear for his life and the lives of all the 
other officers at the scene, and that is why he fired. This interview was terminated at 
approximately 1255 hours. 
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On 03-27-98 at approximately 1320 hours, Investigators Scott and Smith conducted an 
interview with Witness/Deputy MICHAEL R. VELEK, T at Lennox Station. Deputy 
Velek is assigned to Lennox Station patrol and has been so assigned since February, 
1992. His Departmental hire date is 03-15-89. 


On Friday, 03-27-98, Deputy Velek was assigned to Unit #31, early morning shift, from 

ours. His partner was Deputy Darryl Hast, HEM who is a patrol deputy 
trainee. Deputy Velek said he responded to an assistance request at the 405 Freeway 
over Imperial Highway regarding a jumper. While en route, there was updated information 
per the California Highway Patrol that the suspect was 417 (man with a gun). 


Deputy Velek and his partner set up east of the suspect's location on Imperial Highway 
west of Inglewood Avenue. They could see the suspect on the overpass. Deputy Velek 
took a position behind a cement support for the freeway overpass, approximately 200 
yards away from the suspect. Deputy Velek used binoculars to watch the suspect from 
that location. 


While waiting for other units, Deputy Velek saw a helicopter overhead and heard 2 to 3 
rounds fired from the suspect's location. Deputy Velek got on the radio and asked for Unit 
#30S to come to his location with an AR-15 rifle due to their distance from the suspect. 
While waiting for Unit #30S, Deputy Velek heard a volley of rounds go off, approximately 
3 to 4, and then heard another set of approximately 4 rounds go off. He then heard radio 
traffic of deputies saying 998 (deputies involved in a shooting). Unit #30S, Sergeant 
Hinkle, and Unit #30L, Sergeant Anderson, arrived at the location with AR-15 rifles. 


Sergeant Hinkle and Deputy Velek, at the direction of the Watch Commander/Sergeant 
Anderson, were going to find a location where they could get a better shot at the suspect. 
Deputy Velek said they were going to another overpass of the approximate same height 
as the overpass that the suspect was on. He believed that it was the westbound 105 to 
the southbound 405 transition road. 


While en route, Deputy Velek said they heard radio traffic that the suspect had got back 
into his vehicle and started driving away. The suspect was going eastbound on the 105 
Freeway. Deputy Velek and Sergeant Hinkle got on the eastbound 105 at Hawthorne 
Boulevard, where they were going to wait for the vehicle to pass and then join in. The 
suspect vehicle got off the freeway at Prairie Avenue. Because Deputy Velek and 
Sergeant Hinkle were already east of that location, they went to Crenshaw to get off the 
freeway. They heard the pursuit was going southbound on Prairie Avenue. 
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Deputy Velek said he and Sergeant Hinkle went to 120th Street and Prairie Avenue to wait 
for the pursuit to go southbound. They heard on the radio that the suspect had yielded at 
118th Street west of Prairie Avenue. Sergeant Hinkle drove their radio car northbound and 
stopped at the southwest corner of 118th Street and Prairie Avenue. 


Sergeant Hinkle told Deputy Velek to direct him where to pull up to get the best view of the 
suspect. Deputy Velek had an AR-15 rifle. Deputy Velek got out of the car and directed 
Sergeant Hinkle to the best spot to use the engine block for cover. He set up with an AR- 
15 rifle, crouched down by the front passenger side tire of the radio car, aiming the AR-15 
rifle across the hood at the suspect. 


Investigators provided Deputy Velek with Polaroid photographs of scene Location #3. In 
Photograph #2 of Location #3, Deputy Velek pointed to a black and white radio car at the 
far left of the photograph, which was parked northbound on Prairie Avenue at the 
southwest corner of 118th Street. This vehicle is identified as Vehicle #32873, Rooftop 
#873, and was assigned to Unit #30S. 


Deputy Velek said that the suspect was standing outside of his vehicle next to the driver's 
door with a handgun in his right hand. The suspect walked slowly around the front of his 
car to the north sidewalk of 118th Street. It appeared that the suspect was trying to rack 
a round into the gun as he was "fidgeting" with the gun in his hand. Deputy Velek 
described the suspect's gun as an automatic. 


Deputy Velek said he was approximately 25 yards from the suspect. Deputy Velek said 
that when the suspect got to the sidewalk, he took the gun in his right hand and pointed 
it at the right side of his head. Deputy Velek heard several deputies and officers yell at the 
suspect to drop the gun. 


Deputy Velek saw the suspect lower the gun from his head and point it at the deputies and 
officers near the northwest corner of 118th Street and Prairie Avenue. Fearing that the 
suspect was about to shoot at the officers and deputies on the corner, Deputy Velek fired 
approximately 5 rounds from the AR-15 rifle at the suspect. He said that he fired 2 rounds 
“double tap," and then 2 more rounds "double tap." He then fired 1 more round, which he 
saw hit the rear windshield of the suspect vehicle in the upper right-hand corner. Deputy 
Velek saw the suspect stumble back approximately three steps and lean against a chain- 
link fence. The suspect's gun lowered and was pointing towards the ground. Deputy Velek 
stopped firing. Deputy Velek heard several more shots being fired, and the suspect then 
fell to the ground. All of the shooting then stopped. 


Deputy Velek said that after all the shooting stopped, a team of Hawthorne police officers 


approached the suspect and vehicle. He saw one of the Hawthorne officers hold up 4 
fingers, indicating Code 4, (no further assistance needed), situation secured. 
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Deputy Velek then put his rifle "on-safe" and secured it in the rifle case in the back of Unit 
#30S' vehicle. 


Deputy Velek said he was dressed in full uniform and had his duty Beretta with him. He 
believes that Unit #30S had a shotgun, but was not sure because he was not paying 


attention. 


Deputy Velek said he believes that it took less than one minute for the shooting to go 
down, from the time that Deputy Velek and Unit #30S arrived until the suspect pointed the 
guns at the deputies and officers. He said the suspect was already out of the car and 
standing when Deputy Velek first saw him. Deputy Velek said he already had the AR-15 
tifle locked and ready to go, and it was already in his hand. 


Deputy Velek said there was a big yard to the rear of a business with a chain-link fence, 
directly behind the suspect from Deputy Velek's vantage point. Deputy Velek said he was 
watching his sights when he shot his first two double taps. The suspect's vehicle was 
between Deputy Velek and the suspect, and he could see the suspect from his belly button 
up. Deputy Velek estimates that the suspect was approximately 25 yards from his location. 


Deputy Velek said that the AR-15 rifle is usually kept with 20 rounds in each magazine. 
There are usually 2 magazines with 20 rounds each and four additional boxes of .223 
ammunition. Deputy Velek said he grabbed two magazines and put one in his pocket and 


one in the gun. 


Deputy Velek also said that the suspect was standing on the sidewalk on the north side 
of 118th Street, by the passenger side of the car. Deputy Velek could see the suspect over 
the trunk area of the car. Deputy Velek fired in a northwest direction. 


Deputy Velek said that his partner, Deputy Hast, went with Deputies Milliman and 
Mcintosh, when Deputy Velek went with Sergeant Hinkle. 


This interview was terminated at approximately 1355 hours. 

On 03-27-98 at approximately 1440 hours, Investigators Scott and Smith conducted an 
interview with Victim/Deputy JOSEPH MORIEN, —_ at Lennox Station. Deputy 
Morien is assigned to Lennox Station Patrol and has been so assigned since September, 
1995. His department hire date is 01-05-90. 


On Friday, 03-27-98, Deputy Morien was assigned to Unit #32A, early mornings {lito 
Bous). His partner was Deputy Curt Messerschmidt. 


@ 
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Investigators examined Deputy Morien's duty weapon and noted it to be a Beretta, Model 
92F, Serial #BER101770Z. It was loaded with 1 live Winchester Luger 9mm round in the 
chamber, and 14 live Winchester Luger 9mm rounds in the attached magazine. Deputy 
Morien stated that he carries his gun with one live round in the chamber and 15 live rounds 
in the attached magazine. 


Deputy Morien said he and his partner were traveling southbound on La Cienega 
Boulevard approaching Imperial Highway wher they saw an Aero unit above them. They 
noted that the Aero unit had a spot light illuminated in the direction of the freeway 
overpass. Deputy Morien and his partner turned eastbound on Imperial Highway from La 
Cienega Boulevard and saw a man on the bridge with one leg over the rail. He (Deputy 
Morien) attempted to contact the Aero unit over dispatch 12 on direct, and later found out 
that it was an LAPD Aero unit. 


Deputy Morien said his partner notified their dispatch that they had a "jumper" on the 405 
south interchange and asked for assisting units to block traffic on the oncoming 
interchange. They also requested assistance from California Highway Patrol, at which time 
they were notified by dispatch that it was a 417 suspect (man with a gun). Deputy Morien 
stated that they asked for additional units to block all oncoming traffic on Imperial Highway. 


During communications with assisting units and LAPD Aero, Deputy Morien saw the 
suspect stand up and shoot numerous rounds at the LAPD Aero unit. He saw the suspect 
sitting down and straddling the concrete wall. The suspect was sitting on the wall, and 
Aero was above. The suspect appeared to have a small semi-auto weapon, and he used 
both hands to cradle the gun in a combat position. 


Deputy Morien heard rounds being fired from the gun but did not see muzzle flash. He 
said the rounds were semi-loud and sounded like a .25. Deputy Morien said the suspect 
was following the helicopter's light pointing the gun at the helicopter. 


Deputy Morien said they were approximately 175 yards from the suspect. They were on 
Imperial Highway, and the suspect was on the overpass. Deputy Morien estimated the 
overpass to be approximately 45 yards up from Imperial Highway. 


Deputy Morien said that the first time the suspect shot, he shot approximately 5 times at 
the Aero unit. Deputy Morien directed assisting units to shut their lights down and also 
advised dispatch to let LAPD Aero unit know that he was taking rounds. The suspect was 
still in a seated position. He had a bottle of alcohol and took several drinks from it. 


Deputy Morien stated that they tried to block eastbound traffic on Imperial Highway and 


stay out of the suspect's range but could not. They notified dispatch that they needed 
additional units and requested an AR-15 rifle to their location. 
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Deputy Morien said the suspect then stood up from his seated position and fired numerous 
rounds at their location. Deputy Morien said they were in a marked black and white 
Sheriff's patrol Vehicle #32123, Rooftop #123. Deputy Messerschmidt was the driver, and 
Deputy Morien was the bookman (passenger deputy). The suspect was firing at their radio 
car. Deputy Morien saw the suspect shoot at them and also heard rounds hit their radio 
car. Deputy Morien said they had to keep civilians away from the shooters’ position and 
could not leave their location. 


After about a five minute period, Deputy Morien saw the suspect shoot at the Aero unit 
approximately 4 to 5 more times. He asked if the freeways were being blocked and no 
oncoming traffic would be down range of the shooter. During conversations with the desk, 
the suspect again shot at Deputy Morien and his partner's location and into oncoming 
traffic eastbound on Imperial Highway from La Cienega. Deputy Morien said they "blacked 
out" (turned off their lights). A white Ford Bronco was struck at the location by one of the 
suspect's rounds. At that time, Deputy Morien returned fire shooting at the suspect 
approximately 4 to 5 times with his duty weapon. Deputy Morien was approximately 175 
yards from the suspect when he shot. 


Deputy Morien stated that Deputy Marella, Marina Unit #271, also returned fire at the 
suspect. The suspect went into a crouched position behind the wall and ceased firing. 
Deputy Morien said he instructed the white Ford Bronco to travel southbound on La 
Cienega, away from the location. Aero unit advised that they were in range of the shooter 
and told them to back out. At that time, Deputy Morien said they saw no further danger of 
civilians and backed out of the area. They lost sight of the suspect. Another unit picked 
up vision and saw the suspect get into his car and travel southbound on the 405. 


Deputy Morien said they engaged in a pursuit of the suspect vehicle and notified assisting 
units of the situation and their location. The suspect exited the 105 Freeway south onto 
Prairie Avenue. The suspect continued southbound on Prairie Avenue, across Imperial 
Highway to 118th Street. The suspect proceeded westbound on 118th Street, yielding 
approximately 50 yards west of 118th Street and Prairie Avenue. 


Deputy Morien said the suspect exited his vehicle during a felony extraction. He 
brandished a handgun, put his palm to the magazine and pushed in an upward motion and 
then racked the chamber. Deputy Morien told the assisting units that the suspect was 
armed with a gun. The suspect walked to the front of his car and pointed a gun at his 
temple. Deputy Morien and other deputies yelled for the suspect to drop his weapon and 
to put his hands in the air. The suspect did not comply. The suspect then walked to the 
passenger side of his vehicle and then to the sidewalk near an adjoining fence. The 
suspect lowered the weapon from his temple with his right hand and pointed the weapon 


in Deputy Morien's direction. 
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Investigators provided Deputy Morien with Polaroid photographs of the scene, Location #3. 
In Photograph #1 of Location #3, Deputy Morien identified the third car from the right facing 
westbound on 118th Street, a marked black and white Chevrolet Caprice Sheriffs radio 
car, as the vehicle he was in. 


Deputy Morien stated that he was in fear for his life and for his fellow officers. Deputy 
Morien fired his duty weapon at the suspect approximately ten times. Deputy Morien then 
reloaded on the bookman's (passenger's) side of the car. He dumped his magazine in the 
street and reloaded. He then fired approximately two more times. 


Deputy Morien said that numerous deputies and officers also fired at the suspect. He saw 
the suspect go down and did not engage any further. Hawthorne police officers walked up 
to the suspect to check his condition. 


Deputy Morien then got Lennox deputies together to find out who had fired and who had 
not fired. They then set up a containment and also taped off the location. Deputy Morien 
additionally taped off the location of Imperial Highway and La Cienega Boulevard and the 
overpass where the suspect was shooting from. There were three containments set up 
and they advised the desk that they needed additional assistance from Century Station. 
Deputy Morien then returned to Lennox Station. This interview was terminated at 


approximately 1520 hours. 


On 03-27-98 at approximately 1555 hours, Investigators S ind Smith conducted an 
interview with Witness/Deputy RICHARD Mc!NTOSH, Pte) at Lennox Station. 
Deputy Mcintosh is assigned to Lennox Station Patrol and has been so assigned since 
October, 1997. His department hire date is 04-26-91. 


On Friday, 03-27-98, Deputy Mcintosh was assigned to Unit #31E, early morning shift from 
to hours. His partner was Deputy Timothy Milliman, sy Deputy 


Mcintosh is a patrol trainee, and Deputy Milliman is his assigned training officer. 


Investigators examined Deputy McIntosh's duty weapon and saw thatit is a Beretta, Model 
#92F, Serial #BER100191Z. It was loaded with 1 live Winchester Luger 9mm round in the 
chamber, and 1 live Winchester Luger 9mm round in the attached magazine. 


Deputy Mcintosh was working early mornings on 03-27-98, when they responded to an 


assistance call regarding an individual on an overpass who was 417 (man with a gun). 
Deputy Mcintosh and his partner responded to Imperial Highway and set up below an 
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overpass looking westward. They saw an individual on an overpass next to a car. Deputy 
McIntosh and his partner took cover behind an overpass cement pillar. Deputy Mcintosh 
had the shotgun out and went up to keep an eye on the individual and to see what he was 
doing. Deputy McIntosh believes he was approximately 200 to 250 yards away from the 
suspect. He maintained his position there. 


Deputy McIntosh said he heard over his radio that the suspect was firing at a helicopter. 
He heard 2 rounds being fired and assumed it was from the individual that he saw. There 
was another deputy there who had binoculars with him, and he told Deputy Mcintosh that 
the suspect was firing at the helicopter. Deputy Mcintosh said he heard over the radio that 
a K-9 unit was rolling and that someone had called for a SWAT team. He said that there 
were people trying to coordinate on the radio, and he heard information about the suspect 
taking shots at deputies. 


Deputy Mcintosh said that the next thing he knew the suspect's car was moving. He saw 
it move southbound towards the east and out of sight. Deputy Mcintosh got in his radio 
car and heard that the suspect was eastbound on the 105 Freeway. They proceeded 
eastbound on Imperial Highway. They then heard that the suspect was getting off at 
Prairie Avenue. A Sheriff's car was behind the suspect vehicle, along with numerous 
police cars. Deputy Mcintosh and his partner followed behind, southbound on Prairie 
Avenue. Deputy Mcintosh said that he understood that it was a Sheriff's handle. They 
followed as the suspect vehicle went southbound. The suspect vehicle went west on 118th 
Street and pulled to the right curb. Deputy McIntosh and his partner pulled their vehicle 
in beside a Sheriff's car to the left and possibly a Hawthorne Police unit to the right, like a 


felony traffic stop. 


investigators provided Deputy Mcintosh with Polaroid photographs of the scene, Location 
#3. Deputy McIntosh identified his vehicle in Photograph #6 of Location #3, the black and 
white unit in front of a Hawthorne Police unit, facing westbound on 118th Street. This 
vehicle is identified as Vehicle #32793, Roof top #793. 


Deputy Mcintosh stated that he immediately opened his door and drew his gun on the 
suspect as he was exiting his car. 


Note: Investigators paused the tape at approximately 1615 hours to respond to a page. 
Investigators were back on tape at approximately 1624 hours. 


Deputy Mcintosh said the suspect stepped out of his vehicle. He was not sure if the 


suspect had a gun in his hand of if he reached into the car and grabbed the gun. The 
suspect then turned and looked at them and then turned and acted like he was racking a 
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round or putting a magazine in the gun. Deputy Mcintosh said he definitely appeared to 
be racking a round. The suspect looked at the deputies as if surveying them. He walked 
around the front of the vehicle to the sidewalk. He then put his gun to the side of his head. 


Deputy Mcintosh described the suspect's gun as a large caliber black handgun. He said 
that the suspect stood there for a while and then dropped the gun like in slow motion from 
the side of his head, then pointed the gun directly at them. Deputy McIntosh saw this and 
thought "Oh shit, here it comes!" anticipating that the suspect might get a round off. 


Deputy Mcintosh immediately started firing his gun at the suspect. He fired 14 rounds at 
the suspect. Deputy Mcintosh said that he was surprised he fired that many rounds. He 
said he was amazed to see that the suspect stood there for a while, and then his rig ht hand 
dropped to his side. The gun was in the suspect's right hand. 


Deputy Mcintosh said he saw the suspect drop his hand, and he (Deputy Mcintosh) 
stopped firing. The suspect was still standing. He finally fell to the ground. 


Deputy Mcintosh said a lot of people were yelling at the suspect when Deputy Mcintosh 
and his partner came around the corner. Deputy Mcintosh thinks that he might have yelled 
at the suspect. They were telling the suspect to "drop the gun! Drop the weapon!" 


Deputy McIntosh thought a person on his right yelled at the individual as though he knew 
him. This was as the suspect first exited his vehicle and walked to the sidewalk. He said 
he does not remember why he thought that. 


Deputy Mcintosh said the suspect then fell down. He remembers someone yelling to hold 
their fire. A group of officers went to check the car and the suspect. They went to the 
suspect first and then they cleared the vehicle. The group indicated it was Code 4 (no 
further assistance needed). Deputy Mcintosh holstered his weapon. 


Deputy Mcintosh said somebody put the tape up. He (Deputy Mcintosh) gathered a list 
of deputies who had shot their weapons. When he finished that assignment, he was told 
to get into the van and go to the station. 


Deputy Mcintosh estimated he was approximately 60 to 70 feet from the suspect when he 
fired his weapon. 


This interview was terminated at approximately 1630 hours. 
On 03-27-98, while at Lennox Sheriff's Station conducting interviews and follow-up, 


Investigators were provided with several pages of handwritten notes, which contain details 
of area canvasses conducted near the shooting scene. 
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The notes provided the following information: 


Deputies R. Walker, Eo o | and D. Sanders, assigned to Lennox Station, 
checked the location of Apartment 
Deputies contacted FB/63, DOB] and 


FO/19, DOB: es that they did not see or hear anything. [x 
B 8/24, Dos: reported hearing a 13 to 14 gunshots comin 


from the area of Prairie Avenue at about 0415 hours. MB/27, DOB: 

, reported hearing about 20 gunshots at about 0400 hours. He believes that the 
shots came from the area of York Avenue. Martin Harris did not report hearing or seeing 
anything. 


At Apartment ij deputies contacted MH/50, oon | 


i | who stated that he was at work at the time of the incident. FH/39, 
DOB: EA said she heard many gunshots from the area of 118th street and York 
Avenue at about 0300 hours. ae as MH/6, 008: aaa did not see or hear 
anything. 

At Apartment] deputies contacted EE FH/33, 00. E she 
had gone to work and was not home at the time of the shooting. MH/30, 


DOB: reported hearing gunshots from Prairie Avenue at about 0300 hours. 
FH/6, Don. a stated she did not see or hear anything. 


Deputies Walker and Sanders also checked the location of os = I 
R deputies contacted 
FH/44, DOD: a 


FH/16, DOB: 
FH/4, DOB: FH/11, DOB: nd 
MH/52, DOB: 


who each reported that they did not hear or see anything. 


The deputies attempted to contact the residents of Apartments G E #ilena a however, 
they were unable to contact anyone at these locations. 


At Apartment] IEEE deputies eee es | 


who stated she did no see or hear anything. MH/33, and an unknown male 
Hispanic (approximately 30 years old), stated that they were at work at the time of the 
incident. 


AtA artment i deputies contacted FH/20, DOB: 
= who stated that she did not see or hear anything. MH/50, and 


FH/36, were gone to work at the time of the shooting. 
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At Apartmen OO deputies contacted [i FB/21, vos: maa 


who stated she heard gunshots at about 0310 hours, after her boyfriend woke her up. 
MB/33, DOB: {EEE was gone to work. 


oo Walker and Sanders _also conducted a canvass of 


At Apartment aj OE deputies contacted FB/30, 


DOB; who stated that she heard lots of gunshots and a helicopter at about 0300 
hours. MB/33, DOB: i a MB/10, and i 
FB/6, DOB: 


cS] were at home but did not see or hear anything. 


Deputies attempted to contact the residents of Apartment] but there was no answer. 


At Apartment il EEE deputies contacted [EEE F8/27, 005: 
lend e29, 008: EE who stated they heard shots that sounded 
like thunder at about 0315 hours. EEE 8/6. DOB: did not see or 
hear anything. 


At Apartment Pomc Oe contacted EE 8/58, vos: i 
and FB/18, DOB: who stated they did not see or hear anything. 


At Apartment A IEEE deputies contacted EE ve/31, 008: 


who stated he heard gunshots hit his apartment at 0330 hours. He said that he told his 
kids to get down. He added that nobody was hurt. Deputies also contacted J 
aes MB/23, DOB: {EE who said he heard gunshots that sounded like 7 to 8 
people shooting at the same time, at about 0345 hours. He, too, said that nobody was 
hurt. FB/11, DOB: FB/9, DOB: am m 
FB/15, DOB o] MB/5, DOB: ME and 

FB/6, DOB: stated they were each at home but did not hear or see 

anything. [ 8/32, DOB: EM stated she was not at home at the time of 


the incident. 


Deputy R. Callen, AR assigned to Lennox Station, and Sergeant Mitchell, Sheriff's 
Professional Standards and Training Division/Internal Affairs Bureau checked the location 


of ME Fs. Doo: 
and MN F27, DOB: reported hearing shooting and a 
helicopter, but did not see anything. MH/21, DOB: ae said that he 


heard one loud bang while he was asleep at about 3:30 a.m. Sergeant Mitchell and 
Deputy Callen report locating one possible bullet strike on a facing board at the southeast 
corner of the house, and 3 possible bullet strikes on the south side of the house near the 
rear. They said that no one was injured at that location. 
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Deputy Callen additionally checked the apartment complex located Sa er 
ened At Apartment i MN FH/17, DOB: said 
that she heard a helicopter that sounded like it was coming down. She also said that no 


one was injured. 


Deputy Callen attempted to contact the resident of Apartment but there was no answer 
at the door. 


Deputy Callen contacted [EE FB/33, DOB: HE. She stated she was 
asleep and did not hear anything. 


Deputy Callen contacted MH/28, DOB: 
28, FH, DOB: EE and MH/10, DOB: 
(EEE Who each stated that they heard a helicopter but did not hear or see anything 
else. 


At Apartment 
fatal 


At Apartment Deputy Callen, contacted FH/24, DOB: E 
E 2s, DOS. MANE and MH/50, DOB: EE Who each stated 
they heard a lot of gunshots and a helicopter. They said nobody at their location was hurt. 


At apartment ill «Deputy Callen contacted i (1/48, 
DOB: who stated he was asleep and did not see or hear anything. 


Deputy Callen attempted to contact the residents or Apartment il but nobody was home. 


At Apartment] INN Deputy Callen contacted HE © 141/26, DOB: 
who said that she heard shooting and a helicopter, but did not see anything. 
She looked outside after the shooting and saw police and paramedics. 


Callen additionally checked the apartments located at 
At Apartment SE Deputy Callen contacted| F/19, 
who said that she was asleep and did not hear anything. 

and £16, bos: were at home but did not 
see or hear anything. Deputy Callen also contacted| F/45, DOB: B 
who stated she heard shooting but did not see anything. 


At Apartment. NN. Deputy Callen contacted  F/26, DOB: 
who stated she was asleep and did not hear or see anything. 


Deputies C. Anderson, 4 and A. Lee, = assigned to Risk Management 
Bureau, attempted to contact the residents of There 


was no answer at the door. 
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Deputies Anderson and Lee additionally checked the location , aa 
HE They report that at Apartment the residents stated they did not hear or see 
anything. They stated that at Apartments, nd there was no answer at the doors. At 
na deputies contacted residents by the last name of a They stated that 
they did not see or hear anything. At Apartment deputies contacted the residents by the 
last name of iii who stated they did not see or hear anything. 


Deputies Anderson and Lee additionally checked the apartments located at 
eet They reported that the occupants of Apartments ij iland B stated 
they did not hear or see anything. There was no answer at Apartment 


Deputies Anderson and Lee checked the location — E 


They advised that there was no answer at Apartment and the occupants of Apartments 
Bana W stated that they did not see or hear anything. 


Deputies Anderson and Lee checked the location ofl 
The occupants or Apartmentslillanclilfreported they did not see or hear anything. There 
was no answer at Apartments [and 


They reported that there was no answer at Apartment 
Deputies Anderson and Lee reported that the occupants of Apartments 
they did not hear or see anything. 


— Anderson and Lee additionally checked the location of| 


stated 


It should be noted that the location canvassed by Deputies Anderson and Lee, assigned 
to Risk Management Bureau, were audio tape recorded. For details regarding their 
canvass, refer to audio tapes turned over to Investigators by Deputies Anderson and Lee. 


The following locations were checked by Sergeant Stacy Lee, assigned to the Sheriffs 
Department Professional Standards and Training Division, Internal Affairs Bureau, and 
Sergeant Sanders from Hawthorne Police Department. 


Sergeants Lee and Sanders attempted to contact the occupants of iii 
EEE. They reported that there was no answer at the door and no apparent damage 


to the location. 


Sergeants Lee and Sanders checked the location of 
reported that he heard shots but did not see anything. He 


advised that none of his family members were hurt. He additionally said he saw the police 
activity but heard nothing before the shooting. There was no apparent damage to this 


location. 


ED 
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Sergeants Lee and Sanders checked the location c 
At Apartment EEE they spoke with He directed their 
attention to a bullet hole found on the children's east bedroom wall, approximately 5 to 6 


feet high. The apparent projectile was found on the bed. Mr. reports that he 
heard approximately 100 or so gunshots. He stated that his ages andi 
were not injured. His was not injured; however, she was very 


upset. They stated they did not hear anything before the shooting. 


Sergeants Lee and Sanders checked the location of 

They attempted to contact the occupants of Apartments [ [| |] A but there 
was no answer. Sergeants Lee and Sanders contacted the occupants of Apartment 
who reported that they heard the helicopter and then shots being fired. The female at this 
location and her friend were in the bedroom. After the shooting, they saw searchlights. 


Sergeants Lee and Sanders additionally contacted the owner of 
mat They were unable to locate any property 

damage. Mr. pparently did not hear or see anything. 

Sergeants Lee and Sanders attempted to contact occupants {iii 


Hawthorne. There was no one home at the location. 


Sergeants Lee and Sanders contacted the occupants of eo, PE tt Pal 
ae They contacted who stated he heard shots while in his 
bedroom. His wife, apparently did not see or hear anything. They 


reported that no one at that location was hurt, and they did not hear anything before the 
shooting. There was no damage observed by Sergeants Lee or Sanders. 


ergeants Lee and Sanders checked the location of ee yet eo 
They contacted mm who stated she did not see anything. 


Apartment fi 


Sergeants Lee and Sanders checked the location of 
ay They contacted who reported only hearing 
helicopters. At Apartment Sergeants Lee and Sanders noted a possible bullet strike on 


the east side stucco wall, approximately 15 feet high near the southeast corner. They were 
unable to contact the resident of that cation M 


Sergeants Lee and Sanders additionally checked the location of 


rr, they contacted He stated he was with his 
mother, who lives in Apartment and that they could hear bullets striking 
the building next door. Sergeants Lee and Sanders attempted t 


ntact the occupants 
of Apartments{iibn but there was no answer. At Apartment Sergeants Lee and 


Sanders contacted and who stated that they did not see 


Go) 
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ae = said aa heard sirens and a helicopter and then a lot of firing. They have 


Sergeants Lee and Sanders checked the location of Apartment fi 
Hawthorne. They contacted land who advised they heard 
a lot of gunfire and a helicopter. Sergeants Lee and Sanders noted two apparent bullet 
strikes near the bathroom at the southeast corner of the building. They additionally 
observed a possible bullet strike on the eave of the building near a wood support. 


Sergeants Lee and Sanders audio taped persons they spoke to during this canvass. For 
further details of statements, refer to tapes submitted to Investigators. 


On 03-27-98 at approximately 1840 hours, Investigators Scott and Smith responded to the 
Sheriffs Crime Lab firearms section, with the pons of deputies involved in this 
shooting incident. Deputies Dwight Van Horn, a James Dunn, | took 
custody of the firearms. Lab Receipts #H938655, H938656, H938657 and H938658, were 
issued. 


On 03-27-98 at approximately 1930 hours, Los Angeles County Deputy District Attorney 
Jim Cosper, assigned to Special Investigations Division, was notified regarding this 
shooting incident by Investigator Scott. 


On 03-27-98 at approximately 2030 hours, Investigators were contacted by Coroner's 
Investigator Barbara Nelson. Investigator Nelson advised that the suspect had been 
positively identified by the Los Angeles Police Department fingerprint unit as Michael 
Arnold, MW/39, DOB: 04-24-56 rr Next of kin notification was to be made 
by Coroner's Investigator Nelson. 


On 03-27-98 at approximately 2118 hours, Investigator Scott received a voice mail page 
from Coroner's Investigator Barbara Nelson. Investigator Nelson left information regarding 
a next of kin notification. [EEE Suspect Amold's ij anc Suspect 
Arnold's EEE. were noti f Suspect Arnold's death by Investigator Nelson, at 
2100 hours. They reside a 


On 03-30-98 at approximately 1030 hours, Investigators Scott, Smith, and Homicide 
Lieutenant Joe Brown, attended the post-mortem examination of Suspect Michael Arnold. 
The autopsy was performed by Dr. Scheinin, a Deputy Medical Examiner for the County 
of Los Angeles. It should be noted that the post-mortem examination took place over a 
period of three days. On Sunday, 03-29-98, Dr. Scheinin began charting and completing 
diagrams of the suspect. On Monday, 03-30-98, Dr. Scheinin began the autopsy, where 
Investigators attended. On Tuesday, 03-31-98, Dr. Scheinin completed the autopsy of 
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Suspect Arnold. Investigators did not attend on the third day. Dr. Scheinin determined 
the cause of death to be multiple gunshot wounds. 


On 03-31-98 at approximately 1355 hours, Investigator Smith responded to Lennox 
Sheriff's Station and contacted Property Custodian Jones. Investigator Smith took custody 
of evidence items booked at Lennox Station by patrol personnel and documented in their 
supplemental reports; one trip ticket and one envelope containing miscellaneous 
medications. 


On 04-01-98, Investigator Smith contacted California Highway Patrol West Los Angeles 
Station, Hawthorne Police Department, and Lennox Sheriff's Station. Investigator Smith 
requested these agencies to be on the lookout for any gun found near the vicinity of the 
405 Freeway transition road to the 105 eastbound freeway. California Highway Patrol 
stated they would conduct a search of the areas and notify Investigators if any gun is 
located. 


On 04-01-98 at approximately 1100 hours, Investigator Smith contacted the Lennox Station 
Watch Sergeant Patton. Per a request by Investigators on 03-31-98, Unit #32 p.m. 
Deputies Trimarchi and Butler, responded to B&H Tow at 1149 South La Brea Avenue, and 
conducted a search of the suspect's vehicle. They recovered from the suspect's vehicle 
one container of BB's, which was booked as evidence at Lennox Station. For details 
regarding this search and seizure of evidence, refer to the supplemental report by Deputy 
Butler, which will be attached to this report and made a permanent part of this file. 


On 04-02-98 at approximately 0900 hours, Investigator Smith responded to the Los 
Angeles County Coroner's office and contacted Coroner's Investigator Barbara Nelson. 
Investigator Nelson took custody of the large envelope containing miscellaneous 
medications, which had been recovered from Suspect Arnold's vehicle. 


On 04-02-98 at approximately 1215 hours, Investigator Smith contacted Sergeant 
Magnone, Transit Services Bureau, (213) 563-5000. According to the in-service for earl 
morning shift on 03-27-98, Unit #680S is identified as Sergeant Mike Hendrix, | 
A copy of the in-service was to be faxed to Homicide Bureau. Investigator Smith left a 
message for Sergeant Hendrix to contact Investigators for an interview. 


On 04-02-98, Investigator Smith contacted agent for the Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) Tracing Center| extension iJ, Investigator 
Smith requested a check of records for any information related to Suspect Arnold. 


On 04-02-98, Investigator Smith CECE rom the Department of Justice 
Tracing — Investigator Smith requested a check of records for any 


information related to Suspect Arnold. 
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On 04-02-98, Investigator Smith was contacted by Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms Tracing Center. Investigator Smith was advised that there is no record of 
Suspect Arnold with the ATF It should be noted that per Agent the Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms Tracing Center does not gather all records of firearm owners, only 
records of subjects having prior inquiries, gun traces, or criminal activity. 


On 04-02-98, Investigator Smith conducted a check of the Automated Firearms System via 
CLETS and noted that there was no record of firearm ownership for Suspect Arnold. 


On 04-03-98 at approximately 1147 hours Department of Justice Tracing 
Center, contacted Investigator Smith. Ms. reported that there was a search of 
records conducted for firearm ownership by Suspect Arnold. This search met with negative 
results. 


On 04-05-98 at approximately 2140 hours, Investigator Smith contacted Sergeant MIKE 
HENDRIX, T assigned to Transit Services Bureau. Per Sergeant Hendrix, on 
Friday, 03-27-98, he (Sergeant Hendrix) was not assigned to Unit #680S, as indicated on 
the in-service. Sergeant Hendrix said that a last minute trade was made with Sergeant 
Berumen. Sergeant Hendrix reports that on 03-27-98, early morning, Unit #680S was 
Sergeant George Berumen. A message was left for Sergeant Berumen to contact 
Investigators at his earliest convenience. 


On 04-07-98 at approximately 0910 hours, Investigators Scott and Smith responded to the 
Los Angeles County Coroner's office and recovered the following evidence: Item #1, sixty- 
nine Coroner's envelopes containing miscellaneous ballistic evidence, recovered from 
Suspect Arnold's body; Evidence Item #2, three Coroner's envelopes containing 
miscellaneous ballistic evidence, recovered from Suspect Arnold's clothing; Evidence Items 
#3 and #4, a nail kit and hair kit taken from Suspect Arnold's person, and Evidence Item 
#5, two packages of sugar recovered from Suspect Arnold's clothing. 


On 04-07-98 at approximately 0950 hours, Investigator Smith responded to the Sheriff's 
Crime Lab Firearms Section. Evidence Items #1 and #2, were booked under Lab Receipt 


#H938673. 


On 04-08-98 at approximately 1100 hours, Investigators met with members of the 


California Highway Patrol assigned to the administrative investigation of this shooting 
incident. Among them was Sergeant [EE Sencar a and Officer 
HEE vestigators briefed members of the California Highway Patrol on the 
investigation and provided copies of reports and photographs. Investigators also received 
911tapes and logs from the California Highway Patrol. 
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On 04-09-98 at approximately 0500 hours, Investigator Smith spoke with Sergeant George 
Berumen, assigned to Sheriffs Transit Services Bureau. He advised that on Friday, 03-27- 
98, he was assigned to Unit #680S, on early mornings. He stated he was on La Cienega 
Boulevard and had contact with a Los Angeles Police Department female officer, who told 
him that their (LAPD) Aero unit was trying to tell Rooftop #123 to back out of the "kill" zone. 
Sergeant Berumen said that he relayed this information on his Sheriff's radio. 


Sergeant Berumen will prepare a supplemental report with further details regarding this 
information, which will be attached to this report and made a permanent part of this file. 


On 04-21-98 at approximately 0930_hours, Investigators conducted an interview with 
California Highway Patrol io i at Homicide Bureau. 
Present at the interview were Homicide Investigators Scott and Smith, Sheriffs 
Department, Professional Standard and Training Division, Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeant 
Roger Zombeck, and California Highway Patrol Sergeant assigned to 
Administrative Division. Sergeant Mis assigned to the West Los Angeles 
California Highway Patrol office and has been so assigned for approximately 16 years. 
He has been a member of the California Highway Patrol since Hs Sergeant 
basically stated the following: 


On 03-27-98, they received a call of a pedestrian down and there were no clear units. 
Eventually one unit cleared and subsequently responded to the location. Prior to the 
arrival of the California Highway Patrol, paramedics from Los Angeles City Fire Department 
Station #95, arrived on scene. As they approached, they could see the suspect by his car. 
Sergeant said the captain from Station #95 provided him with this information. 
Sergeant also said that prior to their arrival, Los Angeles City Fire Department 
contacted the California Highway Patrol and advised them that the man had a gun. 
Sergeant [EEE said the information was that either they had seen the gun in his 
(suspect's) hand or the suspect had pointed a gun at them. At that time, the call was 
bumped to a Code 3 response. 


Sergeant as the field supervisor for the West Los ni office on that shift. 


There was a second field supervisor, Office Sergeant| aid that the 


first unit to arrive were Officers [EN and They arrived on scene and 
advised via radio of the situation. They relayed the information from Los Angeles City Fire 


about the suspect having a gun and still being on scene. 


Sergeant responded from the north end of his area, near the 405 Freeway and 
Sunset Boulevard. He said he cleared Sunset Boulevard and headed toward the 105 
Freeway. Sergeant stated that Oficer Aas also en route and eventually 
became the second CHP unit to arrive on scene. Sergeant Eas the third unit 
to arrive on scene. 
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While en route to the location, Sergeant EEE requested assistance from the Los 
Angeles Police Department Aero Bureau, Hawthorne Police Department, and any SWAT 
team that may have_been available. He believes he also requested Sheriff's SWAT to 
respond. Sergeant EEE stated that the location of the call is an area where all the 


jurisdictions come together. 


Sergeant EE arrived to the location at what he believes to be approximately the 
same time as LAPD Air-70. There were communications between LAPD Aero and 
California Highway Patrol officers via CHP radio. Los Angeles Police Department 
confirmed the suspect was armed with two handguns, one of which was in the suspect's 
hand, and the other was on the divider wall. He also had a liquor bottle in his hand. Air- 


70 then helped California Highway Patrol coordinate freeway and street closures. 
Sergeant isc that from where the suspect was, he had a clear shot at traffic 


on all of the freeways. 


Sergeant EEE tated that two Hawthorne Police Department units arrived at the 


location. One unit was a sergeant possibly named ior EEE and the other was a 
two-man field unit. Sener M stated that California Highway Patrol and 


Hawthorne Police Department began formulating a plan. The Hawthorne Police sergeant 
advised — MAMI >=: they had a SWAT team and a hostage negotiator en 
route. Sergeant also said while they were waiting, LAPD Air-70 was providing 


updates on the suspect's location and activity. During this time, Sergeant [EEE and 
Officers a were holding their position on the transition road. He 


stated that traffic was light. 


Sergeant aid he then made all the notifications to his department. He believes 
they were easily 100 to 150 yards away from the suspect. They maintained that distance 
based on the information from Los Angeles City Fire Department, regarding the suspect 


being armed with a rifle. Sergeant EM stated that Officer ind Officer 
HEE were armed with their .40 caliber "Smith and Wessons *_ Office was 
armed with a California Highway Patrol shotgun. Sergeant deployed a 


department tactical rifle, a Colt "H-Bar" .223, which he said is basically an AR-15. 


The Hawthorne Police Department SWAT team arrived on location and then began to 
formulate a plan to put road spikes on the freeway. Sergeant MEMME stated that 
Hawthorne Police Department was equipped with road spikes. At about that time, LAPD 


Air-70 advised that the suspect was now getting into his car. He picked up his handguns 
and put them in his car. sergeant ic he saw the driver's door close and the 


suspect then drove off. 
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Sergeant M said they were located north of the suspect's location, on the 
southbound transition road from the 405 Freeway to the 105 Freeway. He said that 
Hawthorne Police officers did not get a chance to get the road spikes deployed before the 
suspect drove away. Sergeant RIE 2cvised he was at a distance where he could 


not see the suspect very well. 


Sergeant EEE said that LAPD Aero notified that the suspect was pointing his gun 
at the helicopter, at his own head, and at the ground units. He said the suspect was 
waving the gun around. Sergeant heard on his scanner that shots were fired. 
He believes that California Highway Patrol dispatch also advised that shots had been fired. 
Sergeant said he did not hear the gunshots go off. Sergeant EE said 
that he believes that he possibly broadcasted that shots were fired on his radio, because 
he heard it o the scanner. He said he could hear the helicopter real well, adding that it 
may have drowned out the shots. 


Sergeant said the suspect drove away down the transition road real slow, onto 
the eastbound 105 Freeway. Serjeant SI sid that he, Officers 


HEE Officer MM. and Hawthorne Police officers got into their patrol vehicles an 
tried to catch up to the suspect. He stated that there were Sheriff's units also on the 


transition road of the 105 Freeway. 


Sergeant said they were traveling about 30 miles per hour. Officers MA 
or n A behind the suspect. There were two Hawthorne units to the left 
of Officers and == The suspect took Prairie Avenue offramp, the first 
offramp that he could take. He continued slowly, approximately 25 to 30 miles per hour 
down the transition road. Sergeant M said that Officers EP 1d ad 
their unit's lights and siren activated, as did the other units following the suspect. He said 
that he knows the suspect knew they were trying to stop him, adding that he had no doubt 


about that. 


Sergeant [EEE said the suspect continued and then stopped at the red light at the 
offramp. At this time there were about 20 units on the offramp. There were more units on 
Prairie Avenue. When the light turned green, Serccan iT the suspect made 
a right turn onto Prairie Avenue. At that time, Sergeant stated that he called 
off all CHP units. He said that once they were south on Prairie Avenue, the street was all 
black and whites, all lanes, a sea of black and whites." Sergeant said he and 
Officer] got out of the pursuit, near an auto body shop by Imperial Highway. He 
believes it was the first street past Imperial Highway. The other units continued following 
the suspect. oroe ont B then heard the airship tell units that the suspect had 
turned right onto 118th Street, and to be careful because the suspect stopped fast. 
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Sergeant [EE saia he thought all California Highway Patrol units were out of Ti 


pursuit and advised dispatch of same. He later learned that Officers! ndi 

were still involved. He thought they had pulled out. Sergeant and Officer 
stayed back and stopped all southbound traffic. Within approximately a minute to 

a minute and a half, they heard the gunshots go off. He said they were seated in their car 

with the windows down when they heard the gunshots. 


Sergeant EE said that after the shooting, he sent the Los Angeles County Fire 
down to the scene. Sergeant stayed at his location near the body shop. 


Sergeant EE said he then located Ortcers >< i They came up 


behind him at his location a a four to five minutes after the shooting. Sergeant 


asked Officers land if they had seen what happened. They 
said they had. Sergeant asked them what happened, and that is when they 
(Officers and informed him that they had fired their weapons. 


Sergeant Saio while the suspect was still at the overpass, he was the officer in 
charge. He believed that California Highway Patrol was in charge of the incident at that 
time. He said the location is in the bordering area for Los Angeles City, Los Angeles 
County, and Hawthorne. Inglewood is a little further back. 


Sergeant EEE stated he believes the initial call was a 9-1-1 call from a mobile phone. 
He said the call came in as a pedestrian down. He advised the first location given was the 
northbound 405 Freeway to the eastbound 105 Freeway. That information was in the initial 
call. Per Sergeant MAMAI Orice >< I sconces to that call earlier 
and were unable to locate the pedestrian down. They cleared the location. It was not until 
five to seven minutes later, that Los Angeles City Fire called back with the location of the 


southbound 405 Freeway to eastbound 105 transition. It is at that time that they also 
provided information about the suspect having a gun. 


Sergeant [EEE stated he does not recall seeing any Inglewood Police Department 
units at the incident. He also stated he did not see Los Angeles Police Department units 
other than the airship, until they were on Prairie Avenue. Once on Prairie Avenue, 
Sergeant (NM reports that he saw Hawthorne Police Department, Los Angeles 
Police Department, Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department, Lawndale, and California 
Highway Patrol. He did not see Long Beach Police Department, although he heard 
someone said they were there. 


Sergeant [EE said after he found out that Officers JE ana were 


involved, he sent them back up to the overpass to secure the scene. Sergeant 
stated he assisted Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Sergeant Morejon, as 
needed. He additionally advised Sergeant Morejon that he had two officers involved. 
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Investigators Scott and Smith concluded their interview with Sergeant | | 
Sergeant Roger Zombeck, assigned to Sheriffs Department Professional Standards and 
Training Division, Internal Affairs Bureau, then proceeded to ask a series of questions. 
This portion of the interview was not recorded in the Investigator's notebooks, as issues 
addressed were previously covered by Investigators. 


On 04-21-98 at approximately 1120 hours, Investigator Smith spoke with Hawthorne Police 
Department Úieutenant BN He advised that a .380 auto handgun was recovered from 
a field approximately two blocks from the Location #1 overpass. He said a nearby citizen 
reported that apparently two kids found the gun, and they were playing with it. The gun 


is possibly a reported stolen gun out of Los Angeles Police Department, per Lieutenant 
P| The gun is in custody at the Hawthorne Police Department under DR #98-5797. 


Per Investigators, the gun is to be sent to the Sheriff's Crime Lab for processing of 
fingerprints, photographs and firearms. Lieutenant He wvisea that the gun's serial 
number is 2687835. 


On 04-22-98 at approximately 0815 hours, Investigator Smith conducted an interview with 
California Highway Patrol —_ e ER EO O | Also present during the 
interview were Sergeant Roger Zombeck, assigned to Sheriff's Department Professional 


Standards and Training Division, Internal Affairs Bureau, and California Highway Patrol 


Sergeant assigned to CHP Administrative Division. Officer is 
assigned to the California Highway Patrol, West Los Angeles office, and has been so 


reed since January of 1991. He has been a California Highway Patrol Officer since 


Officer [basically stated the following: 


On 03-27-98, Officer J was on duty and assigned as the officer in charge, Unit 
#79820. He was with another unit at a traffic accident investigation on the I-10 Freeway, 


when he heard radio traffic regarding a pedestrian down. Unit #61, Officers BEREE nd 

eel were the first to arrive on scene. There was information that the pedestrian had 
a gun. Officer IIE said he responded to the scene. He said the information regarding 
the gun came from the fire department, and they said it was a long rifle. 


Officer EEE arrived at the location and met with Officers [Mand [I He said 
he received information about a long rifle from radio traffic. He then told his guys to drive 
back on the transition road based on that information. 


Officer [EE saia that Sergeant [EEE then arrived at the location. They were on 
the eastbound transition road to the 105 Freeway from the southbound 405 Freeway at 
about the gore point. Officer stated that he then coordinated freeway and street 
closures. Sergeant deployed the AR-15 and took a position with Officers 


CEG 
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O= : Officer [Esai that Sergeant [EE was the supervisor 


on scene. 


Officer EI could see the suspect on top of the transition road. He said the suspect 
was moving around. He was moving from one side near a retainer wall to the other side. 
The suspect appeared to have a bottle in his hand. He was moving around by his vehicle. 
Officer [saw that there was an LAPD airship overhead. 


Officer [said that he backed off and was doing road closures, when he heard a 
series of gunshots. He said there were about 4 to 5 shots. Officer [said he took 
cover and then turned toward the suspect's direction. He believed the suspect was the one 
doing the firing. Officer [saw the suspect on the right side of the vehicle. Officer 
ME continued to coordinate closures. He was attempting to get more units to the 


scene. 


Officer [MJ then saw the suspect walk to the driver's side of the vehicle, enter the 
vehicle, and drive away eastbound on the transition road. 


Officer stated he backed off from Officers Hl N -o Sergeant 

position, approximately 25 feet. When the suspect began to drive awa 
Officer EE returned to his vehicle. He was on foot at Officers| o 
vehicle. 


As the suspect drove away, Sergeant M 'nstructed Officers o 
to pursue the suspect. As the witness returned to his vehicle, he saw there were a couple 
other police vehicles, allied agencies, including Hawthorne and Long Beach Police 
Department. Officer [said that a Long Beach Police unit was there earlier. Officer 

sked the Long Beach Police unit to assist with a closure of the southbound 405 
Freeway at Century Boulevard. He said that to his knowledge, the Long Beach officers 
assisted with that closure. 


Officer [I followed the suspect. At the bottom of the transition road, he said there 
were at least ten other patrol vehicles pursuing the suspect. 


Sergeant EEE instructed units involved in road closures to let traffic go. Officer 
HEE chose to lag behind in case any of that traffic came up to fast. He copied on his 
radio that the suspect vehicle had exited at Prairie Avenue. Several seconds later, 
Sergeant EEE instructed California Highway Patrol units to 10-22 (cancel) or (get 
out). Less then one minute after that, Officer SE said that the shooting occurred. 
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Officer [MI said he was westbound on Imperial Highway when he heard that the 
suspect had turned onto 118th Street. Or cor Eid that he then changed his mind 


and went back to Prairie Avenue. He stopped at 116th and Prairie, along with Sergeant 
He then heard a barrage of gunfire. 


Officer isad that a couple of seconds after the firing ceased, Sergeant ES 


made attempts to contact Officers ndi They advised on the radio that 
they were boxed in and that they would be up there when they got out. Officer [III 


then saw approximately four Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department units drive away 
from the location northbound on Prairie Avenue. Officers rc on came 
to Officer [land Sergeant EEE location. 


Prior to their arrival, Officer BE aid he had a radio conversation with Officers ME 


and i He asked if they were involved. They said yes, that they were bot! 
involved. When Sergeant {NM earned that they were involved, he instructed them 


to return to the scene of 118th and Prairie Avenue. 


Officer [EEE said that from his position at 118th and Prairie, he could not see the 
suspect, only the officers. 


Officer Bisai after the incident, he assisted in the containment and perimeter of the 
scene. 


Officer EE aid the Long Beach Police Department unit that he saw at the location was 
a two-man car. They advised him that they were en route to Inglewood Police Department 
to pick up a prisoner, when they copied the radio traffic while en route. 


Officer Ais ta ted that in the initial stages of this incident, he requested assistance from 
other agencies, including El Segundo Police Department, Inglewood Police Department, 
and Hawthorne Police Department. He requested that they assist with freeway closures. 
He also requested Sheriffs units to assist with closures of Hawthorne Boulevard over the 


105 Freeway. 


Officer Saso stated that during the shooting at 118th and Prairie Avenue, there was 
a definite break in gunfire at the scene. He believes he heard someone possibly yell 
"Cease fire!" There were then approximately 3 to 4 more rounds fired. This interview was 
terminated at approximately 0853 hours. 
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On 04-22-98 at approximately 1030 hours, Investigator Scott contacted Lieutenant 

watch commander for the Long Beach Police Department. Investigator Scott requested 
information regarding Long Beach officers who may have been en route to Inglewood 
Police Department to pick up a prisoner on 03-27-98, and subsequently involved in the 
onset of this incident. Lieutenant [said that he would research this incident. 


On 04-22-98 at approximately 1100 hours, Investigator Scott spoke with Sergeant 

a Long Beach Police Department, Homicide Bureau. Sergeant [said he believes 
he knows which officers were involved and has radio traffic tapes. He stated that the 
officers involved will prepare a written statement which will be forwarded to Sheriffs 
Homicide Investigators. They will also provide copies of radio traffic tapes. 


On 05-13-98 at approximately 1100 hours, Investigators Scott and Smith responded to 
Long Beach Police Department and contacted Sergeant who provided Investigators 
with an audio tape of telephone and radio communications from 03-27-98, and written 
statements by Officers) an Ri 


For further information regarding the Long Beach officers and their involvement in this 
incident, refer to written statements submitted by the Long Beach Police Department, 
which will be attached to this report and made a permanent part of this file. 


This investigation continues with further reports to follow. 


BY: DETECTIVE DANNY SMITH, 
DETECTIVE MICHAEL SCOTT, 

APPROVED BY: LIEUTENANT JOE BROWN. 

HOMICIDE BUREAU - DETECTIVE DIVISION / 


Chavez/WPIl 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: APRIL 5, 1998 FILE NO.: 098-03717-0399-055 

C: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON ACTION: ACTIVE / 
ON A PEACE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED/ 
- 245(d)1 P.C. WITNESSES INTERVIEWED 


V: LOS ANGELES CITY FIRE PERSONNEL ET AL 
D: MARCH 27, 1998, (FRIDAY), AT 0221 HOURS 


| 118™ STREET AND PRAIRIE AVENUE, LENNOX 


S: ARNOLD, MICHAEL WILLIAM. ea DOB: 04-24-58 (DECEASED) 


OEOD 


VICTIM / WITNESS LIST 


ve N PR 


Police Officer, ‘- 
Hawthorne Police Department, Patrol 


Assigned: Unit 5LNM (one-man car) 


V#2 MW/28 
Police Officer, 


Hawthorne Police Department, Patrol 
Assigned: Unit 5LS5 (partner Officer Pitcher) 


V#3: FA/35 
Police Officer, 


Hawthorne Police Department, Patrol 
Assigned: Unit 5L6M (partner Christopher Burrhus) 


V#4: FW/36 
‘olice Officer, 
Hawthorne Police Department, Patrol 
Assigned: Unit 5A8M (partner Homero Campos) 
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V#5: MH/27 
Police Officer, 


Hawthorne Police Department, Patrol 
Assigned: 5A8M (partner Christi Chiarello) 


V6: HE -2 
Police Officer, il 
Hawthorne Police Department, Patrol 
Assigned: Unit 5L5M (one-man unit) 


V#7: MW/28 
Police Officer, 


Hawthorne Police Department, Patrol 
Assigned: Unit 587M (partner Francis Hardiman) 


On March 27, 1998, at approximately 0400 hours, Investigators Lopez and Comstock were 
detailed from their respective residences to the location of 118" Street and Prairie Avenue 
in the City of Lennox. Investigators were instructed to assist Investigators Mike Scott and 
Danny Smith with the Assault on a Peace Officer/ Fireman/Officer Involved Shooting/ 
Death of Suspect Michael Arnold. 


Investigators arrived at the location at approximately 0525 hours and contacted 
Investigators Scott and Smith. Investigator Scott briefed Investigators Lopez and Comstock 
regarding their investigation and directed Investigators to conduct interviews with the 
Hawthorne Police officers that were involved in the incident. 


Investigators Lopez and Comstock surveyed the three scene locations, then responded 
to the Hawthorne Police Department to conduct interviews. 


INTERVIEW 
HAWTHORNE POLICE OFFICER 
MARK PAUL HAYES 


On March 27, 1998, at approximately 0933 hours, Investigators interviewed Hawthorne 
Police orice as Also present during the interview was Hawthorne Detective 
and Attorney Howard Liberman, who was representing Officer 


The interview with Officer vas tape recorded, and the following is a synopsis of that 
interview: 


oe on March 26, 1998, was working Unit 5L9M (one-man unit), shift hours of 
h 


o| ours. Officer, stated that at approximately 0200 hours, a Hawthorne 
unit received a call to assist Highway Patrol on the southbound 405 Freeway at the 
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transition to the eastbound 105 Freeway. Officer stated the information he heard 
from the radio call was Highway Patrol requesting Hawthorne officers, as well as the 
Hawthorne Police Department SWAT team for a armed barricaded suspect on the 
overpass. Officer who is a member of the Hawthorne SWAT team advised his 
sergeant that he was responding to the Hawthorne Police station to gather SWAT gear. 
Officer [stated that he went to the station and obtained a SWAT vest and an MP-5 
(9mm selective fire shoulder weapon). Officer {then responded to the location on 
the overpass. 


When Officer {I arrived at the location, a Highway Patrol unit was on the scene and 
a Los Angeles Police Department air unit (helicopter) was overhead. Officer [stated 
Sergeant [J and approximately three other Hawthorne units were already on the 
scene. They were on the overpass for a period of time when Officer heard 
approximately two to four gunshots from the area where the suspect was, which was 
further down the overpass. Shortly after the gunshots, Officer iil stated the suspect 
got into his vehicle and began driving away. 


Highway Patrol officers then got into their vehicle and began pursuing the suspect. 
Hawthorne Police Officer EEE got into the driver's side of Officer police car, 
and Officer OO took a position as the right front passenger, and they also began 
pursuing the suspect. Officer [stated that he took the position as the passenger in 
his police vehicle for tactical reasons as he was wearing a SWAT vest and had an MP-5. 
He believed that he and Officer HE were the best equipped to follow the suspect 
until the suspect stopped. 


Officer [stated they followed the vehicle eastbound on the 105 Freeway to where the 
suspect exited on Prairie Avenue and continued following the suspect southbound on 
Prairie Avenue. At the intersection of Imperial Highway and Hawthorne Boulevard, which 
is the intersection that the suspect had to drive through prior to being able to turn 
southbound on Prairie Avenue, the suspect vehicle was slightly delayed by a red traffic 
light and vehicles in the intersection. Also at that intersection were numerous police 
vehicles. Once the suspect vehicle cleared the intersection, the suspect continued driving 
southbound on Prairie Avenue to 118" Street. The suspect made a right (westbound) turn 
onto 118" Street and suddenly stopped his vehicle at the north curb of 118" Street facing 
westbound. 


Officer IEEE stated that he and Officer [were the first police vehicle to stop, 
followed by numerous Sheriffs radio cars to his left. Additionally, numerous Hawthorne 
Police cars pulled in behind Officers end I Officer [II stated that as 
soon as the suspect vehicle stopped, he believes the vehicle was turned off and the 
driver's door was opened. The suspect then exited the vehicle holding a gun in his right 
hand. The suspect walked to the front of his vehicle, and at the same time Officer 
HE 2d exited his police car and pointed his MP-5 weapon at the suspect. Officer 
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stated that as this was occurring, numerous other police vehicles were arriving and 
a lot of other things were going on behind him. 


Officer [then observed the suspect bring the gun that was in his right hand up and 
pull the slide back as if he was loading the weapon. The suspect then walked from the 
front of his vehicle to the sidewalk and pointed his gun to his head. At this time Officer 

moved from beside his police car to the sidewalk to watch the suspect. Other 
officers were moving up, and Officer was the front officer. 


time, Officer was ordering Suspect Arnold to drop the weapon and to give up. 
Officer believes he gave these commands approximately six to eight times. The 
suspect then moved the gun from his head and pointed it directly at Officer [Mand 
other police officers, at which time Officer B: -ico he fired his weapon. Officer 
BE stctec he believes he fired two to three multiple bursts from the MP-5. At the same 
time, other officers were also firing their weapons. 


The suspect = his gun pointed at this head for approximately 20 to 30 seconds. At this 


Officer EE—Istated after the suspect was struck numerous times, the suspect lowered his 
gun to his side. At that time Officer stated he ceased firing the MP-5. Officer| 

then yelled for the other officers to cease-fire. A few more shots were fired, the suspect 
fell against a fence and eventually fell to the ground. 


Officers| ind WB approached the suspect to ascertain if he was still a 
threat. Officer observed the suspect on the ground with the gun still in his right 
hand and his finger on the trigger. Officer stated he saw no signs of life, and it was 
apparent that the suspect was dead. Officer] ind the other officers cleared the 
suspect vehicle for additional suspects. The paramedics were called and a containment 
was set up. 


Officer stated that during this incident he never heard the suspect say anything. 
Officer stated that several other officers were ordering the suspect to drop his 
weapon and surrender. Additionally, an officer using a radio car speaker was directing the 
suspect to give up and drop the weapon. 


Officer Istated that after the shooting he took the magazine out of his MP-5, ejected 
the live round from the weapon, re-loaded the round into the magazine and re-inserted the 
magazine into the MP-5. He then put the weapon on "safe" and placed it in the trunk of 
the sergeant's radio car. 


Officer JINN stated that while they were still on the overpass they were making tactical 
plans as to how to handle the situation. Sergeant who is also a SWAT team 
member, advised Officer that he had determined the incident should be a “full 
SWAT call-out" and had notified the station of such. 
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Officer [stated that initially their tactical plans on the freeway were to try and keep 
the suspect from going mobile. Officer fll stated that once the suspect vehicle went 
mobile, he became concerned for the safety of others due to the suspect's behavior. At 
the intersection of Imperial Highway and Hawthorne Boulevard, Officer [I stated he 
was concerned that there was going to be a shooting at that location and afraid that a 
civilian vehicle in the intersection may become involved. 


Officer stated that when the suspect stopped his vehicle at 118" Street, exited, and 
laced the gun to his head, he believed that the suspect was going to kill himself. Officer 
M: -<< that when the suspect pointed his gun directly at him (Officer |. he 
knew that he had to fire his weapon or that he or others would be shot. 


This concludes the summary of Officer statement. The interview was concluded 
at 0956 hours. 


INTERVIEW 


— 


On March 27, 1998, at 1010 hours, Investigators, along with Detective M n Attorney 
Howard Liberman, interviewed Officer at the Hawthorne Police 
Department. Officer| tated atthe time of this incident he was working Unit 5A7M 
and his partner was 


The interview with Officer [was tape recorded, and the following is a synopsis of that 
interview: 


Officer [EM stated that he was uncertain of the time, but he and his partner (Officer 
HE ceived a radio call to assist Highway Patrol at the eastbound 105 Interchange 
to the southbound 405 Freeway. The information was that the Highway Patrol was 
requesting assistance with an armed male barricaded in his vehicle. 


When they arrived at that location, they observed two Highway Patrol units, a Los Angeles 
City Fire Engine and a Los Angeles City ambulance. Officer NEEM stated that he 
contacted the on-scene sergeant and was told that officers had approached the suspect, 
who was in his vehicle and at the time the suspect banished a weapon at the officers. The 
officers then retreated further down the freeway interchange and took a position of cover 
watching the suspect and his vehicle. 


Los Angeles Police Department Air 70, was Otter fil the suspect vehicle, which was 


approximately 200 yards south of their location. Office! stated that he could see 
portions of the suspect's head at times and that the suspect mostly was positioned in front 
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of and along the passenger side of his vehicle, which was canted with the driver's side 
more toward the north. 


Officer SNM stated that there were Los Angeles Police, Highway Patrol and 
Hawthorne Police units at the scene. Sergeant llMarrived, followed by Officer 

who had responded to the station and obtained some SWAT gear. Officer| as 
monitoring the Highway Patrol radio and advising the Hawthorne units of the activities of 
the suspect who was possibly armed with a long rifle as he had been seen at the trunk 
possibly removing that type of weapon. 


Air 70 advised that the suspect was straddling the freeway retaining wall and pointing a 
gun at the air unit and toward the deputies on the ground below. After approximately ten 
minutes of the suspect waving the gun around, Officer EEE stated that he heard six 
distinctive gunshots in rapid succession, at which time someone advised over the radio that 
shots had been fired. The air unit was advising that the suspect was moving around and 
that the Lennox deputies below may have been the target of the gunshots. The air unit 
then advised that the suspect was lying down on the ground with his gun in his mouth. 


isaw the suspect get into the driver's side of his vehicle, at which time 
advised other Hawthorne units that the suspect was going mobile. 
hen ran and got into the driver's seat of Officer| patrol car. Officer 
stated that at this point it was clearly established that it was a Hawthorne Police 
Department handle and their SWAT team was being called in. 


Officers ME n began following the suspect vehicle with a Highway Patrol 
unit in the lead. At that time Officer [vas putting out over the radio the pursuit of the 
suspect. Officer M tated that since Officer was equipped with a flack vest 
and an MP-5 and was a SWAT team member, they took over as the lead pursuit vehicle. 


They continued following the suspect eastbound on the 105 Freeway, where the suspect 
exited at the Prairie Avenue off-ramp. The suspect vehicle then proceeded southbound 
on Prairie Avenue, passing through the intersection of imperial Highway and Hawthorne 
Boulevard, where there were numerous police vehicles stationed. The suspect, who was 
driving in the #2 lane, came to a red light at the intersection and stopped briefly as there 
were two civilian vehicles in front of him. The suspect maneuvered his vehicle around the 
civilian vehicles and continued southbound on Prairie Avenue. At the intersection of Prairie 
Avenue and 118" Street, the suspect turned his vehicle westbound and stopped at the 
north curb approximately 100 feet from the intersection. 


Believing that the suspect could have a rifle, Officer [INE stopped his vehicle at the 
northwest curb line of Prairie Avenue and 118" Street. Orce’ Estate that he 
exited his vehicle with a shotgun, and Officer [lj exited from the passenger side with 
an MP-5, and they both drew down on the suspect vehicle. The suspect then exited from 
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the driver's side of his vehicle. Officer EEE stated that the suspect he saw exit the 
white vehicle matched the description of the suspect described on the freeway overpass. 


When the suspect exited his vehicle, Officer HE observed him_holding what 
appeared to be a black semiautomatic pistol in his right hand. Officers IIIA a 

began yelling commands to the suspect to drop the weapon. Officer [EEE 
stated that at that time there were numerous other police vehicles from the Hawthorne 
Police Department, Highway Patrol, and Sheriffs Department, approximately 10 to 12 
vehicles at the intersection. 


Officer E tatc c that after the suspect exited his vehicle, he looked in the direction 
of the officers, then proceeded to walk toward the front of his vehicle. The suspect stopped 
directly in front of his vehicle, turned, and faced the officers. Officer IE cola see 
that the suspect was holding the gun in what he described as a "weaver stance," two- 
handed, bringing the gun partly upward as if he were preparing to shoot. 


it difficult to see the center portion of the suspect's body. Officer’ stated that the 
suspect raised the gun up in this "weaver stance" approximately two times. The suspect 
remained at the front of his vehicle in that obscured position for approximately four to five 
seconds. During this time Officer J was continually yelling at the suspect to drop the 
gun. The suspect then walked onto the sidewalk and several feet eastbound until he was 
adjacent to the passenger side door of his vehicle. The suspect then walked onto the 
sidewalk and several feet east until he was adjacent to the passenger side door of his 
vehicle. 


Officer EEE stated that the suspect vehicle's back window was aa tinted, making 


Officer [EE stated that he was positioned in the driver's side door well of his vehicle 
with his shotgun over the front of the vehicle. Officer [llstatea he had his shotgun 
trained on the suspect and observed the suspect tap the bottom of his weapon as if to seat 
the magazine in the gun. The suspect then racked the slide of the gun, slammed it forward 
and pointed the gun to his head. The suspect then took a couple of steps forward with the 
gun to his head. The suspect looked around at the officers who were all yelling for him to 
put the gun down. Officer EEE distinctly recalls hearing Officer [velling to the 
suspect, “Don't do this, Don't do this, You don't want to do this!" The suspect then took 
the gun from his head, lowered it and pointed it directly at Officers MEMM- no 

At that point, Officer stated that he feared for his life and the lives of others, so 
he fired the shotgun at the suspect. 


Officer Mired four rounds from the a: three rounds of #4 buckshot and one 


rifle slug, emptying the weapon. Officer] tated that after he finished firing, there 
were other officers around him still firing their weapons. Officer [EE then placed the 
shotgun back into his vehicle. Officer EEE while still watching the suspect saw that 
the suspect's hand finally lowered to beside his body still holding the gun. The suspect's 
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body then turned approximately 180 degrees and fell to the sidewalk face down with his 
head facing west. 


Officer EEE stated that he removed his service pistol, went around to the back of his 
patrol car and went to the rear of Officer grabbing the back of the flack vest that 
Officer MJ was wearing. Officers E N -o then 
approached the suspect. Officer| ould see that the suspect was obviously dead 
and the gun was still in the suspect's right hand. They checked the suspect's vehicle for 
additional suspects, at which time Officer Bo served a pellet gun on the front seat. 
Officer =z stated that the scene containment was then initiated. 


During this entire incident, Officer [EE stated that he never heard the suspect say 
anything. Officer Ms tated that the suspect's actions during this incident appeared 
very slow and deliberate. 


Officer [EEE stated that at the time of the shooting, he was at the driver's side of his 
vehicle. To his right was Office and Officer i! who were 
also shooting their weapons. Office stated that while up on the freeway 
overpass he heard gunshots and they were definitely from the area of the suspect's 
vehicle. At that time Officer believed the suspect was shooting at the officers 
on Imperial Highway or at the helicopter above. 


This concludes the summary of Officer | statement. The interview was 
concluded at 1055 hours. 


INTERVIE 
OFFICER 
HAWTHORNE POLICE OFFICER 


On 03-27-98, at 1110 hours, Investigators, with Detective HB anc Attorney 


Howard Liberman, who represented Officer interviewed her at the 
Hawthorne Police Station. 


The interview with Officer EE was tape recorded, and the following is a synopsis of 
the interview: 


Officer [stated that on the ni js incident, she was working Unit 5L6M and 
her partner was —_— They received a radio call of an assist to 
Highway Patrol regarding a barricaded suspect with a gun. The location was the 
southbound 405 Freeway at the interchange of the 105 Freeway. They proceeded to that 


location. 
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After arriving at the location, Officer [i learned that the suspect was armed and, at 
one point had been lying on the ground with his gun pointed into his mouth. There was an 
LAPD air unit over the area that was relaying the suspect's actions, and that the suspect 
had fired shots at the deputies. 


Officer EEE had directed her partner to stop traffic from coming onto the freeway. 
Officer [stated that they were setting up a tactical plan, which included deploying 
"spike strips" to disable the suspect's vehicle. Before most of this could be accomplished, 
the suspect got into his vehicle and went mobile. 


Office r- atc that she and her partner followed several other police vehicles who 
were in pursuit of the suspect. She stated they followed the suspect vehicle eastbound on 
the 105 Freeway where the suspect exited Prairie Avenue and proceeded southbound. 
Oficer M 270 via her radio that the suspect vehicle was turning westbound onto 
118" Street from Prairie Avenue and that the suspect vehicle immediately stopped at the 
north curb of 118" Street. 


Officer M directed her partner (Officer M who was driving their vehicle, to pull 
up closer to the intersection as they were the handling Hawthorne unit. Officer MN 
believes that they stopped their vehicle along the driver's side of a Hawthorne Police 
vehicle that was nearest the corner of Prairie Avenue and 118" Street. Officer 

saw Officer [IEEE at the driver's side of that vehicle, and she ran and took a position 
next to him. At some point, however, she’s not sure when, Officer [EEE came up 
alongside of her on her right. 


From her position Officer [EE stated that she saw the suspect exit his vehicle then 
proceed to the front of his vehicle. Officer Maw that the suspect had a handgun in 
his right hand, and at that time she stated, "I really became fearful." Officer I ai 
itlooked as if the suspect was raising the weapon up, and she recalls thinking that she was 
going to have to shoot him. Officer MN at that point, recalls having the trigger of her 
weapon depressed halfway and then releasing the pressure when she realized the suspect 
was not bringing his weapon up further. 


The suspect then moved from the front of his vehicle on to the sidewalk adjacent to his 
vehicle and began fumbling with his weapon. It appeared to Officer B tat the 
suspect was "racking" the weapon. At that point the suspect pointed the gun to his head. 
Officer heard Officer yelling to the suspect something like "You don't want 
to do that! Put the gun down!" The suspect then began lowering his weapon, then 
suddenly raised it and pointed it directly at Officer lnc the other officers. Officer 
stated that at about the same time the officer's all began firing at the suspect. 
stated that she recalls firing four shots at the suspect. Oficer MM 
Ee and then herself. 


believes Officer was the first to fire, followed by Officer] 
She is not certain what officer's fired next. 
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Officer M stated that as she fired her weapon, she recalled thinking between each 
shot that the suspect was still standing painting nis weapon at them and that he was still 
a danger to them. After Officer Mi-e the fourth round, she saw the suspect's arm 
go down to his side while still holding the weapon. Officer (EEE stated that everything 
about the suspect going down was very slow, and she could not understand why he had 
not dropped the weapon. Slowly the suspect then fell to the ground. 


Officer tated that she remained in her position by the driver's side door of Officer 

ehicle, and Officer ent around to the back of the vehicle and went 
over to Officer [i Officers land approached to clear the suspect 
vehicle and render the situation safe. Officer| stated that as they did this, she 
provided cover from her position. 


Officer EEE stated that after the shooting, she holstered her weapon. Officer IEE 
told Investigators that she carries her weapon with 16 rounds. Investigators examined 
Officer IE weapon and found that there was one round chambered and nine rounds 
in the magazine. It was determined that Officer [had fired six rounds. 


This concludes the summary of Officer A terie w. This interview was concluded 
at 1150 hours. 


INTERVIEW 
HAWTHORNE POLICE OFFICER 


On 03-27-98, at 1200 hours, Investigators, along with Detective BE Attorney Ken 
Yuwiler, and Attorney Sarah Turner, interviewed Officer EEE at the Hawthorne Police 
Department. 


The interview with Officer a :: tape recorded, and the following is a 


synopsis of the interview: 


Officer stated that she was working Unit 5A8M, and her partner was Officer 

They had received a call to assist the Highway Patrol on the 405 Freeway at the 
transition to the 105 Freeway. The information from the radio stated that there was a male 
barricaded in his vehicle and he was armed. 


When they arrived on the scene, Officer EEE stated that she could see the suspect 
walking around his vehicle, which was on the freeway transition. At that location they had 
exited their vehicle and were standing by a Highway Patrol unit in order to monitor the radio 
traffic. While at that location, they heard gunshots and Officer! heard over the 
Highway Patrol radio that the suspect was shooting into traffic. Officer stated that 
shortly after that, the suspect went mobile. 
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Officers Een o EEE oot into their vehicle and began pursuing the suspect along 
with other officers. They pursued the suspect eastbound on the 105 Freeway, where he 


exited on Prairie Avenue. They followed the suspect vehicle to 118" Street, where it 
turned westbound and stopped. She stated that she and other officers exited their vehicle 
and set up tactical positions. 


Officer IEEE stated that after the suspect stopped his vehicle he exited from the driver's 
side. She said the suspect turned and faced the officers. From where she was, which was 
kneeling on the ground near a planter, she could see the suspects upper body, but not 
his hands. 


Officer EEEEstated that when the suspect exited his vehicle, he looked directly at the 
officers and then walked toward the front of his vehicle. Once the suspect got to the right 
side of his vehicle (passenger side), Officer Micoud see that he was holding a gun. 
She saw the suspect pull the slide of the weapon back as if to chamber a round. After 
doing that, the suspect then pointed the gun to his head. 


Officer [EEE stated that there were a lot of things going on, and people were yelling 
commands at the suspect to drop the weapon. She stated that the Hawthorne officers had 
deferred to Officer to give commands to the suspect. She stated that Officer 

was giving the suspect commands to put the gun down. Officer [EEE stated that it was 
as if the suspect did not care and he never spoke a word. 


Officer -atc that when the suspect lowered the gun from his head, he pointed 

it directly at her and other officers, at which time she fired one round from her service 

weapon. She said that after firing that round, the suspect moved slightly out of her view, 

and in order to not endanger herself, she did not leave her position of cover. Officer 
stated she did not fire any additional rounds. 


Officer EE stated that while on the freeway overpass, they were initially setting up 
a tactical plan, at which time the suspect went mobile. She stated that while on the 
freeway, she was approximately 250 feet from where the suspect was, and could see that 
the suspect was a male White, approximately 30 to 40 years of age, wearing a brown 
jacket. 


Officer [EE stated that at one Point it looked like the suspect was actually up on the 
wall of the freeway overpass. At that point she could not see the suspect with any guns. 
She stated that the LAPD air unit was illuminating the area so that the overall lighting was 
very good. From her location, Officer Mis tated that she heard six to seven gunshots 
coming from the area where the suspect was. She stated that the total time on the freeway 
overpass was approximately five to ten minutes before the suspect went mobile. 


aD 


~~ ww) 


APRIL 5, 1998 -12- 098-03817-3199-055 


Officer [IE stated once the suspect went mobile, she got back into her vehicle as the 
passenger and her partner, Officer NN drove. They began pursuing the suspect 
vehicle along with other officers. She stated they pursued the suspect vehicle eastbound 
on the 105 Freeway at speeds of approximately 30 to 40 miles per hour. 


Officer Ak taed the suspect stopped his vehicle on 118" Street at which time she 
exited her vehicle. She believes that her partner, Officer a went to the passenger 
side door of another Hawthorne unit. She stated she took a position of cover next to 
Officer [I Officer IMI stated that after the suspect went down, Officer 

was yelling for officers to cease-fire. 


Officer tated that after the shooting stopped, she holstered her weapon. Officer 
stated that she carries 16 rounds in her service weapon. Officer [EE gave 
her weapon to Investigators, who examined it and observed one live round in the chamber, 


14 rounds in the magazine, for a total of 15 rounds. It was determined that Officer 
had fired one round. 


This concludes the summary of Officer ME statement. The interview was concluded 
at 1239 hours. 


INTERVIEW 
HAWTHORNE POLICE OFFICER 


On 03-27-98, at 1252 hours, Investigators, along with Detective Attorney's Ken 
Yuwiler, and Sarah Turner, who represented Officer interviewed him at 
the Hawthorne Police Department. 


The interview with Officer was tape recorded, and the following is a synopsis of 
the interview: 


Officer EE stated that at the time of the incident, he was working Unit 5A8M and his 
partner was Officer EN Officer [I stated that at approximately 0230 hours, 
they received a radio call for Hawthorne units to assist the Highway Patrol on the 405 
Freeway transition to the 105 Freewa jarding a male barricaded in his vehicle with a 
rifle. When Officers and MM erivec on the scene, there were two Highway 
Patrol units, and one Hawthorne unit was already there. 


While at that location, they were monitoring the Highway Patrol radio and heard that the 
suspect was armed and pointing a weapon at vehicles and Sheriffs deputies. Officer 

stated he heard approximately six to seven gunshots. Oncor ll via the 
Highway Patrol radio, heard the LAPD air unit stating that the suspect had fired at the 
deputies below on Imperial Highway. Officer EE said that the suspect vehicle was 
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approximately 200 to 250 yards from where he was, and he could see a portion of the 
suspect's head. Officer heard over the radio that the suspect was lying on the 


ground and had put his gun in his mouth. 


HB stated that the suspect got up and got into his vehicle and began driving 
away. Officer| and other officers ran to their police vehicles and began pursuing 
the suspect. Officer said that a Highway Patrol unit was the lead vehicle in the 
pursuit. Officer said the second vehicle was Officers [and 

followed by Officer and then followed by himself and his partner. 


Officer a stated that they followed the suspect vehicle eastbound on the 105 
Freeway, and Officers EE AEE instructed the Highway Patrol unit to "back off" 


because they were =i too close. Officers and [IEEE took over as the lead 


pursuit vehicle. Officer] stated that they exited the freeway at Prairie Avenue, at 
which time it was Officers land EE followed by Officer [IE then his partner 
and himself. 


Officer EJ said the suspect exited the freeway and drove southbound on Prairie 
Avenue. They followed the suspect vehicle southbound on Prairie to 118" Street, where 
the suspect turned westbound stopping at the north curb of 118" Street. Officer 

stated that when the suspect made the turn onto 118" Street, he lost sight of the vehicle. 
He stated that Officers MA n o ‘o ed their vehicle at the northwest corner 
of 118" Street and Prairie Avenue. As orice BANN pulled into the intersection, he saw 
that the suspect had exited the driver's door and had a weapon in his hand. 


Officer EM stated that after parking his vehicle, he exited and, ran to where the 
primary vehicle was parked. He took a position on the driver's side behind Officer B 
who was behind Officer Officer [MJ stated that at this time he, as well as 
Officers JJ and had their weapons drawn. Officer [EM stated that the 
suspect who had exited his vehicle, turned and looked in his direction. Officer 

stated the suspect was holding what appeared as a black semiautomatic handgun. The 
suspect then walked to the sidewalk still facing Officer [Nand the other officers. 
Officer IE stated that the suspect then chambered a round into his gun and pointed 
the gun to his own head. The suspect was looking directly at the officers as he did this. 
Officer| stated that the suspect suddenly lowered the gun and pointed it directly 
at him (Officer and the other officers. Officer stated that at this time he 
engaged fire. Prior to firing his weapon, Officer heard Officer Boivin the 
suspect commands to put the gun down and telling him that he did not have to do this. 


Officer [EE stated that he fired until the suspect went down, then he heard Officer 


HEE giving commands to cease-fire. Officer MME stated that once the firing had 
stopped, Officers (IES EE Mand himself approached the suspect. They 


ED 


APRIL 5, 1998 - 14- 098-03817-3199-055 


determined that the suspect was dead. Officer EE stated that the area was cleared, 
Paramedics responded and pronounced tne suspect dead. 


Officer EEE stated that after the shooting he holstered his weapon. once B 


told Investigators that he normally carries 16 rounds in his service pistol. Officer 

turned over his weapon for examination by Investigators. Investigators observed that the 
weapon was loaded with one live round in the chamber, and four live rounds in the 
magazine, for a total of five rounds. Investigators determined that Officer Hires 11 
rounds. 


This concludes the summary of Officer [EE statement. The interview was concluded 
at 1331 hours. 


INTERVIEW 
HAWTHORNE POLICE OFFICER 


On 03-27-98, at 1351 hours, Investigators, along with Detective Mens Attorney 
Howard Liberman, who represented Officer a interviewed him at the Hawthorne 
Police Station. 


The interview with Officer, was tape recorded, and the following is a synopsis of that 
interview: Officer] ‘old investigators that at the time of this incident, he was assigned 
to Unit 5L5M, a one-man unit. 


Officer [I stated that sometime around 0200 hours, he heard a radio call to assist 
Highway Patrol regarding an armed suspect on the 405 Freeway at the transition of the 
eastbound 105 Freeway. Officer [stated that when he arrived on the scene, there 
were already other Hawthorne officers there, who were shutting down the eastbound 105 
Freeway. Officer J stated that they waited for instructions from Sergeant 
Sergeant [iibriefed them as to what was takin lace and that Officer was at 
the at the station obtaining SWAT gear. Officer; tated that Office rrived on 
the scene several minutes later. 


Officer [I stated that while they were formulating a plan, he heard approximately six 
gunshots. Officer hen heard the air unit advising that the suspect had fired shots 
and was now lying on the ground with his gun in his mouth. Prior to hearing the gunshots, 
Officer Mh car over the radio that the suspect was straddling the freeway wall, had 
a bottle in his hand, and was waving a gun around. 


Officer JI stated that after a short time the suspect got into his vehicle and began 
driving away. The suspect drove eastbound on the 105 Freeway. Officer I got into 
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his vehicle and gave chase. Officer | stated that a Highway Patrol unit was the lead 
pursuit vehicle, followed by ro. who were broadcasting the 
pursuit over the Hawthorne radio. Officer| tated that the Highway Patrol unit yielded 
to the Hawthorne unit with Officers I and J | Officer (J stated they 
continued eastbound on the 105 Freeway at approximately 30 to 35 miles per hour, until 
they came to the Prairie off-ramp. There the suspect exited and proceeded southbound 
on Prairie Avenue . Officer illifcontinued his pursuit. Officer iii stated that when the 
suspect made his turn off the freeway onto Prairie Avenue, the suspect's speed slowed to 
approximately 10 to 15 miles per hour. As the suspect continued southbound on Prairie 
Avenue, he slowed at the intersection of Imperial Highway and Prairie Avenue, to 
approximately 10 miles per hour. 


Officer IE stated he continued following the suspect vehicle southbound on Prairie 
Avenue until the suspect turned westbound on 118" Street. The suspect drove a short 
distance on 118" Street and stopped at the north curb of18" Street. Officer [llstated 
that Officers ME and Pe ed their vehicle at the northwest corner of Prairie 
Avenue and 118" Street, and Officer stopoed his vehicle behind theirs. Officer 

aw several Sheriff's cars pull abreast of theirs to the south. Officer exited his 
vehicle and ran to the passenger side of [J and IMM vehicle. Officer 
stated that Oter 0 was in his SWAT gear with his MP-5, moved from the 
passenger side of the vehicle to his right (north) near a wall. Officer] tated that since 
he and other Hawthorne officers worked together and Officer was the lead man, 
they were having him give all the commands, and none of the other Hawthorne officers 
were issuing commands. 


Officer |Jstated that Officer [came up behind him. Officer J looked to his 
tight and saw someone in a brown uniform and someone in a blue uniform, who he 
recognized at Officer EEE Officer [stated that as the suspect exited his vehicle, 
he opened the driver's door completely. Officer stated that he could see a gun in 
the suspect's right hand. Officer stated that as the suspect moved toward the front 
of his car, he raised the weapon, which appeared to be a semiautomatic handgun. Officer 
HE saw the suspect make a movement as if he was loading a magazine into the gun. 
The suspect then made a movement as if he was racking a round into the chamber. 
Officer a that at this point he was scared, believing that someone was going to 
be hurt and not wanting it to be one of the officers. 


Officer [J stated that the suspect walked toward the front of his car and made a slight 
crouching movement. Officer believed that the suspect was going to start shooting 
at that time. The suspect then quickly moved to the sidewalk and pointed his gun to his 
head. Officer J stated that when the suspect did this he (suspect) did not say 
anything. The suspect then began walking toward the officers and took a quick sidestep. 
Officer [stated that Officer i:e began telling the suspect that "he didn’t have 
to do that, and drop the weapon.” Officer stated that Officer [Jad moved 
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slightly out from his position of cover, and Officer Iwas telling SE to get back 
behind his cover. 


Officer | stated that the suspect then lowered the gun and pointed it directly at him 
Officer J) and the other officers, at which time Officer [J fired his gun. Officer 
stated that there was a lot of shooting and the suspect continued to stand. Officer 
stated that the suspect's clothes got hung up on the chain-link fence. Officer [I 
stated when the suspect stopped moving, Officer] yelled to "cease fire." However, 
at that point, the suspect’s body was still upright with his clothes caught on the fence. 


Officer [lllstated that the suspect finally fell to the ground face down with his head to 
the west. Officer M stated that when the suspect fell to the ground, he (Officer 
realized that his magazine was empty, so he re-loaded a new magazine into his weapon 
and placed the empty magazine back into the ammo pouch. 


Officer flllstated that Sergeant [instructed them to take a team of three officers 
to check the suspect and clear the suspect's vehicle. Officer stated that Officer 
was in the lead followed by Officer M himself and Officer M Officer 
tated that they determined the suspect was deceased and no longer a threat. 
Officer |l—lobserved that the suspect was still holding his gun in his right hand with his 
finger near the trigger. Officer| tated that he advised other officers that it was "Code 
4". Officer stated that they returned to their radio cars to await further instructions 
from their supervisor. 


Officer (told Investigators that he carries his weapon loaded with 16 rounds. Officer 

gave his service weapon to Investigators, who examined it and found one live round 

in the chamber and 12 live rounds in the magazine, and one empty magazine. Officer 

HEB told Investigators that he was not sure if, after reloading, he fired an additional two 

rounds or if his second magazine had only been loaded with 13 rounds, rather than the 

normal 15 rounds. Investigators determined that Officer fired 16 rounds and, based 
on his statement, the second magazine probably only contained 13 rounds. 


This concludes the summary of Officer J statement. The interview ended at 1421 
hours. 


INTERVIEW 
HAWTHORNE POLICE OFFICER 


On 03-27-98, at 1446 hours, Investigators, along with Detective JJ and Attorney 
Howard Liberman, who represented Officer interviewed him at the Hawthorne 
Police Station. 
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The interview with Officerwas tape recorded, and the following is a synopsis of the 
interview: 


Officer told Investigators that he was working Unit 5A7M, and his partner was 
Officer Officer stated that at approximately 0230 hours, he and Officer 

received a radio call to assist Highway Patrol regarding a barricaded suspect on 
the 405 Freeway at the 105 Freeway interchange. Officer ll stated that he and 
Officer RIE ivod on the scene and began to confer with Highway Patrol officers. 


Officer [iE stated that the LAPD air unit was above illuminating the area where the 
suspect was. H the suspect was approximately 125 to 150 yards south of their 
location. officer ll stated that they were formulating a plan and arranging for the 
Hawthorne SWAT team to respond to the location. At one point the LAPD air unit advised 
that the suspect had laid on the ground and put his gun in his mouth. 


Officer, said that he was able to see a portion of the suspect's head moving around 
the suspect vehicle. He saw the suspect moving toward the front of his vehicle, at which 
time he heard approximately five to six gunshots. Officer stated that he heard over 
the radio that one of the Sheriffs units had advised that they had been shot at and the 
LAPD air unit also advised over the radio that the suspect was shooting. 


Officer Al tatea that the suspect then moved to the passenger side of the his vehicle 
and he could only see a portion of the suspect's head moving around. The suspect then 
moved back to the driver's side of his vehicle. The suspect then opened the driver's side 
door, which activated the interior dome light. The suspect slowly got into the driver's side 
of his vehicle, at which time Officer land other officers realized the suspect was 
going to go mobile. 


Officer stated that the officers began getting into various police units, and he got 
into the passenger side of Ser cant A cacio car and they began pursuing the 
suspect vehicle. Officer tated they were approximately the fourth radio car in line. 
They followed the suspect vehicle eastbound on the 105 Freeway at speeds of 
approximately 35 to 40 miles per hour. Officer[lstated that the suspect exited the 
freeway at the Prairie Avenue off-ramp and made a southbound turn onto Prairie Avenue. 


Officer (MJ stated as they proceeded southbound on Prairie Avenue through the 
intersection of Imperial Highway, the speeds were approximately 15 miles per hour. 


Officer [EE stated that at 118" Street, the suspect turned his vehicle westbound, 
stopping almost immediately at the north curb. Officer JI saw the lead vehicle with 
Officers and EEE stop at the northwest corner of Prairie Avenue and 118" 
Street, and he advised over the radio that the suspect vehicle had stopped. 
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Officer I stated that numerous other radio cars took up a position in that intersection. 
Officer tated that he exited Sergeant vehicle, and took a position of cover 
at the driver's side door of Officers een vehicle. Officer [stated 
that Officer Mas positioned to his left with her handgun, and to her left was Officer 
the shotgun. On the passenger side of that radio car were Officers 


Officer [EI stated that the suspect exited the driver's side of his vehicle and was 
holding what appeared to be a black semiautomatic handgun. As the suspect exited his 
vehicle, his gun was pointed toward the ground, and officer's were yelling at the suspect 
to drop the weapon. The suspect then walked to the front of his vehicle, and Officer 
B- only able to see the suspect's head but could tell he was doing something with 
his hands and arms, although he could not see what it was. Orr la the 
suspect then walked to the passenger side of his vehicle between the curb and the 
vehicle. The suspect, while looking at the officers, appeared to be manipulating the 
magazine of the gun, at which time officer's were yelling at the suspect to drop the 
weapon. 


Officer stated that the suspect then racked the slide back on the handgun and he 
appeared to be loading the gun. The suspect tapped the back of the slide, then pointed 
the gun to his head. The suspect held the gun to the right side of his head for 
approximately four to five seconds. Officers were instructing the suspect to drop the 
weapon. The suspect lowered the weapon to approximately waist level, still holding it in 
his right hand, and pointed it directly at Officer anc the other officers. Officer 
BE statca that, fearing that the suspect was going shoot him or other officers, he fired 
at the suspect. Ortice lll stated that numerous other officers also shot at the suspect. 


Officer tatea that he fired approximately five rounds at the suspect, and upon firing 
the fifth round, he recalls the suspect's arms going down to his side and the suspect 
slumping back against the chain-link fence. Officer Mis ‘2'<o that he stopped firing 
at that time believing the suspect was no longer a threat. Officer [| was giving 
commands to cease-fire. Officer stated that the suspect then fell to the ground. 
Officer [EE stated that Officers E -o BE moved up to 
check on the suspect. After checking the suspect and clearing suspect's vehicle, the area 
was contained. 


Officer I stated that after firing his weapon, he holstered it. eaa ie 


Investigators that he normally carries 16 rounds in his weapon. Officer urned his 
weapon over to Investigators, who examined it and found that the weapon contained one 
live round in the chamber, 10 live rounds in the magazine, for a total of 11 rounds. 
Investigators determined that Officer | fired five rounds. 
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This concludes the summary of Officer JE statement. The interview ended at 1531 
hours. 

WEAPON EXAMINATION 


The following is a list of the weapons used and how many shots were fired by Hawthorne 
officers: 


#1 Officer MP-5, 9mm, 12 rounds fired. 

#2 Officer J. 12 gauge shotgun, three #4 buckshot and one rifle slug fired. 
#3 Officer IE 9mm Beretta, 6 rounds fired. 

#4 Officer M 9mm Beretta, 1 round fired. 

#5 Officer IE 9mm Beretta, 11 rounds fired. 

#6 Officer J 9mm Beretta, 16 rounds fired. 

#7 Officer IE 9mm Beretta, 5 rounds fired. 

All weapons were transported to Scientific Service’s Bureau, Firearms Section. The 
weapons were examined by firearms Examiner Deputy Dwight Van Horn, who will prepare 
a report of his actions and observations, which will be obtained and made a part of this file. 


The weapons were then returned to the Hawthorne Police Department. 


This investigation is continuing, further reports to follow. 


By: INVESTIGATOR CHERYL COMSTOCK, 

INVESTIGATOR RICHARD LOPEZ, os 
APPROVED BY: LIEUTENANT DON BEAR a 
HOMICIDE BUREAU - DETECTIVE DIVISION 
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